
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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October 5th,  2014
Veronica Dyck  - The Song of the Vineyard: A harvest of sour grapes

Worship leader: Diane Ehling Music: Andrea Siemens
Accompanist: Andre Pekovich Usher: Peter Neudorf

Last Sunday   Thomas Bergen, in the first of three talks entitled “Liturgies of the Mall” began with a quote from
American novelist David Foster Wallace, “everybody worships - the only choice you get is what you worship”.
Choose a spiritual thing to worship, for everything else will eat you alive. Worship of wealth, money, power,
beauty; all are default settings for being human, so our challenge is not to wait for the mountaintop experiences
to turn us into active and vivid Christians, but rather to let the ordinary day-to-day processes - cultural liturgies -
turn us into worshippers.  We must choose between worshipping God, or worshipping a false god, for our
cultural practices will lead us to worship something - neither atheism nor secularism can truly be said to exist. 
An observer with no knowledge of humans might find our religion in a shopping mall, where large groups of
‘pilgrims’ come great distances to respond to a summons advertised as “blow-out sale” in a building designed to
evoke awe and lose track of time, with individual ‘chapels’ designed to respond to every need. This worship
space is governed by its own liturgical calendar of sale days, with icons of worship (mannequins), acolytes
(salespeople), mysteries (transubstantiation at the cash register), and mission (who seeks, shall find his desire). 
Pilgrims leaving the mall go as missionaries on the Great Commission, with shopping bags advertising their
beliefs in unified messages of economic success.  Both mall and church hew to a mechanism: A promise of
salvation, a communal web of belonging, an invitation into a mystery, a mission to evangelize others, and a
training of desire towards an ultimate object of love.  But our worshipful response in the mall is to consume
things, compare ourselves to others with marketing, without wondering where this stuff comes from, in the hope
of living the good life.  By contrast, our worship in the church begins with a confession of sin, an
acknowledgment of the mystery of God’s love, and ends with a joyful recognition of our being made new in
Jesus Christ, as His servants in mission to our neighbours and our world.  Thomas invites you to choose which is
the more fulfilling for you. [AP]

PGIMF News
October 12 Readings and Prayers for Thanksgiving Sunday
October 19 Heather Murray TBA
October 26 Thomas Bergen Liturgies of the Stadium
November 2 Brent Siemens Revelation 7

Wider Church
MCC    MCC still seeks donations of 4,000 relief kits and 10,000 hygiene kits for 16 million people in
Iraq, Syria, and South Sudan whose lives have been disrupted by war. Relief and hygiene kits provide
valuable supplies to families in perilous circumstances.  Donate yours at www.mcccanada.ca 

MCBC Fundraising Dessert at Peace Mennonite Church (11571 Daniels Road; Richmond) on
Thursday, Oct. 16th from 7:30-8:30pm.  Come learn about how the ministries of MCBC benefit you
and your congregation.  Come prepared to contribute to the ministries of MCBC., and enjoy desserts, 
and a music feature from a Columbia Bible College student, and a video "MCBC: Better Together."

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://www.mcccanada.ca


Vancouver Cantata Singers invite you to attend the opening concert of their 2014-5 season
Saturday October 25th at 8:00 pm at Christ Church Cathedral 690 Burrard St. in Vancouver.  Frank
Martin’s Mass for Unaccompanied Double Choir leads off a concert entitle Baroque Heritage &
Modern Age.   The concert also featuring works by Bach, Stravinsky Bloch, Poulenc and Orban.   
Tickets $30 ($25 Students/Seniors) at www.vancouvercantatasingers.com.  You can also subscribe to
the whole season and save 20% - $112 for adults, $99 students/seniors.  

Pacifica Singers present Miserere.    Join Pacifica singers on Saturday October 24th at St. Helen's
Anglican Church (4405 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver) for a night of beautiful sacred works by Lassus,
Buxtehude and Bozhinov.  Admission is $20. Tickets are available at the door or from members of the
choir (e.g. Thomas and Cara)

MC Canada    Beginning on Oct. 21, the Anabaptist Network in the U.K. will be presenting a series of
webinars on The Opportunities and Challenges of Post-Christendom. Stuart Murray and five other
thinkers and authors will engage the topic of the future of the church. The first in the series is entitled
"The Fading Brilliance of Christendom" (Oct. 21). Details at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/2411. 

