
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Accommodation request
Paul’s son Wyndham (L'Arche - Saskatoon) asks
for accommodation for a former L’Arche
assistant (Vlad) and his father who will undergo
cancer treatment for three months. The duo
emigrated from the Ukraine 15 years ago. If
anyone knows of suitable accommodation -
one bedroom, kitchen and bathroom - please
let Paul know (contact info available from
webmaster) 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

January 26th, 2014
Tony Tremblett:   The Good Ol’ Days

Worship leader: Victoria Pelletier Song Leader: Lisa-Dawn Markle
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Erna Friesen

Last Sunday  On January 19th, Jenna Veenbaas (graduate student at Regent) spoke on "Walking in
Weakness".  Scripture is filled with stories of people struggling with weakness, and of those, Paul's story is
one of the most poignant.  Paul founded a church in Corinth (Acts 18).  Several years later, he asked
Christians in Corinth to collect money to assist the starving Christians in Judea as an act of charity and also
of thanksgiving for their new religion.  But the church in Corinth was too riddled with its own problems
(incest, immorality, pride, etc.) to think of helping others.  Some men gifted in public speaking and rhetoric
ridiculed Paul's inferior speaking ability.  Paul decided it was necessary to return to Corinth to restore order
and perspective, but the visit went so badly for everybody that he had to leave prematurely.  In a now-lost
letter, Paul criticized his friends, calling for repentance.  Titus then visited Corinth, with more success.  This
resulted in a collection of writings we now call "2 Corinthians", and within that group is an unusual unit
(chapters 10-12) addressing a new problem:  men claiming super-apostolic status and wanting to be paid
for their teaching (which was the typical Greek custom).  Since they compared themselves to Paul, Paul
reluctantly adds to their comparisons, but in a different way.  Rather than playing up his own strengths and
best attributes, Paul lists his weaknesses.  For instance, Paul did not claim to be a hero; heroic soldiers were
the first to scale city walls in battles, but Paul had himself let down over a wall in a basket, in order to
escape.  Rather than listing the number of churches founded, he lists all the physical suffering he endured
for preaching.  In response to men claiming to be super-apostles, Paul refers obliquely to being "caught up
into Paradise", without ever explaining himself.  He counters that experience with his mysterious reference
to his "thorn in the flesh".   Even though he had this
extraordinary experience (the 'third heaven'), he also had
some sort of problem or affliction ("thorn") that resisted
repeated prayer.  Even for one who was doing all he could
for the Kingdom, there was to be no miracle healing, he
just had to live with his 'thorn'.  Paul, like others in
scripture, had to face grief and unsolvable problems.  This
possibly recalls Isaiah's referring to the Messiah as "a man
of sorrow and acquainted with grief".  One-third of the
Psalms are laments; there was apparently ample need for
a repertoire of songs of that vein.  Although we cannot
explain them, we do often find that our troubles drive us
to our knees more readily than do prosperity and good
health.  [JEK]

PGIMF News
February 2nd Janice Kreider Lectionary texts
February 9th J. Evan Kreider The Other Lectionary Texts
February 16th Dr. Cheryl Pauls TBA
February 23rd Gareth Brandt The Journey of Healing - Poetic Reflections

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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http://www.pgimf.org


Blog of the week
Practicing Reconciliation, Sara
Wenger Shenk’s blog has warm
thoughts for a cold winter at
www.ambs.edu/publishing/2014/0
1/Bleak-Mid-Winter-Lament.cfm 

Mennonite Disaster Service    
MDS-BC Unit has responded to disaster needs more frequently than in the past.  Two summers ago, MDS
had almost 200 volunteers working at Pines Bible Camp in Grand Forks and simultaneously built a home in
Minot, North Dakota.  Then, this summer Alberta was faced with the High River and Calgary Floods. The
High River rebuilding is currently taking place.

All of this disaster relief takes planning, prayer, volunteers and funding.  The dinners are an opportunity for
us to report on these projects and to raise the necessary funds.  You are invited to attend one of two
fundraising dinners to hear Canadian Operations Director Janet Plenert report on successes, and be
entertained with live music from Hans Kruger Quartet and Cliff Prang’s comedy.    

• Sardis Community Church;  Friday, March 7 @ 6:00 pm.  (Tickets from Vic Janzen (contact info
available from webmaster)

• Emmanel Mennonite Church, Saturday, March 8 @ 6:00 pm (Tickets from Dorothy Regehr  (contact
info available from webmaster)

Prayer request  Deberah requests prayer for surgery that
took place on Fridday morning to repair a hole in her retina,
particularly in recovery when she must keep her face down at
al times for a week, even in sleep.  Pray also for Ross to
strengthen her in his time of caring for her. 

