
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Food groups   There are new food
group lists in your mailboxes (and your
virtual mailboxes as well, this year). 
Please have a look at them and let the
food group coordinator know how you
can help.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org   

September 7th,  2014
Janice Kreider  - Mennonite History 101

Worship leader: Erna Friesen Music: Catherine Cooper
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Erika Hannan

I’m Anabaptist because I am committed to an upside down, non-violent, community
transforming, enemy loving, spirit-led, Jesus following gospel understanding!

-  Janet Plenert, Vice President of Mennonite World Conference

Last Sunday    Dr. J. Evan Kreider spoke on "Forty Years" based on Exodus 3:1-15. As a fitting sequel to the
story of Elijah, of whom Evan spoke two Sundays ago, Moses also had to flee to the wilderness and
encountered God in a life-changing way on Mount Horeb. A blazing bush that wasn't consumed by the fire
certainly caught Moses' attention while tending livestock! When God called Moses to bring the Israelites out of
Egypt, Moses questioned his own credibility to lead the people. But God answered those doubts by identifying
himself in a way that the people would recognize as prophetic. The Chapel of the Burning Bush inside St.
Catherine's Monastery in Egypt continues to protect the presumed site of that encounter.  Like Moses, we may
feel unqualified or an outsider, but has there been a "burning bush" moment in your life? Has an unexpected
opportunity or crisis allowed you to see how things can work out for the better, spiritually? When Evan heard
his cousin preach at the Mennonite Centre in London, those
sermons showed Evan how to reconcile an academic
perspective of history and his Mennonite beliefs. Moses
encountered God during his daily routine at work, and the
story of him changing careers at the age of 80 proves that
God can provide "burning bush" moments for any of us,
including our octogenarians! Basil of Caesarea (c.330-379)
wrote (abridged), "… teach me … to ask … for the right things.
Steer … the vessel of my life towards Thyself … to rejoice in
thy glorious and gladdening presence." [KH]

Friday Group   Our fall sessions begin Friday morning, October 3. We’ll meet, as in previous years, at
First Mennonite’s Education Building at 659 E. 52 Ave.  We’ll discuss The New Parish, by Paul Sparks,
Tim Soerens, and Dwight Friesen. The book can be ordered through Henry Neufeld before Sept. 7.

Church updates   Coming weeks will see updates to all our back-office church functions such as
photos of attenders, updates to church director and mailbox assignments.  Please clear out your
mailboxes if you haven’t visited them for a while. 

PGIMF News
September 14 Brent Siemens No Greater Love
September 21 Jim Neudorf Establish the Work of our Hands
September 28 Thomas Bergen Liturgies of the Mall
October 5 Veronica Dyck TBA

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.or
mailto:info@pgimf.org


MWC donation to $1000 to Travel Fund  
The PGIMF Church Board has received a request from Mennonite World Conference (MWC), which
seeks travel funds to enable members of the global Anabaptist fellowship in the Two-Thirds World to
travel to next year’s MWC in Harrisburg PA.  This journey will be difficult enough for people who
require visas to enter one of the strictest border-controls on the planet, but is made more difficult by
the fact that the airfare ($3000) costs four times the average annual salary for a worker in Zambia.  The
PGIMF Church Board has considered the request and proposes that the MWC Travel Fund receive
from PGIMF the sum of $1000 for the purpose of enabling all members of the Global
Anabaptist Communion to attend Mennonite World Conference in 2015.  Church attenders with
concerns over this proposal are requested to contact any member of the church board to discuss their
concerns as soon as possible.  A voice vote will be taken in a brief meeting after the service on
September 7

th
 to confirm the actions of the church board.

Wider Church
Regent College    East Vancouver artist Richard Tetrault works with materials as varied as acrylics,
linocuts, woodcuts and monotypes  to view the contemporary urban landscape through different
eyes.  His exhibit at the Regent College Lookout Gallery begins September 10th with a reception and
viewing from 4:30 - 7:30 pm, and runs until October 3rd. All welcome!

MCC James Fine and Cindy Byler have just completed a four-year term of service as program
coordinators for MCC in Erbil, Iraq, and have written, blogged and been interviewed on CBC about
their experience.  Despite the horror, there is tremendous hope in their stories.  See more and listen
to the interview at http://mcc.org/stories/life-iraq? 

