
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Peace Theology
Bob Ekblad, theologian and outreach
worker in Mt. Vernon where Harold
attends church has a blog with an
interesting response that demands a call
from Canadian Mennonites.  Read it at 
http://bobekblad.blogspot.ca/ or see his
website at www.bobekblad.com .

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
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October 26th,  2014
Thomas Bergen - Liturgies of the Stadium

Worship leader: Jonathan Ehling Music: Angela Ruthven
Accompanist: Cara Bergen Usher: Erna Friesen

Last Sunday     Heather Pauls Murray, in her first public speaking, told stories of the heart. When first at the
Menno Simons Centre twelve years ago, she, in the insignificance of her life, was confronted by an important
figure who noted that ‘this is one of many important times in your life’ and is to be lived fully.  Life at the
residence reinforced that view in discussions with fellow residents on the meaning of life, consideration of
agonizing questions, all of which strengthened her spirituality.  The searching for knowledge typified by
university was set in its proper place by her reading of Ecclesiastes 8:16, noting the search after knowledge was
fruitless. The living of life instead - dinners, talks and hikes with friends - instead determined the growth of her
spiritual life.  Once married and with family (a new stage with equal value), Heather noted her spiritual life
remains heavy with feeling and emotion, immune to the searching for knowledge, until suddenly the lived life
illuminates Scripture.  1Corinthians 13's passage on Love conflicted with Heather’s understanding of knowledge
as eternal.  But as she lived her married life, she came to realize how much more eternal and transforming was
love, compared to knowledge, which seems to change with every stage and generation.  So too did her
understanding of John 15:12-37 on sacrificial love also transform her once she had a family.   Stories of
neighbours caring for parents and friends sacrificing their schooling for others reinforced this view for Heather.
‘Why should we sacrifice? is the answer of the head full of knowledge.  ‘Why should I not sacrifice?’ is the answer
of the heart, informed by Scripture.  God as father now also
stands out for Heather in a different way from her early life.  The
un-understandable fears of her parents on a long trip to the
Yukon now find meaning for Heather as she watches her own
children meet life’s challenges.  Heather is always reminded that
there is a time for everything - a time for study, travel and
adventuring; a time for pouring everything into her marriage; and
now is a time for sacrifice for her family.  At every stage, there will
be a passage of scripture to illuminate itself for her that was
previously hidden.  So too is it for each of us - young, old,
working, retired, in school, at home, out in the world - and every
stage is to be lived fully.   [AP]

PGIMF News
November 2 Brent Siemens Revelation 7
November 9 J. Evan Kreider Peace Sunday
November 16 Henry Krause TBA
November 23 Thomas Bergen Liturgies of the University

The Friday Group will meet this Friday (Oct. 31) at 10:00 a.m. at First Mennonite's Education Building.
 Please review chapters 4 (How Worship beyond the Gathering reconfigures the Church) and 5
(Finding the Church in all of Life.)  All are welcome.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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Wider Church
Vancouver Cantata Singers   invites you to support them at their annual gala fundraiser Spinal
Chord! at the modern Blusson Centre for Spinal Cord Research  Spinal Chord!   This partnership
fundraiser with ICORD and VCS takes place Saturday November 1st, at 7pm at the Blusson Spinal
Cord Centre, 818 West 10th Ave. Vancouver.  Tickets $100 (with a tax receipt for $80 issued).

BCMB    Keep up to date with the goings-on in BC with MB churches at the BCMB website at
www.bcmb.org and the monthly newsletter focussing on areas of ministry and churches engaged with
their neighbours.  http://www.bcmb.org/downloads/sb_bcmb/SeptemberBCMBNewsletter.pdf

Regent College   You are invited to join Regent staff, students and the public for “Freedom in the
Busy: Celebrating Sabbath in a World that Never Stops,” to discuss how Sabbath is not just a rest
from your workweek but a reorientation of your life in an on-line discussion with Bruce Hindmarsh,
Ann Voskamp, Mark Buchanan, and Paige Gutacker on Thursday Nov. 6 from 12-1 PM.  You can watch
the live event online at www.regentredux.net or on the Big Screen: Regent College will be open the
Chapel for you to watch the event with your friends and fellow listeners

Questioning Triumphant Abundance    Rev. Dr. Harold Munn invites you to this talk exploring the
Future of Environmentalism and Civil Society with Peter Robinson, CEO of the David Suzuki
Foundation on Sunday November 2nd at 7:00 pm at St. Anselm’s Church 5210 University Blvd,
Vancouver.  Free student dinner at 6:00 pm - please reserve for dinner a couple of days in advance. 

