
POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org        E-mail: info@pgimf.org

December 30 , 2012
th

Speaker: Andre Pekovich  -  Spiritual Genetics

Worship leader: Kevin Hiebert Song Leader: J. Evan Kreider
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Henry Neufeld

Please join us after the service in the lounge for coffee and fellowship 

Last Sunday   We held our annual Christmas service of worship, scripture readings and carols
from  selections of the Christmas story by J. Evan Kreider. A fabulous Christmas potluck
breakfast was served prior to the service. 

Two Sundays Ago     Connie Siedler focused on the gifts of Christmas, noting that the fragrant
soaps, candy, and toys will eventually all be gone, regifted or returned.  Advent is a season
when God reminds us that his gift of Jesus has a lasting quality; a gift with no expiry date. 
Connie identified several gifts from God: the life Jesus brings us, the light shining in the
darkness, Jesus as our brother, and the gift of grace and truth.  Grace is a gift we don’t deserve,
she said.  In the Advent season we need to reflect on what we have and to give gifts that
endure. In the response time it was noted that
some of us listened to CBC en route to church
and heard former PGIMF attendee Aiden Enns
promote a “buy nothing Christmas” in response
the rampant consumerism of the season. The
stress of trying buy the “right” gift is a major
frustration.  The gifts we should be giving are
gifts that last: love, joy, gratitude, our time
and…. (HN)

PGIMF News
January 6th Membership Sunday
January 13  Derek Carr Lectionary texts

th

Jaunary 20 John Klassen World Communiojn Sunday
th

January 27 Thomas Bergen Lectionary texts
th

The Wider Church
MCC    Philippine Typhoon Response: MCC , together with Peacebuilder Community, is
working on a response to Typhoon Bopha.  Response will include distribution of food and
non-food items in Mindanao. To contribute, make cheques payable to MCC BC, marked for 
"Philippines Typhoon" and mail to MCC BC 31414 Marshall Road, Box 2038 Abbotsford, BC V2T
1P5 or call 604 850 6639 or toll free 1 888 622 6337. Donations online can be made at
donate.mcc.org 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Next Sunday
Edward and Frieda Epp will be joining our
fellowship.  Come welcome them formally
with us.  Communion will be served.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://mcccanada.ca/stories/news/


MCC-BC    Opportunity to take over a food
manufacturing business: An MCC constituent has made a
donation to MCC of a rotary fryer and some other
equipment that was used in preparing food for
supermarket deli counter supply.  MCC is looking for an
interested party to take over the business directly from
the donor, and to either purchase or rent the equipment
from MCC.  To enquire about this opportunity, contact
Phil Schafran or Susan Beachy at the MCC office, 604-850-6639. 

Mennonite Church BC   LYDIA CRUTTWELL has been called by First United Mennonite Church
in Vancouver to be their full-time pastor.  We give thanks to God.  Let us pray for God’s
blessing on Lydia and the FUMC congregation. 

MB Herald    The Centre for Mennonite Brethren Studies is pleased to announce the
digitization of the entire collection of the MB Herald from 1962 through 2012. Contact Jon
Isaak (jisaak@mbconf.ca at the Centre for  MB Studies in Winnipeg to order your USB drive for
only $30 (includes taxes and shipping). 

W.H. AUDEN - FOR THE TIME BEING: A CHRISTMAS ORATORIO (1942) - A dramatic reading of
Auden’s most famous post-war poem A Christmas Oratorio on the Feast of the Epiphany
Sunday, (Jan 6) from 7:00pm - 9:00 pm at the Chapel of the Epiphany, 6030 Chancellor Blvd, on
the UBC campus.  This production is presented by University Hill United and Green College
(UBC), with the co-sponsorship of Carey Hall, Regent College, St. Andrew's Hall, and VST.  More
at www.regent-college.edu/about-us/events/event-details?eventid=10  

Position available   St. Philip's Anglican Church in Dunbar is seeking a friendly, industrious,
versatile couple to live in and assume responsibility for the care and security of our church in
the Dunbar area.    Bright two-bedroom suite and remuneration.  Duties include cleaning,
room set-up, welcoming groups to the building, minor repairs, etc.   For the right semi-retired
couple this is a good opportunity to have independence and security in a friendly and
supportive environment.  For details, please email by January 15  to 

th
jstephens@aebc.com 

Genesis 14:17-20

 After his return from the defeat of
17

Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with
him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him
at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s
Valley). And King Melchizedek of Salem

