
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org  

September 14th,  2014
Brent Siemens  - No Greater Love

Worship leader: Chris Skinner Music: Andrea Siemens
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday    Janice Kreider (retired UBC librarian, charter member of the church, and an avid volunteer
gardener at the MSC) traced Mennonite history from the Reformation to Menno Simons, and told a
colourful story from her own genealogy. Conrad Grebel and Felix Manz were young people in Zürich who
concluded that the Protestant churches hadn't gone far enough by retaining infant baptism, swearing
oaths, and not separating Church from State. The radical movement of Anabaptists (re-baptizers) started in
Switzerland and spread throughout Europe, eventually attracting Menno Simons, a disaffected Catholic
priest in Friesland (Netherlands) by 1536.  When the movement was persecuted in Switzerland, some
migrated to France, where Janice's ancestors settled in Franche-Comté. Andreas, a German-speaking
Catholic a stone-mason, came to their village to work on the Lutheran church. Two unmarried daughters of
the Guemann family became pregnant by Andreas: Catherine (age 29, widow & mother of 3), and Francois
(age 21, single). Catherine wanted to remain an Anabaptist even though marrying a Catholic would
normally cause her to be kicked out. But in the church register, an exception was made to accept her civil
marriage to Andreas. If church leaders had held strictly to their doctrines, the Anabaptist lineage back to
Janice's great-great- grandparents would have been lost. Francois
got married later, but died soon after immigrating to Ohio and was
buried next to her sister. Real people make compromises, forgiving
and accepting forgiveness. Recall the imperfect examples of how
God still uses people who sin: Moses (murder), Saul (jealousy), and
David (adultery).  We were inspired by these stories of Mercy (on the
part of the church leaders), Faithfulness (by Catherine in her loyalty
to her sister and her church), and Courage (in the young Anabaptist
activists who stuck by their beliefs despite persecution). As we
remember our own stories, do we see the hand of God at work?
What stories will your children or friends tell about you? [KH]

L   Friday Group   Our fall sessions begin Friday morning, October 3.  We’ll meet, as in previous years, at
First Mennonite’s Education Building at 659 E. 52 Ave.  We’ll discuss The New Parish, by Paul Sparks, Tim
Soerens, and Dwight Friesen.  (See Henry Neufeld’s review of this book at News’n’Notes at
http://www.mcbc.ca/2014/09/02/the-new-parish/ 

Church updates   Please see the church list in
the hall to amend any of your own information,
or that of anyone you know.  This year, the list of
“Friends” will be pruned.  Have your photo taken
by Rosie if you want to add or update yours. 
And please clear out your mailboxes if you
haven’t visited them for a while. 

Last week, at an informal meeting
of the congregation, it was decided
unanimously to assist Mennonite
World Conference Travel Fund with
a donation of$1000 from PGIMF to
enable delegates from the Two-
Thirds World to travel to next
year’s MWC in Harrisburg PA.  

Pacific Centre for Discipleship Association   
You are welcome to join the PCDA for its AGM to be
held this Tuesday September 23rd at 7:30 pm in the
Chapel at MSC.  This particularly interesting time will
involve making plans for the future of the Centre.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://www.mcbc.ca/2014/09/02/the-new-parish/


PGIMF News
September 21 Jim Neudorf Establish the Work of our Hands
September 28 Thomas Bergen Liturgies of the Mall
October 5 Veronica Dyck TBA
October 12 Readings and Prayers for Thanksgiving Sunday

Wider Church
Regent College   book your spot to hear the Laing Lectures, this year featuring Ross Douthat (op-ed
columnist NT Times and The Atlantic ) as he speaks on Settling in to a Decadent Decline, an exploration
over two days of the decline of our civilization, from loss of intellectual and religious purpose, closing
frontiers, and repetition of cultural forms.  Ross also offers a message of hope through sustainability, which
will enable us to escape our ennui.  Wednesday-Thursday October 22-23 11:30 am and 7:30 pm.  Cost is
free, no registration necessary.  For more, see http://www.regent-college.edu/lifelong-learning/laing-lectures/  

MCC     Thanks to all who attended the MCC -BC Relief Sale on yesterday at the Tradex Exhibition Centre in
Abbotsford.  Though the donation total is not yet known, many thousands of dollars were collected for a
variety of projects among MCC’s global partners, including the My Coins Count campaign raising funds to
be matched 4:1 by CIDA for food and community mobilization programs in 10 states in India.  You can
give to this project even after the relief sale - go on-line at
https://donate.mcccanada.ca/cause/my-coins-count or call the MCC-BC office this week at 1-888-622-6337
and designate your donation to My Coins Count to support this worthy project.  

