
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org                 E-mail: info@@pgimf.org 

December 28th , 2014
Andre Pekovich - Carpe Diem

Worship leader: Andre Pekovich Music: J. Evan Kreider
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Erna Freisen

Last Sunday    Jenna Veenbaas delivered a dramatic monologue from the perspective of Mary, mother of
Jesus. From hearing the prophecies of the Messiah by Micah to the annunciation by an angel as recorded in
Luke, her first-person perspective really conveyed the miracle of Immanuel -- God With Us.   [KH]

Two Sundays Ago    Rosie Perera spoke on "Patient Endurance: Advent Reflections on Waiting from the Book
of Revelation" based on Rev. 6:9-11 (souls of martyrs under the altar asking how long before Lord judges the
inhabitants of the earth), Rev. 10:1-7 (there will be no more delay ... when the 7th angel is to blow his trumpet,
the mystery of God will be fulfilled), and Rev. 12:1-6,13-17 (The Woman and the Dragon). Our anticipation of
celebrating the birth of Jesus helps us to endure present trials while patiently waiting for the 2nd coming of
Christ.  [KH]

PGIMF News
January 4 Henry Neufeld Raising Cain
January 11 Winston Pratt Psalm 90
January 18 Catherine Cooper Lectionary
January 25 Michelle Drewitz TBA

Snow Days   You will see this weekly reminder to check your e-mail by 8:30 on Sunday mornings when snow is
expected or has fallen, to find out if the service has been cancelled.  The worship leader for each Sunday will be
responsible for checking the conditions (walks shovelled, road conditions, etc.) in the area of the church with
an appropriate person (residence coordinators or other church members in West Point Grey) and will "call off"
the service as decided in their sole discretion.

Last Sunday for donations.  Get your donations in now to qualify for 2014 income tax receipts. 

 Starting Time for PGIMF services
We’ve completed our trial and evaluated the results.  Though two of four potluck Sundays showed
an increase in students attending, nevertheless there was no proof the change in starting time was
of value.  An e-mail poll of the congregation returned 30 responses out of 58 possible (a strong
result for an average attendance of 35), and those results indicated 9 favoured a 10:30 start, 18
favoured a 10:00 am start, and 3 were ambivalent.  The Board has decided that our best response is
to keep our word and return to a 10:00 am starting time for our Sunday services and discuss further
what other steps we might take to engage others in our congregation or accommodate those with
a 10:30 preference.  

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@@pgimf.org
http://www.pgimf.org/audio/2014-11-30-tonytremblett.mp3
http://dashhouse.com/


Website of the Day
Darryl Dash is a Waterloo and
Heritage Theological Seminary
grad now planting churches in
Toronto, with a fresh view of life,
churches, friends and Ecclesiastes. 
http://dashhouse.com/ 

Wider Church
Regent College  Thomas Merton is viewed, by many, as one of the
most significant contemplative theologians and prophetic Christian
public thinkers of the 20th century.  January 2015 signals the 100th
anniversary of Merton’s birth.  On January 29

th
 from 1:300 pm to 3:30

pm, Regent will host a Thomas Merton Symposium entitled Thomas
Merton: A Man for All Seasons.  Featuring Jens Zimmerman (TWU on
bonhoeffer and Merton, Lynn Szabo (TWU) on Merton’s Theology and
Poetry, and Ron Dart (UFV) on CS Lewis and Merton. All weclome.  For
more information or to register, see 
http://www.regent-college.edu/about-us/events/  

MCC-BC    The unusually high number of emergencies this year has put a strain on MCC's resources and ability
to respond to disasters. We are low on funds and out of relief kits, hygiene kits and blankets.

Mennonite Church Canada    The discernment series on human sexuality continues with the release of Being a
Faithful Church 6.  Building on the work of BFC 5, which identified serious differences as well as a deep desire
for unity in our hearts, the fruit of discernment will be discussed in BFC 6 which asks three important questions. 
Processing these questions with responses from the congregations is the work of BFC 6 and you are invited to
look at the materials (download only) from the CommonWord Resource Centre (a collaboration of Mennonite
Church Canada and CMU) at http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17279 

Bethany College   announces 2015 closure.  The board of Bethany College, Hepburn, Sask., emerged from
December board meetings with sobering news: the current school year (2014–2015) will be the 87-year-old
rural Saskatchewan institution’s final year. The college, co-sponsored by the MB churches of Saskatchewan and
Alberta, with the Saskatchewan Evangelical Mennonite Mission Conference, began in 1927.  A long-term trend
of declining enrollment hit a critical point in spring 2014 with projected numbers for 2014/2015 well behind
previous years’.  Despite appeals for financial support , prayer and students, and with staff laid off for the
summer, the board determined the college would cease operation “in its current iteration” in 2015.

