
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF Changes 
Starting Time of Service

Beginning NEXT WEEK, September
7th, 2014, PGIMF Sunday Services will
begin at 10:30 am. rather than 10:00
am.   This decision was taken at the
Congregational Meeting of July 20th . 
The congregation will evaluate the
results of this trial in December.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org            E-mail: info@pgimf.org  

August 31st,  2014
J. Evan Kreider  - Forty Years

Worship leader: Paul Thiessen Music: Erna Friesen
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Henry Neufeld

Two Sundays Ago   Evan Kreider addressed three of the most fabulous stories about Elijah found in scripture, to
show the guidance God offers for direction in our own lives.  In 1King 18 & 19 Elijah defeats the prophets of Baal,
but also offends Queen Jezebel and flees, hiding for a symbolic 40 days on Mt Horeb, the sister mountain to the one
where Israel received the law.  In answer to the Lord’s question “What are you doing here?” Elijah answers that his
faithfulness has left him alone.  This, of course, is not correct - the Lord mentions another 7000 faithful “who did not
bow down to Baal” but even through windstorms, earthquakes and fire, Elijah remains stuck in his isolation, and
reluctantly, God acknowledges in a period of utter silence, that Elijah has failed to keep faith and is to be replaced,
along withe Israel’s leadership. Are there times today when we are incapable of keeping up with our changing
world? Do we defend institutions that refuse to change?  How do we know when we should change, and when it is
time to be silent, or to anoint the next generation, no matter how wrong we may think they are?  How does God
come to us today - is His voice in disasters?  Do we hear God’s voice in nature or in the impulses of our creative
muses?  Must we be in the wilderness for 40 days?  When we are so distracted by our modern conveniences, how is

God supposed to get through?   Silence is when we set our agendas
aside, still our minds and just listen.  And if we are met with only
more silence, let us rely on Ps. 46 and “Be still and know that I am
God.”   [AP]

Last Sunday    Gerald Neufeld, pastor of the Mennonite Japanese
Christian Fellowship (MJCF) in Surrey, who last spoke to us in April
2009, returned to speak on "Self-Improvement or God-Improved"
based on Jeremiah 9:23-24 and 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. He challenged
us to think about how we invest our God-given time and energy. If
we focus on perfection, what else could we be doing with the extra
time, beyond what's required? There may be virtue in pursuing
excellence in what one believes is God's calling, but if we're always
busy with worries and nit-picking, how can we build relationships
and care for each other? To deny oneself and take up your cross daily

means a life of sacrifice and service, even if it's thankless. To the early Anabaptists, the Baptism of Blood represented
the daily struggle against temptation. God gave us our talents to be spent blessing others, like grapes squeezed to
make wine. No one can boast about their own wisdom (intelligence, education), might (physical strength, power) or
wealth. Rather, God calls us to demonstrate steadfast love, justice and righteousness -- love in action. Do we worry
too much about how we look or how things will go? John the Baptist didn't get caught up competing with Jesus'
ministry. As we focus on following Jesus, we'll be improved by God. Let us live lives of joyful service, using our gifts
according to God's leading. Gerald closed with the prayer, Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace.   [KH]

Friday Group   We are planning to begin our fall sessions on Friday morning, October 3. We’ll be
meeting, as in previous years, at First Mennonite’s education building behind their church at 659 E. 52
Ave.  We’ll be discussing The New Parish, by Paul Sparks, Tim Soerens, and Dwight Friesen. The book
can be ordered by contacting Henry Neufeld by Sept. 7.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


MWC donation to $1000 to Travel Fund  

The PGIMF Church Board has received a request from Mennonite World Conference (MWC), which
seeks travel funds to enable members of the global Anabaptist fellowship in the Two-Thirds World to
travel to next year’s MWC in Harrisburg PA.  This journey will be difficult enough for people who
require visas to enter one of the strictest border-controls on the planet, but is made more difficult by
the fact that the airfare ($3000) costs four times the average annual salary for a worker in Zambia.  The
PGIMF Church Board has considered the request and proposes that the MWC Travel Fund receive
from PGIMF the sum of $1000 for the purpose of enabling all members of the Global
Anabaptist Communion to attend Mennonite World Conference in 2015.  Church attenders with
concerns over this proposal are requested to contact any member of the church board to discuss their
concerns as soon as possible.  A voice vote will be taken in a brief meeting after the service on
September 7

th
 to confirm the actions of the church board.