Women's Retreat @ Camp Squeah   Just as the weather begins to turn cold, you’ll warm up with the
stories and wisdom of the women collected at the Women’s Retreat at Camp Squeah this October 17
- 19.  With speaker April Yamasaki, you’ll learn to unwrap the gifts that God has given you.  For more
infomation or to register by October 1st, go to http://www.mcbc.ca/event/womens-retreat-3/ or
contact Waltrude Gortzen (contact infor available from webmaster)

Mennonite Church BC    MCBC  presents the Sto:lo History & Culture Learning Day at St. Mary’s
Residential School 34110 (Lougheed Highway, Mission) on October 18 from 1:00 pm – 4:30 pm.  With
Brander McDonald (MCBC Indigenous Relations) leading, you will hear Sonny McHalsie of the Sto:lo
Siems Anthropology Department, and Sakej Ward, a Sto:lo History and First Nations Warrior Society
Speaker discuss their passion for the interface between settler and Sto:lo culture in history,
governance, land, residential schools, healing, social justice, language and culture.  Suggested
donation of $15.  More information at  http://www.mcbc.ca/event/stolo-history-culture-learning-day/ 

Ten Thousand Villages    Fair Trade Coffee on Sale Now!    From September 2 - 14, all bags of Level
Ground coffee (484 g) are only $9.99 (regular $13.90) when you buy online or in Ten Thousand
Villages stores.  Choose from Tanzanian Medium Roast, Colombian Medium Roast, Dark Espresso and
more. Producers have been paid in full. 

The BC MB Conference has had two sudden changes of staff in addition to the changes to the C2C
mission program that will now be operated from the national level.  Theresa Chisholm (bookkeeper)
has left to pursue other opportunities and Jessica Cool (receptionist) will leave very shortly for a
maternity leave.  Last, with all the changes, an executive assistant is needed to assist the regional
Executive Directors. Those among the congregations who are experienced “shoulder-tappers” are
asked to do so now, as the conference is much at sea right now.  Contact Betty Ann Dykshoorn, CPA-
CMA atthe BC MB office  (Please, no phone calls).   Your prayers for the conference and its staff are
avidly solicited.

http://mcc.org/stories/life-iraq?
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http://www.mcbc.ca/event/stolo-history-culture-learning-day/


Exodus 12:1-14

1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land
of Egypt:

2 This month shall mark for you the beginning of
months; it shall be the first month of the year for
you.  3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel that
on the tenth of this month they are to take a
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 
4 If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it
shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one;
the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the
number of people who eat of it.  5 Your lamb
shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you
may take it from the sheep or from the goats.  6

You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this
month; then the whole assembled congregation
of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.  7 They shall
take some of the blood and put it on the two
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which
they eat it.  8 They shall eat the lamb that same
night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs.    9 Do not

eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted
over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner
organs.  10 You shall let none of it remain until
the morning; anything that remains until the
morning you shall burn.  11 This is how you shall
eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall
eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD.  12

For I will pass through the land of Egypt that
night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the
land of Egypt, both human beings and animals;
on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments:
I am the LORD.  13 The blood shall be a sign for
you on the houses where you live: when I see the
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for
you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the
LORD; throughout your generations you shall
observe it as a perpetual ordinance.    [NRSV]

Psalm 119:33-40

33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 
   and I will observe it to the end.  
34 Give me understanding, that I may keep your
law
    and observe it with my whole heart.
35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
   for I delight in it.
36 Turn my heart to your decrees, 
   and not to selfish gain.

37 Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; 
   give me life in your ways.
38 Confirm to your servant your promise, 
   which is for those who fear you.
39 Turn away the disgrace that I dread, 
   for your ordinances are good.
40 See, I have longed for your precepts; 
   in your righteousness give me life.    [NRSV]



Romans 13:8-14

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one
another; for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law.  9 The commandments, "You
shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder;
You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any
other commandment, are summed up in this
word, "Love your neighbor as yourself."  10 Love
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is
the fulfilling of the law.

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is

now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers;  12 the night is far gone, the
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of
darkness and put on the armor of light;  13 let us
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.  14

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.   
[NRSV]

Matthew 18:15-20

15 "If another member of the church sins against
you, go and point out the fault when the two of
you are alone. If the member listens to you, you
have regained that one.  16 But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along with
you, so that every word may be confirmed by the
evidence of two or three witnesses.  17 If the
member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church; and if the offender refuses to listen even

to the church, let such a one be to you as a
Gentile and a tax collector.  18 Truly I tell you,
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.  19 Again, truly I tell you, if two
of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it
will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  20

For where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there among them."   [NRSV]

Wisdom Corner

Love is not really an action that you do. Love is what you are. Love is a place that
already exists inside you. It is a place you must learn to go to, which is within you but
bigger than you at the same time. That’s the paradox. It’s within you and yet beyond
you. That’s why what characterizes this True Self is a sense of abundance, of
enoughness. You know you’ve found the deep well, as Teresa of Avila put it, or, as Jesus
put it, a well that will never go dry (John 7:38) and will never stop flowing. It will only
increase by usage, as all spiritual gifts do (whereas material gifts decrease by use).

- Richard Rohr