Mennonite Church BC   You are invited to the Fundraising Dessert Nights presented by MCBC to learn
more about how the ministries of MCBC benefit you and your congregation.  October 2

nd
 at 7:30 pm at

Emmanuel Mennonite Church (3471 Clearbrook Rd, Abbotsford) and October 16
th
 at Peace Mennonite

Church (11571 Daniels Rd, Richmond).  Alll welcome.

The BC MB Conference has had two sudden changes of staff in addition to the changes to the C2C
mission program that will now be operated from the national level.  Theresa Chisholm (bookkeeper) has
left to pursue other opportunities and Jessica Cool (receptionist) will leave very shortly for a maternity
leave.  Last, with all the changes, an executive assistant is needed to assist the regional Executive Directors.
Those among the congregations who are experienced “shoulder-tappers” are asked to do so now, as the
conference is much at sea right now.  Contact Betty Ann Dykshoorn, CPA-CMA at office@bcmb.org (Please,
no phone calls).   Your prayers for the conference and its staff are avidly solicited.

Pacific Theatre    The final show of the Emerging Artist’s Series at PT features Beautiful Things, a staged
reading  by Shauna Johansen.  When Colleen returns home for her father’s funeral, she has to face the guilt
over missing his last days, her own loss of faith, and the reason she left town. Between the crappy flowered
cards and lasagne casseroles, the over-priced caskets and hidden bottles of wine, Colleen has to decide
whether she can live without the love of her life, how she fits in her messy, religious, grieving family, and
what it means to live with yourself.  Various showings, September 18-28.  Come as you can,
pay-what-you-can, cash at door.   All welcome.

Psalm 103:8-13

8
 The Lord is merciful and gracious,

   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9
 He will not always accuse,

   nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10

 He does not deal with us according to our sins,
   nor repay us according to our iniquities.
11

 For as the heavens are high above the earth,
   so great is his steadfast love towards those who

fear him;
12

 as far as the east is from the west,
   so far he removes our transgressions from us.
13

 As a father has compassion for his children,
   so the Lord has compassion for those who fear
him.
14

 For he knows how we were made;
   he remembers that we are dust.     [NRSV]

http://www.regent-college.edu/lifelong-learning/laing-lectures/
http://mcc.org/stories/life-iraq?
https://donate.mcccanada.ca/cause/my-coins-count
mailto:office@bcmb.org


Genesis 44

1
Then he commanded the steward of his house, ‘Fill

the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can
carry, and put each man’s money in the top of his
sack. 

2
Put my cup, the silver cup, in the top of the

sack of the youngest, with his money for the grain.’
And he did as Joseph told him. 

3
As soon as the

morning was light, the men were sent away with
their donkeys. 

4
When they had gone only a short

distance from the city, Joseph said to his steward,
‘Go, follow after the men; and when you overtake
them, say to them, “Why have you returned evil for
good? Why have you stolen my silver cup? 

5
Is it not

from this that my lord drinks? Does he not indeed
use it for divination? You have done wrong in doing
this.” ’

6
 When he overtook them, he repeated these words

to them. 
7
They said to him, ‘Why does my lord

speak such words as these? Far be it from your
servants that they should do such a thing! 

8
Look,

the money that we found at the top of our sacks,
we brought back to you from the land of Canaan;
why then would we steal silver or gold from your
lord’s house? 

9
Should it be found with any one of

your servants, let him die; moreover, the rest of us
will become my lord’s slaves.’ 

10
He said, ‘Even so; in

accordance with your words, let it be: he with
whom it is found shall become my slave, but the
rest of you shall go free.’ 

11
Then each one quickly

lowered his sack to the ground, and each opened
his sack. 

12
He searched, beginning with the eldest

and ending with the youngest; and the cup was
found in Benjamin’s sack. 

13
At this they tore their

clothes. Then each one loaded his donkey, and they
returned to the city.

14
 Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house

while he was still there; and they fell to the ground
before him. 

15
Joseph said to them, ‘What deed is

this that you have done? Do you not know that one
such as I can practise divination?’ 