( PGIMF Potluck BBQ
Next Sunday - veggie burgers and
sausage provided.  You are invited to
bring a salad or dessert to share and
welcome the students back to the
Menno Simons Centre

Food groups   There are new food group lists in your mailboxes (and your virtual mailboxes as well,
this year).  Please have a look at them and let the food group coordinator know how you can help. 

Church updates   Coming weeks will see updates to all our back-office church functions such as
photos of attenders, updates to church director and mailbox assignments.  Please clear out your
mailboxes if you haven’t visited them for a while. 

PGIMF News
September 7 Janice Kreider Mennonite History 101    (Potluck/Anniversary)
September 14 Brent Siemens Lectionary texts
September 21 Jim Neudorf TBA
September 28 Thomas Bergen Liturgies of the Mall

Wider Church
Regent College   Register now and learn on your own
schedule at evening courses at Regent College.  For
$460/credit-hour, learn from Don Lewis & James Holmlund
on APPL554 The Person, the Pastor & the Psychiatrist for 16
weeks on Tuesdays, or engage in a seminar with Loren
Wilkinson & Ron Reed on INDS 785 Vocation of the Artist -
16 weeks on Wednesdays.  For more information or to
register go to 
http://www.regent-college.edu/lifelong-learning/evenings. 

MCC  In partnership with Sudanese Relief and Development Agency, MCC has provided two months
of food for over 7,500 displaced children under the age of five in South Sudan, as well as continuing
to support education, peacebuilding, and agriculture projects.  Since conflict in the country erupted
again in December 2013, MCC has provided $1.1 million in funding and resources, such as relief kits
and canned meat, for displaced South Sudanese people both inside the country and in Kenya and
Ethiopia.  For the full story, see http://mcccanada.ca/stories/relief-relationships-south-sudan and to
donate to relief efforts in South Sudan, visit https://donate.mcccanada.ca/cause/south-sudan-relief

Women's Retreat @ Camp Squeah   Just as the weather begins to turn cold, you’ll warm up with the
stories and wisdom of the women collected at the Women’s Retreat at Camp Squeah this October 17
- 19.  With speaker April Yamasaki, you’ll learn to unwrap the gifts that God has given you.  For more
infomation or to register by October 1st, go to http://www.mcbc.ca/event/womens-retreat-3/ or
contact Waltrude Gortzen atwaltrude@shaw.ca

http://www.regent-college.edu/lifelong-learning/evenings
http://mcccanada.ca/stories/relief-relationships-south-sudan
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Communitas Supportive Care Services is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year! In 1974 the first
residence opened (The Cedars, Rosedale, BC) and began support programs to help people with
disabilities integrate into their communities. Today, Communitas operates 19 residences and several
additional programs supporting adults and children with developmental disabilities, mental health
issues, acquired brain injuries and fetal alcohol spectrum disorder, in living out the mission: Inspired
by Jesus Christ, Communitas is a place of belonging, growth and contribution.   Help celebrate 40
years of care and inclusion and join them for a BBQ with the Communitas family Saturday, September
6, 2014 from 3—7pm at Mill Lake Park in Abbotsford (near the Bevan St. entrance).  Please RSVP to
office@CommunitasCare.com or 604.850.6608 by August 31st

Pacific Theatre   PT is not yet up and running for the new season, but you can see their artists at
work at the Vancouver Fringe Festival.  From Jesus Made Me Funny (with Craig Erickson, to My
Beautiful monster (Stephanie Elgersma), the frightening Little One by Hannah Miscovitch, and Dirty
Old woman with Emmelia Gordon and Robert Salvador, you’ll find the PT Staff Picks by turns funny,
heart-wrenching and serious.  Tickets at the Fringe Venues and more information on the PT Fringe
Blog at http://soulfoodvancouver.blogspot.ca/2014/08/your-pt-guide-to-vancouver-fringe.html 

Exodus 2 - 3:15

2
1Now a man from the house of Levi went and
married a Levite woman. 2The woman
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw
that he was a fine baby, she hid him for three

months. 3When she could hide him no longer she
got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it
with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it
and placed it among the reeds on the bank of
the river. 4His sister stood at a distance, to see
what would happen to him.

