
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Pacific Centre for Discipleship Association   
You are welcome to join the PCDA for its AGM to be
held this Tuesday September 23rd at 7:30 pm in the
Chapel at MSC.  This particularly interesting time will
involve making plans for the future of the Centre.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

September 21st,  2014
Jim Neudorf  - Establish the Work of our Hands

Worship leader: Victoria Pelletier Music: Angela Ruthven
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday   Brent Siemens recounted for us the story of Joseph from Genesis 44, but from the
perspective of one of Joseph’s brothers - Judah, the fourth-born - as a testament to God’s working in the
lives of scandalously-imperfect people. The story began in Genesis 37 with Joseph acknowledged as
favourite of his father Jacob by his favourite wife Rachel. Judah, leading his nine other brothers in mischief,
acted on their dislike of Joseph and sold him into slavery. Brent followed Judah through Genesis 38 as he
lived a selfish life apart from God, marrying outside the clan to a Canaanite woman, two of whose sons she
bore him died at God’s hands. Though the main narrative followed Joseph’s blessing at the hands of God,
Brent continued with Judah through Genesis 42 and 43 when the family’s time of need brought all the
brothers back together. When Joseph restrains Simeon in Egypt the first time the family came seeking
food, one senses this is no act of revenge, but a test. And when the family returned to Joseph in Egypt
once again to beg for more food, Joseph recreated the test that led to his slavery and seized Benjamin
through trickery.  “Does hatred, jealousy and favouritism still rule the family? Can I trust them?” is the axis
of Joseph’s test.  The brothers are mortified, but Judah however, rose to the challenge, offering to trade
places with Benjamin and remain in Egypt to allow Benjamin to return home to his father Jacob.  Brent
pointed out the changes in the brothers reflected in the text, from “the sons of Jacob” to “Judah and his
brothers”; that Jacob’s favouritism no longer rules the family, and that Judah has assumed responsibility
along with the mantle of leadership. Brent ascribed four lessons to this story, noting that (1) God doesn’t
give up on people, even when people fail him; (2) that God brings about transformation in his own time -
actively with Joseph, more passively with Judah;
(3) God desires us to be our brothers’ keeper, to
actively interfere in each others’ lives to good
intent; and (4) God asks us to look to each other
in sacrificial love, as Judah did for Benjamin, and
Jesus (a direct descendant of Judah) did for us.
Greater love has no-one than this, that he lays
down his life for his friends. [AP]

L   Friday Group   Our fall sessions begin Friday morning, October 3.  We’ll meet, as in previous
years, at First Mennonite’s Education Building at 659 E. 52 Ave.  We’ll discuss The New Parish, by
Paul Sparks, Tim Soerens, and Dwight Friesen.  (See Henry Neufeld’s review of this book at
News’n’Notes at http://www.mcbc.ca/2014/09/02/the-new-parish/ )

Church updates   Please see the church list in the hall to amend any of your own information, or that
of anyone you know.  This year, the list of “Friends” will be pruned.  Have your photo taken by Rosie if
you want to add or update yours.  And please clear out your mailboxes if you haven’t visited them
for a while. Some have some good stuff in them.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.mcbc.ca/2014/09/02/the-new-parish/


PGIMF News
September 28 Thomas Bergen Liturgies of the Mall
October 5 Veronica Dyck TBA
October 12 Readings and Prayers for Thanksgiving Sunday
October 19 Heather Murray TBA

Wider Church
Gaza Response   MCC is looking to increase their project of distributing locally-purchased food to
230 Gaza families made homeless by the violence.  Through their local partner Al Najd Development
Forum, MCC’s project only addresses part of the need felt by more than 108,000 people directly
displaced in the latest of fighting.  MCC is accepting funds for this effort and you may give by calling
1-888-622-6337 or by sending their donation to MCC specifying “Gaza response.”

Canadian Foodgrains Bank is also responding to the needs of people in the Gaza Strip through its
member Mennonite Central Committee (MCC).  The Foodgrains Bank, through MCC, is providing food
baskets to 460 vulnerable families, compromised of about 3,220 people, on a monthly basis for eight
months. The project is also providing basic kitchen utensils for families.  You can contribute to this
effort too by calling 1-800-665-0377 or mailing your cheque to Canadian Foodgrains Bank, P.O. Box
767, Winnipeg , MB, R3C 2L4 and designating your gift “Gaza Response”.

