
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF Changes 
Starting Time of Service

Beginning September 7th, 2014,
PGIMF Sunday Services will begin at
10:30 am. rather than 10:00 am.  
This decision was taken at the
Congregational Meeting of July 20th . 
The congregation will evaluate the
results of this trial in December.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org  

August 24th,  2014
Gerald Neufeld  - Self-Improvement or God-Improved?

Worship leader: Rosie Perera Music: Andre Pekovich
Accompanist: Andre Pekovich Usher: Erika Hannan

Friday Group   We are planning to begin our fall sessions
on Friday morning, October 3. We’ll be meeting, as in
previous years, at First Mennonite’s education building
behind their church at 659 E. 52 Ave.  We’ll be discussing
The New Parish, by Paul Sparks, Tim Soerens, and Dwight
Friesen. The book can be ordered by contacting Henry
Neufeld by Sept. 7.

Food groups   There are new food group lists io your
mailboxes (and your virtual mailboxes as well, this year). 
Please have a look at them and let the food group
coordinator know how you can help. 

Church updates   Coming weeks will see updates to all our back-office church functions such as
photos of attenders, updates to church director and mailbox assignments. 

PGIMF News
August 31 Evan Kreider Lectionary texts
September 7 Janice Kreider Mennonite History 101

(MSC Welcome Potluck & Anniversary)
September 14 Brent Siemens Lectionary texts
September 21 Jim Neudorf TBA

Wider Church
Regent College   Evening and Weekend courses at Regent College open now!   Consider this course in
Applied Theology (APPL 553): Aging Matters: Finding Meaning and Purpose in Senior Years.  Every ten
seconds someone in North America becomes a senior.  This 2 credit course explores with case studies,
lectures and guests those challenges and opportunities including diminished energy, the search for
significance, and calling and service in the world and church. There are no prerequisites for the course,
which takes place on Saturdays 9:30 am - 5:30 pm at the Carey Centre (5920 Iona Dr., Vancouver) on:
September 27, October 25, November 15, and December 6

MCC   Come to the Fraser Valley Regional Library to see our MCC quilters in action! The annual MCC
Quilt Show and Demonstration is an opportunity to see the finished, hand-made quilts on display,

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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MWC donation to $1000 to Travel Fund  

The PGIMF Church Board has received a request from Mennonite World Conference (MWC), which
seeks travel funds to enable members of the global Anabaptist fellowship in the Two-Thirds
World to travel to next year’s MWC in Harrisburg PA.  This journey will be difficult enough for
people who require visas to enter one of the strictest border-controls on the planet, but is made
more difficult by the fact that the airfare ($3000) costs four times the average annual salary for a
worker in Zambia.  The PGIMF Church Board has considered the request and proposes that the
MWC Travel Fund receive the sum of $1000 for the purpose of enabling all members of the
Global Anabaptist Communion to attend Mennonite World Conference in 2015.  Church
attenders with concerns over this proposal are requested to contact any member of the church
board to discuss their concerns as soon as possible.  A voice vote will be taken in a brief meeting
after the service on September 7th to confirm the actions of the church board.

and to observe the quilters as they put the finishing touches on final pieces – all in preparation for
the Quilt Auction at the MCC Festival for World Relief on September 12 and 13.   Monday, August 25
from 12:00pm to Saturday, August 30, 2014 - 5:00pm (Library hours 10:00 am  - 5:00 pm) 

MHSBC    The Annual Fundraising Banquet for the Mennonnite Historical Society of BC presents
Mennonites & Foodways: A Miagrope of Meaning with Dr. Marlene Epp.  Saturday, September 27,
2014 at 6:00 pm.  Emmanuel Mennonite Church, 3471 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford, B.C.  Tickets on
sale now.  Call or email Mennonite Historical Society of BC at archives@mhsbc.com or call
604-853-6177.  Hope to see you there! 

Women's Retreat @ Camp Squeah   Just as the weather begins to turn cold, you’ll warm up with the
stories and wisdom of the women collected at the Women’s Retreat at Camp Squeah this October 17
- 19.  With speaker April Yamasaki, you’ll learn to unwrap the gifts that God has given you.  For more
infomation or to register by October 1st, go to http://www.mcbc.ca/event/womens-retreat-3/ or
contact Waltrude Gortzen at (e-mail address available from webmaster)

MCC-BC   IRAQ UPDATE      MCC’s response to the crisis in Iraq continues. In the coming weeks, MCC
will provide:
  *   Essential items for people displaced from the U.N. Garmawa camp
  *   Support for the Chaldean Church’s work with displaced people
  *   Humanitarian support for displaced people from Nineveh Province, including religious minorities
  * Kits and blankets http://mcc.org/get-involved/kits
To support our work in Iraq, visit https://donate.mcccanada.ca/cause/iraq-response  

Jeremiah 9:23-24

23 Thus says the Lord: Do not let the wise boast in
their wisdom, do not let the mighty boast in their
might, do not let the wealthy boast in their
wealth; 24but let those who boast boast in this,

that they understand and know me, that I am the
Lord; I act with steadfast love, justice, and
righteousness in the earth, for in these things I
delight, says the Lord.     [NRSV]
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1 Corinthians 1:18-31

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is
written,

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
   and the discernment of the discerning I
    will thwart.’

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not
know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to
save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs
and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For

God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,
and God’s weakness is stronger than human
strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters:
not many of you were wise by human standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble
birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is
low and despised in the world, things that are
not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so
that no one might boast in the presence of God.
30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who
became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption,
31in order that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord.’     [NRSV]

Prayer of Confession

O God, you create us for relationship.
And yet we are isolated from one another
  and separated from you.
We confess that our self-sufficiency leads to loneliness,
  and our self-improvement leads to exhaustion.
Anoint us with the power of your Holy Spirit;
  connect us to the One body, the church,
  and to the Lord of the church,
Jesus Christ, who comes to set the captives free.

K. H. Carter, Jr. Just in Time! Prayers and Liturgies of Confession and Assurance. Abingdon Press, 2010.

Wisdom Corner

Prompted by my own confusion about the sexual practices of celibate clergy, I finally asked my friend Fr.
Micha? [pseudonym], “Do you think that celibacy will ever be a thing of the past?” He gave me an answer I
regularly reflect on. “You know,” he said “in the seminary, we all would often joke about it! And we would say
to each other, ‘Perhaps not in our lifetime! But! Perhaps it will end in our children’s lifetime!’”     - Agata Piekosz

is a PhD candidate in sociology at the University of Toronto.

Love in its mature form always creates some level of equality between giver and receiver. That may seem
totally impossible with God, but that gap is exactly what is overcome by God being “personal” and is why the
Christian notion of God’s great self-emptying (kenosis) in a personal Jesus is such a huge gift to our humanity.
Jesus reveals that the give and take of human and divine is utterly possible precisely because he became
human and personal. -Richard Rohr