Candlelighting Liturgy
Christmas Eve/Christmas Day 

Leader The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
People: those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
Leader: Our Advent journey is now complete.  
People: The darkness is gone.  The Light of the World is here!

Leader: Our hope has been met.  Our preparations are done.  Our joy has been made  perfect.  
People: The love of God as come to live among us.  And so, today, we light the candle of

Christ.
Leader: The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.  The long-awaited Christ has

come! 
People: Celebrating the birth of our Savior, we light this candle.  Together, we will shine 

with the radiant light of Christ!

Advent & Christmas ,  Words for Worship,  Year B  
by Amy Loving

http://worshipcloset.com/words-for-worship-advent-candlelighting-year-
b/

http://dashhouse.com/
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Ecclesiastes 9:1-12

1 All this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the
righteous and the wise and their deeds are in the
hand of God; whether it is love or hate one does
not know. Everything that confronts them 2is
vanity, since the same fate comes to all, to the
righteous and the wicked, to the good and the
evil, to the clean and the unclean, to those who
sacrifice and those who do not sacrifice. As are
the good, so are the sinners; those who swear are
like those who shun an oath. 3This is an evil in all
that happens under the sun, that the same fate
comes to everyone. Moreover, the hearts of all
are full of evil; madness is in their hearts while
they live, and after that they go to the dead. 4But
whoever is joined with all the living has hope, for
a living dog is better than a dead lion. 5The living
know that they will die, but the dead know
nothing; they have no more reward, and even the
memory of them is lost. 6Their love and their hate
and their envy have already perished; never again
will they have any share in all that happens under
the sun.

7 Go, eat your bread with enjoyment, and drink
your wine with a merry heart; for God has long
ago approved what you do. 8Let your garments
always be white; do not let oil be lacking on your
head. 9Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all
the days of your vain life that are given you
under the sun, because that is your portion in life
and in your toil at which you toil under the sun.
10Whatever your hand finds to do, do with your

might; for there is no work or thought or
knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are
going.

11 Again I saw that under the sun the race is not
to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor
bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent,
nor favour to the skilful; but time and chance
happen to them all. 12For no one can anticipate
the time of disaster. Like fish taken in a cruel net,
and like birds caught in a snare, so mortals are
snared at a time of calamity, when it suddenly
falls upon them. [NRSV]

How to Eat a Poem

        Don't be bashful.
        Bite in.
        Pick it up with your fingers and
        let the juice that may
        run down your chin.

        Life is ready and ripe
        NOW
        whenever you are.
        You don't need a knife or fork
        or spoon or napkin or tablecloth

        For there is no core
        or stem
        or rind
        or pit
        or seed
        or skin
        to throw away

 - Eve Merriam



Call to Worship

One Have mercy on me, O God,
All    according to your steadfast love;
One  according to your abundant mercy
All    blot out my transgressions.

Men Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
   and cleanse me from my sin.

Women For I know my transgressions,
   and my sin is ever before me.

One Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
   and done what is evil in your sight,

Men so that you are justified in your sentence
   and blameless when you pass judgement.

Women Indeed, I was born guilty,
   a sinner when my mother conceived me.

One You desire truth in the inward being;
All    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
One Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Men  Let me hear joy and gladness;

   let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
Women  Hide your face from my sins,

   and blot out all my iniquities.

One Create in me a clean heart, O God,
   and put a new and right spirit within me.

Women  Do not cast me away from your presence,
Men    and do not take your holy spirit from me.
One  Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

   and sustain in me a willing spirit.

All The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
   a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 - Ps 51:1-12, 15-17

Wisdom Corner

God took on all human nature and said “yes” to it forever! In varying degree and with infinite
qualities, God took on everything physical, material, and natural as himself. That is the full meaning of
the Incarnation. – Richard Rohr