Columbia Bible College AGM Columbia Bible College is supported by both the BCMB and MCBC
Conferences and invites you to attend, or perhaps even be one of the 20 MB and 10 MC voting
delegates, and find out about the work Columbia is doing in our community.  Guests welcome, or to
be a delegate contact your conference office or the President's office at CBC (604.853.3567 ext. 441 ).  
 Thursday October 9th at 7:00 pm in the dining room at Columbia College 2940 Clearbrook Rd,
Abbotsford.  Dessert and refreshments served beginning at 6:45 pm.,  

MB Herald   The recent issue (now available on-line at www.mbherald.com ) has a number of
excellent articles in it, highlighting Winnipeg Artist Faye Hall and her feature work “Fire and Ice
inspired by the story of Dirk Willms, but in particular a followup on the “Hemmorhaging Faith”
project.  Read it on-line, or MB members may sign up for their own free subscription with Andre.  

Pacific Theatre
Pacific Theatre invites you to their first show of the 2014-15 season, Richard Nash’s The Rainmaker.  A
charismatic man comes to the drought-ridden ranch where Lizzie and her family see their dreams
vanishing in the barren lands.  He promises the family more than rain - he promises Lizzie hope - or
does he?  This delightful prairie romance runs on the Main Stage at Pacific Theatre (1440 W. 12

th
 Ave.

at Hemlock) from October 10 - November 1 with shows Wednesday - Saturday at 8:00 pm and 2:00
pm matinees on Saturdays.  Tickets $26.25 adults and S/S, available at the box office at 604-731-5518
or online at www.pacifictheatre.org.  Seasons tickets also available at a substantial discount online -
check the homepage for more details.

http://www.mbherald.com
http://www.pacifictheatre.org


Genesis 2:4-20

4 These are the generations of the heavens and
the earth when they were created.

In the day that the Lord God made the earth and
the heavens, 5when no plant of the field was yet
in the earth and no herb of the field had yet
sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it
to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to
till the ground; 6but a stream would rise from the
earth, and water the whole face of the ground—
7then the Lord God formed man from the dust of
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and the man became a living
being. 8And the Lord God planted a garden in
Eden, in the east; and there he put the man
whom he had formed. 9Out of the ground the
Lord God made to grow every tree that is
pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree
of life also in the midst of the garden, and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river flows out of Eden to water the garden,
and from there it divides and becomes four
branches. 11The name of the first is Pishon; it is
the one that flows around the whole land of
Havilah, where there is gold; 12and the gold of

that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are
there. 13The name of the second river is Gihon; it
is the one that flows around the whole land of
Cush. 14The name of the third river is Tigris, which
flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the
Euphrates.

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the
garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And the
Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may freely
eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’

18 Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the
man should be alone; I will make him a helper as
his partner.’ 19So out of the ground the Lord God
formed every animal of the field and every bird
of the air, and brought them to the man to see
what he would call them; and whatever the man
called each living creature, that was its name.
20The man gave names to all cattle, and to the
birds of the air, and to every animal of the field;
but for the man there was not found a helper as
his partner.    [NRSV]

Ecclesiastes 1:1-11

1The words of the Teacher, the son of David,
king in Jerusalem.
2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
   vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
3 What do people gain from all the toil
   at which they toil under the sun?
4 A generation goes, and a generation comes,
   but the earth remains for ever.
5 The sun rises and the sun goes down,
   and hurries to the place where it rises.
6 The wind blows to the south,
   and goes round to the north;
round and round goes the wind,
   and on its circuits the wind returns.
7 All streams run to the sea,
   but the sea is not full;
to the place where the streams flow,

   there they continue to flow.
8 All things are wearisome;
   more than one can express;
the eye is not satisfied with seeing,
   or the ear filled with hearing.
9 What has been is what will be,
   and what has been done is what will be done;
   there is nothing new under the sun.
10 Is there a thing of which it is said,
   ‘See, this is new’?
It has already been,
   in the ages before us.
11 The people of long ago are not remembered,
   nor will there be any remembrance
of people yet to come
   by those who come after them.     [NRSV]



John 15:1-6

1‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vine-grower. 2He removes every branch in me
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have
already been cleansed by the word that I have
spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you

unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in
them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in
me is thrown away like a branch and withers;
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire,
and burned.    [NRSV]

Psalm 90

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the
world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

You turn men back to dust, saying, "Return to dust, O sons of men." 
For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by,
or like a watch in the night.  You sweep men away in the sleep of
death; they are like the new grass of the morning—though in the
morning it springs up new, by evening it is dry and withered.

We are consumed by your anger and terrified by your indignation.  You
have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your
presence.  All our days pass away under your wrath; we finish our years
with a moan.  The length of our days is seventy years – or eighty, if we
have the strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they
quickly pass, and we fly away.  Who knows the power of your anger? For
your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you.  Teach us to number our
days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

Relent, O LORD! How long will it be? Have compassion on your
servants. Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we
may sing for joy and be glad all our days.  Make us glad for as many
days as you have afflicted us, for as many years as we have seen
trouble.

May your deeds be shown to your servants, your splendor to their
children. May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the
work of our hands for us—

yes, establish the work of our hands.