Wider Church
MCC   MCC fundraising banquets begin again to help
fundraise for the MCC Festival of World Relief in September.
Dan Unrau will be sharing about his experience on the MCC Learning Tour to Ethiopia and Uganda,
and each night will feature performances from special musical guests.  Banquest begin at 6:30 pm.
• Feb. 7 - Bakerview MB Church, Abbotsford, with music by Calvin Dyck and the Abby Youth Orchestra
• Feb. 15 - Fraserview MB Church, Richmond, with music from the Heritage Quartet.

MSHBC   The Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents MCC: A Many-Splendoured Thing.  Esther
Epp-Tiessen from Winnipeg will present a the lecture.  The event will celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the founding of MCC Canada as well as celebrate the publication of Esther Epp-Tiessen's book
entitled Mennonite Central Committee in Canada: A History.  Saturday,  1 Feb 2014 at 7:00 pm in the
Emmanuel Mennonite Church, 3471 Clearbrook Rd., Abbotsford.  Admission is free.  The book will
also be available at the event. 

MCC   calls for Relief in Gaza.  Declared by the United Nations to be a "disaster area," Gaza is still
struggling to recover from severe flooding. Over 40,000 people have fled their homes and around
100 have been hospitalized as a result of the flooding and persistent cold temperatures of around
five degrees Celsius. To support MCC's efforts to quickly respond to disasters like this around the
world, consider contributing to "Where needed most," at donate.mcc.org. To give specifically for
flood relief efforts in Gaza, please make your donation in the name of Palestine Emergency
Assistance. 

Pacific Theatre presents Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure.  When Vienna’s ruthless morality laws
are revived during the Duke’s absence, a young nun is confronted with a terrible ultimatum: her soul
for her brother’s life.  Wedneday - Saturday at 8:00 pm plus Wednesday matinees.  Tickets $20-30 at
604-731-5518 or online at tickets.pacifictheatre.org.  Runs til February 8.
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Thankfulness    In December, PGIMF sent an extra $1000 to MCC for relief in the Philippines from
Typhoon Haiyan.  We received a response to share with you.

Haggai 2:1-9

1In the second year of King Darius,1in the
seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the
month, the word of the Lord came by the
prophet Haggai, saying: 2Speak now to
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah,
and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
and to the remnant of the people, and say, 3Who
is left among you that saw this house in its
former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it
not in your sight as nothing? 4Yet now take
courage, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take
courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high
priest; take courage, all you people of the land,
says the Lord; work, for I am with you, says the

Lord of hosts, 5according to the promise that I
made you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit
abides among you; do not fear. 6For thus says
the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I
will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea
and the dry land; 7and I will shake all the nations,
so that the treasure of all nations shall come,
and I will fill this house with splendour, says the
Lord of hosts. 8The silver is mine, and the gold is
mine, says the Lord of hosts. 9The latter
splendour of this house shall be greater than the
former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place I
will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.

[NRSV]

Isaiah 9:1-4

1But there will be no gloom for those who were
in anguish. In the former time he brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
2 The people who walked in darkness
   have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
   on them light has shined.

3 You have multiplied the nation,
   you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
   as with joy at the harvest,
   as people exult when dividing plunder.
4 For the yoke of their burden,
   and the bar across their shoulders,
   the rod of their oppressor,
   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

[NRSV]

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your recent gift to MCC.  We are grateful for each gift we receive, knowing that it will make a
difference in the life of someone in need.  Your gift will be used for Typhoon Haiyan. 

MCC is working with Church World Service and Mennonite Church Canada, Peacebuilders Community in the
Philippines.  Our partners are responding with urgent food and non-food items.  Initially, this assistance is
focusing on Surigao del Norte, and Dinagat Island (both in Mindanao) and on Bohol and Samar (both in Visayas)
- areas where MCCs partners have access.  We are supporting the initial assessment team and working with our
partners to determine needs for longer-term recovery....

May God bless the gift and the giver.



Matthew 4: 12-23

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been
arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by
the lake, in the territory of Zebulun and
Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
15 ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
   on the road by the sea, across the Jordan,
   Galilee of the Gentiles—
16 the people who sat in darkness
   have seen a great light,
   and for those who sat in the region and
    shadow of death
   light has dawned.’
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.’

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the
lake—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to
them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for
people.’ 20Immediately they left their nets and
followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw
two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and
his brother John, in the boat with their father
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called
them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their
father, and followed him.

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom and curing every disease
and every sickness among the people.    [NRSV]

Humour corner

Three boys are in the school yard bragging about their fathers.

The first boy says, 'My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he
calls it a poem, they give him $50..'  

The second boy says, 'That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on
piece of paper, he calls it a song, they give him $100.' 

The third boy says, 'I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few words on
a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it takes eight people to collect
all the money!'  

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible  to her
brother in another part of the  country.

“Is there anything breakable in here?”  asked the postal clerk.

“Only the Ten Commandments.” answered the lady.