5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe
at the river, while her attendants walked beside
the river. She saw the basket among the reeds
and sent her maid to bring it. 6When she opened
it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took
pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’
children,’ she said. 7Then his sister said to
Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a
nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child
for you?’ 8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’
So the girl went and called the child’s mother.

9Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child
and nurse it for me, and I will give you your
wages.’ So the woman took the child and nursed
it. 10When the child grew up, she brought him to
Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son.
She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I
drew him out of the water.’

11 One day, after Moses had grown up, he went
out to his people and saw their forced labour. He
saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his
kinsfolk. 12He looked this way and that, and
seeing no one he killed the Egyptian and hid him
in the sand. 13When he went out the next day, he
saw two Hebrews fighting; and he said to the one
who was in the wrong, ‘Why do you strike your
fellow Hebrew?’ 14He answered, ‘Who made you
a ruler and judge over us? Do you mean to kill
me as you killed the Egyptian?’ Then Moses was
afraid and thought, ‘Surely the thing is known.’
15When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill
Moses.

+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

But Moses fled from Pharaoh. He settled in the
land of Midian, and sat down by a well. 16The
priest of Midian had seven daughters. They came
to draw water, and filled the troughs to water
their father’s flock. 17But some shepherds came
and drove them away. Moses got up and came to
their defence and watered their flock. 18When
they returned to their father Reuel, he said, ‘How

is it that you have come back so soon today?’
19They said, ‘An Egyptian helped us against the
shepherds; he even drew water for us and
watered the flock.’ 20He said to his daughters,
‘Where is he? Why did you leave the man? Invite
him to break bread.’ 21Moses agreed to stay with
the man, and he gave Moses his daughter
Zipporah in marriage. 22She bore a son, and he
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named him Gershom; for he said, ‘I have been an
alien residing in a foreign land.’

23 After a long time the king of Egypt died. The
Israelites groaned under their slavery, and cried

out. Out of the slavery their cry for help rose up
to God. 24God heard their groaning, and God
remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. 25God looked upon the Israelites, and
God took notice of them.

+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

3
1Moses was keeping the flock of his
father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he
led his flock beyond the wilderness, and
came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There

the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame
of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was
blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses
said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great
sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.’
4When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to
see, God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses,
Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 5Then he said,
‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your
feet, for the place on which you are standing is
holy ground.’ 6He said further, ‘I am the God of
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his
face, for he was afraid to look at God.

7 Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery
of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their
cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I
know their sufferings, 8and I have come down to
deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring
them up out of that land to a good and broad
land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the

country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now come
to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians
oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of
Egypt.’ 11But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I
should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites
out of Egypt?’ 12He said, ‘I will be with you; and
this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent
you: when you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.’

13 But Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the
Israelites and say to them, “The God of your
ancestors has sent me to you”, and they ask me,
“What is his name?” what shall I say to them?’
14God said to Moses, ‘I am who I am.’* He said
further, ‘Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “I am
has sent me to you.” ’ 15God also said to Moses,
‘Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “The Lord,
the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent
me to you”:
   This is my name for ever,
   and this my title for all generations.     [NRSV]

Romans 12:9-21

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast
to what is good; 10love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honour.
11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do
not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony
with one another; do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser

than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil,
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of
all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God;
for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay,
says the Lord.’ 20No, ‘if your enemies are hungry,
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink; for by doing this you will
heap burning coals on their heads.’ 21Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

    [NRSV]