16
And Judah said,

‘What can we say to my lord? What can we speak?
How can we clear ourselves? God has found out the
guilt of your servants; here we are then, my lord’s
slaves, both we and also the one in whose
possession the cup has been found.’ 

17
But he said,

‘Far be it from me that I should do so! Only the one
in whose possession the cup was found shall be my
slave; but as for you, go up in peace to your father.’

18
 Then Judah stepped up to him and said, ‘O my

lord, let your servant please speak a word in my
lord’s ears, and do not be angry with your servant;
for you are like Pharaoh himself. 

19
My lord asked his

servants, saying, “Have you a father or a brother?”
20

And we said to my lord, “We have a father, an old
man, and a young brother, the child of his old age.
His brother is dead; he alone is left of his mother’s
children, and his father loves him.” 

21
Then you said

to your servants, “Bring him down to me, so that I
may set my eyes on him.” 

22
We said to my lord,

“The boy cannot leave his father, for if he should
leave his father, his father would die.” 

23
Then you

said to your servants, “Unless your youngest
brother comes down with you, you shall see my
face no more.” 

24
When we went back to your

servant my father we told him the words of my lord.
25

And when our father said, “Go again, buy us a
little food”, 

26
we said, “We cannot go down. Only if

our youngest brother goes with us, will we go
down; for we cannot see the man’s face unless our
youngest brother is with us.” 

27
Then your servant

my father said to us, “You know that my wife bore
me two sons; 

28
one left me, and I said, Surely he has

been torn to pieces; and I have never seen him
since. 

29
If you take this one also from me, and harm

comes to him, you will bring down my grey hairs in
sorrow to Sheol.” 

30
Now therefore, when I come to

your servant my father and the boy is not with us,
then, as his life is bound up in the boy’s life, 

31
when

he sees that the boy is not with us, he will die; and
your servants will bring down the grey hairs of your
servant our father with sorrow to Sheol. 

32
For your

servant became surety for the boy to my father,
saying, “If I do not bring him back to you, then I will
bear the blame in the sight of my father all my life.”
33

Now therefore, please let your servant remain as a
slave to my lord in place of the boy; and let the boy
go back with his brothers. 

34
For how can I go back

to my father if the boy is not with me? I fear to see
the suffering that would come upon my father.’    
[NSRV]



Genesis 50:15-21

15
 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s

brothers said, ‘What if Joseph still bears a grudge
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong
that we did to him?’ 

16
So they approached Joseph,

saying, ‘Your father gave this instruction before he
died, 

17
“Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime

of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the
servants of the God of your father.’ Joseph wept

when they spoke to him. 
18

Then his brothers also
wept, fell down before him, and said, ‘We are here
as your slaves.’ 

19
But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not

be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 
20

Even though
you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as
he is doing today. 

21
So have no fear; I myself will

provide for you and your little ones.’ In this way he
reassured them, speaking kindly to them.    [NRSV]

Matthew 18:21-35

21
 Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another

member of the church sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ 

22
Jesus

said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.

23
 ‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be

compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. 

24
When he began the reckoning, one

who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him; 

25
and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered

him to be sold, together with his wife and children
and all his possessions, and payment to be made.
26

So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying,
“Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.” 

27
And out of pity for him, the lord of

that slave released him and forgave him the debt.
28

But that same slave, as he went out, came upon

one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay
what you owe.” 

29
Then his fellow-slave fell down

and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and
I will pay you.” 

30
But he refused; then he went and

threw him into prison until he should pay the debt.
31

When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place.
32

Then his lord summoned him and said to him,
“You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 

33
Should you not

have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had
mercy on you?” 

34
And in anger his lord handed him

over to be tortured until he should pay his entire
debt. 

35
So my heavenly Father will also do to every

one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or
sister from your heart.’    [NRSV]

Wisdom Corner

“The devout Christian of the future will either be a ‘mystic’ . . . or will cease to
be anything at all.”    - Karl Rahmer,  late 20

th
 C German philosopher and

theologian.  

I think we are on the very edge of history—and about to be edged over—by the depth of
the need for wider consciousness and from the depths of our own desire. We live in an
amazing time, where quantum physics and neurology are among the sciences supporting
our mystical intuitions! It seems God has wired us for love, for intimacy, for empathy, for
compassion, and for union ...To practice contemplative prayer is to practice being in loving
relationship with God, with others, with everything, and even with oneself.

 – Richard Rohr