Isaiah 5:1-7

1Let me sing for my beloved
   my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
   on a very fertile hill.
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones,
   and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watch-tower in the midst of it,
   and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
   but it yielded wild grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
   and people of Judah,
judge between me
   and my vineyard.
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard
   that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
   why did it yield wild grapes?

5 And now I will tell you
   what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
   and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
   and it shall be trampled down.
6 I will make it a waste;
   it shall not be pruned or hoed,
   and it shall be overgrown with briers and
thorns;
I will also command the clouds
   that they rain no rain upon it.

7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts
   is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
   are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice,
   but saw bloodshed;
righteousness,
   but heard a cry!     [NRSV]

Psalm 80: 1-2; 8-19

To the leader: on Lilies, a Covenant. Of Asaph. A Psalm.
1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
   you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim,
shine forth

2   before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.
Stir up your might,
   and come to save us!

[..]
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7 Restore us, O God of hosts;
   let your face shine, that we may be saved.

8 You brought a vine out of Egypt;
   you drove out the nations and planted it.
9 You cleared the ground for it;
   it took deep root and filled the land.
10 The mountains were covered with its shade,
   the mighty cedars with its branches;
11 it sent out its branches to the sea,
   and its shoots to the River.
12 Why then have you broken down its walls,
   so that all who pass along the way pluck its
fruit?
13 The boar from the forest ravages it,
   and all that move in the field feed on it.

14 Turn again, O God of hosts;
   look down from heaven, and see;
have regard for this vine,
15   the stock that your right hand planted.
16 They have burned it with fire, they have cut it
down;
   may they perish at the rebuke of your
countenance.
17 But let your hand be upon the one at your
right hand,
   the one whom you made strong for yourself.
18 Then we will never turn back from you;
   give us life, and we will call on your name.

19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;
   let your face shine, that we may be saved.  

 [NRSV]

Philippians 3:4b-14

4If anyone else has reason to be confident in the
flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as
to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of
the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless.

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to
regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that,
I regard everything as loss because of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all
things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order
that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes

from the law, but one that comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God based on
faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I
may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12 Not that I have already obtained this or have
already reached the goal; but I press on to make
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have
made it my own; but this one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward
to what lies ahead, 14I press on towards the goal
for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ
Jesus.    [NRSV]

Matthew 21:33-46

33 ‘Listen to another parable. There was a
landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants and
went to another country. 34When the harvest time
had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to
collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned

another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than
the first; and they treated them in the same way.
37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They
will respect my son.” 38But when the tenants saw
the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir;
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” 39So
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard,
and killed him.



40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?’ 41They said to
him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable
death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants
who will give him the produce at the harvest
time.’

42 Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the
scriptures:
“The stone that the builders rejected
   has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
   and it is amazing in our eyes”?

43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be
taken away from you and given to a people that
produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces;
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.’

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard
his parables, they realized that he was speaking
about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but
they feared the crowds, because they regarded
him as a prophet.     [NRSV]

Call to Worship

What is the foundation upon which our life rests— is it strength of human character?

No. Our hearts are not constant.

What is the soil that makes our spirits grow— is it the pleasure of human society?

No. Friendliness alone is too shallow.

Whose is the hand that guides our way—is it the touch of wise friend or honored kin?

No. Our feet wander of their own accord.

What then?

Where can we stand?

What helps us grow?

Who leads us aright?

It is Jesus and His Way, for Christ alone can be our Sovereign and our Source.

So let us turn to him as we come to worship God. 

Rod Sykes in Gathering,  Pentecost 2, 2014, page 30

Wisdom Corner

And this has been a summer to break one's heart.  The list includes the shooting down of the Malaysian airliner
in Ukraine; the rocket attacks in Gaza and Israel; the shooting of three Mounties in Moncton; the ongoing
fighting in Syria; the frightful Ebola outbreak in West Africa; the kidnapping of girls in Nigeria; an earthquake in
China; the shooting of an unarmed black teen in Missouri; the suicide of Robin Williams; attacks on the Yazidi
minority in Iraq by Islamist terrorists; and the beheading of journalist James Foley by those same radicals.
Added to this is a food crisis facing as many as four million people in South Sudan. It is the result of fighting
between government and rebel forces -- potentially the worst hunger crisis in Africa since the 1980s.
In 1986, Calvin Seerveld wrote a hymn titled A Congregational Lament. The first line goes: "Why, Lord, must evil
seem to get its way?" It's still a good question today.

-John Longhurst
Republished from the Winnipeg Free Press