Mennonite Historical Society of British Columbia   The MHSBC invites you to Dan Unrau’s talk "No
Place On Earth; No Home But Heaven? Mennonites & Jews On the Move" at 7:00 pm, Saturday,
November 1st at Bakerview MB Church 2285 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford.  Admission by donation. 

Jubilate!   Larry Nickel’s choir Jubilate! invites you to their winter concert  Winter Light with music
by Schaefer, Gjeilo, Ešenvalds, Parry, and Whitacre with modern pieces by Cat Stevens and the Beatles
interpreted for the choir. November 29, at 8:00 pm at Shaughnessy Heights United Church, 1550 West
33rd Ave., Vancouver.  Tickets at Tickets Tonight or see the website at www.jubilate.ca  

MCBC    Out of concern that most attenders of MCBC churches don’t know what the Conference does,
a volunteer (Aften Thiessen, administrator at Sherbrooke and MCBC offices) has put together a short
video about what MCBC does to help explain   The video is on the MCBC homepage at
http://www.mcbc.ca/  

1 Corinthians 9:24-27

24
 Do you not know that in a race all the runners

run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way
as to get the prize. 

25
 Everyone who competes in the

games goes into strict training. They do it to get a
crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown
that will last forever. 

26
 Therefore I do not run like

someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a
boxer beating the air. 

27
 No, I strike a blow to my

body and make it my slave so that after I have
preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified
for the prize. [NIV]
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Matthew 18:1-4

1
 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and

asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

2
 He called a little child to him, and placed the child

among them. 
3
 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless

you change and become like little children, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

4
 Therefore,

whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

5
 And whoever

welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.
[NIV]

1Timothy 4:7-10

6
 If you point these things out to the brothers and

sisters,[a] you will be a good minister of Christ
Jesus, nourished on the truths of the faith and of
the good teaching that you have followed. 

7
 Have

nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’
tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 

8
 For

physical training is of some value, but godliness has

value for all things, holding promise for both the
present life and the life to come. 

9
 This is a

trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance. 
10

That is why we labor and strive, because we have
put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of
all people, and especially of those who believe.

[NIV]

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

18
 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a

person commits are outside the body, but whoever
sins sexually, sins against their own body. 

19
 Do you

not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy

Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from
God? You are not your own; 

20
 you were bought at

a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.
[NIV]

Proverbs 8:22-31 

22
 “The Lord brought me forth as the first of his

works,
    before his deeds of old;
23

 I was formed long ages ago,
    at the very beginning, when the world came to
be.
24

 When there were no watery depths, I was given
birth,
    when there were no springs overflowing with
water;
25

 before the mountains were settled in place,
    before the hills, I was given birth,
26

 before he made the world or its fields
    or any of the dust of the earth.

27
 I was there when he set the heavens in place,

    when he marked out the horizon on the face of
the deep,
28

 when he established the clouds above
    and fixed securely the fountains of the deep,
29

 when he gave the sea its boundary
    so the waters would not overstep his command,
   and when he marked out the foundations of the
earth.
30

     Then I was constantly at his side.
   I was filled with delight day after day,
    rejoicing always in his presence,
31

 rejoicing in his whole world
    and delighting in mankind. [NIV]



Peaceful call to worship

So Jesus came
and proclaimed peace
to you who were far off
and peace to those who were near… Ephesians 2:17
Welcome to worship!
Jesus calls us here,
Jesus calls us from far and near
to hear a message of peace.
Whether you feel far from God, or near to God,
this peace can be yours this morning,
a gift from the God of grace.
Let’s pray together:
God of grace,
you know our hearts, you know what we need
even when we ourselves don’t know what that is.
This morning fill us with peace;
peace that passes understanding, 
peace that bubbles over,
peace that needs to be shared,
so that we can be your disciples
with good news for our neighbours near at hand,
and our neighbours far away.  Amen.

Wisdom Corner