18

brought out bread and wine; he was priest of
God Most High. He blessed him and said,

19

‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
   maker of heaven and earth;

 and blessed be God Most High,
20

   who has delivered your enemies into your
hand!’
And Abram gave him one-tenth of everything. 
   [NRSV]

Hosea 3:1-2

The Lord said to me again, ‘Go, love a
1

woman who has a lover and is an adulteress,
just as the Lord loves the people of Israel,
though they turn to other gods and love

raisin cakes.’ So I bought her for fifteen
2

shekels of silver and a homer of barley and a
measure of wine.    [NRSV]

Autobiography
Erna Friesen has released her
autobiography We Live and Move and
Have our Being from Friesen Press
and reviewers have pronounced it
fascinating.  See her for your copy. 
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Joshua 2

Then Joshua son of Nun sent two men
1

secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, ‘Go,
view the land, especially Jericho.’ So they
went, and entered the house of a prostitute
whose name was Rahab, and spent the night
there. The king of Jericho was told, ‘Some

2

Israelites have come here tonight to search
out the land.’ Then the king of Jericho sent

3

orders to Rahab, ‘Bring out the men who have
come to you, who entered your house, for
they have come only to search out the whole
land.’ But the woman took the two men and

4

hid them. Then she said, ‘True, the men came
to me, but I did not know where they came
from. And when it was time to close the gate

5

at dark, the men went out. Where the men
went I do not know. Pursue them quickly, for
you can overtake them.’ She had, however,

6

brought them up to the roof and hidden
them with the stalks of flax that she had laid
out on the roof. So the men pursued them

7

on the way to the Jordan as far as the fords.
As soon as the pursuers had gone out, the
gate was shut.

 Before they went to sleep, she came up to
8

them on the roof and said to the men: ‘I
9

know that the Lord has given you the land,
and that dread of you has fallen on us, and
that all the inhabitants of the land melt in fear
before you. For we have heard how the Lord

10

dried up the water of the Red Sea before you
when you came out of Egypt, and what you
did to the two kings of the Amorites that
were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og,
whom you utterly destroyed. As soon as we

11

heard it, our hearts failed, and there was no
courage left in any of us because of you. The
Lord your God is indeed God in heaven above
and on earth below. Now then, since I have

12

dealt kindly with you, swear to me by the
Lord that you in turn will deal kindly with my
family. Give me a sign of good faith that you

13

will spare my father and mother, my brothers
and sisters, and all who belong to them, and
deliver our lives from death.’ The men said

14

to her, ‘Our life for yours! If you do not tell
this business of ours, then we will deal kindly
and faithfully with you when the Lord gives us
the land.’

 Then she let them down by a rope through
15

the window, for her house was on the outer
side of the city wall and she resided within
the wall itself. She said to them, ‘Go towards

16

the hill country, so that the pursuers may not
come upon you. Hide yourselves there for
three days, until the pursuers have returned;
then afterwards you may go on your way.’

The men said to her, ‘We will be released
17

from this oath that you have made us swear
to you if we invade the land and you do not

18

tie this crimson cord in the window through
which you let us down, and you do not gather
into your house your father and mother, your
brothers, and all your family. If any of you

19

go out of the doors of your house into the
street, they shall be responsible for their own
death, and we shall be innocent; but if a hand
is laid upon any who are with you in the
house, we shall bear the responsibility for
their death. But if you tell this business of

20

ours, then we shall be released from this oath
that you made us swear to you.’ She said,

21

‘According to your words, so be it.’ She sent
them away and they departed. Then she tied
the crimson cord in the window.

 They departed and went into the hill
22

country and stayed there for three days, until
the pursuers returned. The pursuers had
searched all along the way and found
nothing. Then the two men came down

23

again from the hill country. They crossed
over, came to Joshua son of Nun, and told
him all that had happened to them. They

24

said to Joshua, ‘Truly the Lord has given all
the land into our hands; moreover, all the
inhabitants of the land melt in fear before us.’ 
   [NRSV]


