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April 1 , 2012st

Palm Sunday

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Veronica Dyck; Erna
Friesen will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Peter Neudorf is your usher, and
communion will be served.  Later we will be hearing from John Friesen, whose topic is entitled Atonement,
Scapegoating and The Cross, based on three readings from Leviticus 16, and John 1 & 11.  Please join us in the
lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.  Parents with small children, please note arrangements have
been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact
other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday  Last Sunday Joseph Dutko dealt with Jesus’ story about the prodigal son, pointing out that the
story is really about the father and should be called  “The Searching Father.”  This story needs to be seen in the
context of three stories: the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son. The son demands his inheritance (even
though his father had not died) and squanders it, bringing shame on the father and the family. The son does not
return home repentant, rather he develops a self-serving plan to earn his way back into the family. The father
sees his son from afar and runs to him – a culturally humiliating act. The father embraces his son without
hearing the son’s speech; he treats his son as if he never wronged the father. Faith is accepting God’s
acceptance of us; our worth comes from being loved by God. Sometimes we need to stop striving, to do nothing 
- just rest in God’s love for us. (HN)

PGIMF News
April 8 Easter Sunday Service of Prayers and Carols
April 15 Carl Friesen 1  Sunday after Easterst

April 22 Andre Pekovich 2  Sunday after Easternd

April 29 Rabbi David Mivasair The Prophetic voice of Judaism

The Wider Church
MB Mission  Please pray for John & Geri Ervin, worldwide missionaries in Media Production who resource
MB Mission workers.  Pray for their financial support and for God’s faithful provision so that video tools will
get into the hands of many people and churches.

MCC   Colombia faces one of the world’s largest humanitarian crises with over 5 million people forced from
their lands and homes by a violent civil conflict.  Justapaz, a ministry of the Mennonite Church of Colombia and
MCC partner, documents cases of human rights violations against Colombia’s faith community, leaders and
church members.  On Sunday, April 15, Colombian Mennonite churches ask North American congregations to
pray for the victims, perpetrators and peacemakers of this conflict.  Visit www.bc.mcc.org/peace/dayofprayer 

Vancouver Cantata Singers presents The Atrium Concert: Music for split choir and brass from the
Renaissance to the 20th century, with Canada’s foremost trombone ensemble, I Tromboni.  All of the music in
this concert, including major works of  Giovanni Gabrieli was composed to be performed antiphonally, that is,
from all sides, back and forth across the listener.  Sunday in Victoria, and Monday, April 23rd at 8:00pm at the
Blusson Spinal Cord Centre, 818 West 10th Avenue, Vancouver.  Tickets $30-$25 (with $10 student rush seats
at the door) available from http://www.vancouvercantatasingers.com/ or call 604-730-8856.
 
The Vancouver Chamber Choir presents Song Street:  More Music from the Stage with opera choruses and
scenes from Beethoven, Verdi, Puccini, Purcell, Mozart and Donizetti plus lighter music from Gilbert &
Sullivan, GianCarlo Menotti and Aaron Copland.  John William Trotter conducts the Chamber choir with the
Pacifica singers, and Stephen Smith at the piano.  Friday April 27  at 8:00 pm at Ryerson United Church, 2195th

W. 45  at Yew.  Tickets from ticketmaster or th www.vancouverchamberchoir.com

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.
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Regent College   presents the Spring Session, beginning May 7  with a course led by Michael Hodson inth

Designing Christian Social Enterprises.  If you’re thinking of starting a Christian Social Enterprise (CSE),
helping to develop one, or counselling those doing so, this course is for you!  (A CSE funds operations without
seeking to maximise profits, and consciously seeks to set its aims, strategy, ways of operating, and relations
with others according to the teaching and example of Christ.) It will appeal to those who wish to question the
methods of the profit-maximising firm; it will challenge them to think about the enterprise from theological-first
principles and to apply that theological perspective to multiple strategic areas, such as product selection,
marketing, and finance. This is a credit course funning from May 7 - 18, from 8:00 am to 11:00 am daily, and
you can get more information or enroll at www.regentcollege.edu

Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2012 will be held at the Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel, Richmond,
BC, from July 12 to 15. Some of the delegates will be wanting to stay with a billet.   If you could provide a
place for delegates that is a pet free, scent free, and smoke free environment, please contact our Billet
Coordinator, John Sawatzky, via email: assembly2012billet@gmail.com or by phone: (604) 278-4661. Please
state whether single or double occupancy is available and transportation can be provided to the assembly venue.
May God bless for your hospitality! 

MCBC Women’s Ministry Inspirational Day with guest speaker Eden Jersak.  Saturday May 5th at Bethel
Mennonite Church, 24687-56th Ave., Langley BC.  Registration at 10:00 am, event begins 10:30 with brunch at
noon and coffee in the afternoon.  All welcome to this event - please register through the MCBC Conference
office at  604-850-6658

2012 BCMB Convention   The Annual Convention will be held at Broadway MB Church in Chilliwack this
May 4-5 with the theme is "Enable Your Servants" for 2 days of worship, reporting, inspiration and prayer.  We
are encouraged to send 3 delegates this year. The cost to attend convention is $20/person and will include a light
breakfast, lunch and coffee breaks on Saturday.  Two documents are currently available (see Andre for a copy):

1.         2012 Convention Agenda (Official Report book will be more detailed)
2.         2012 Convention Recommendations

All attachments will also be uploaded onto the BCMB website for any delegates to review.  Just go to
www.bcmb.org, -  Events tab, and look for Convention Materials. You can also register for the Convention
there.  Please feel free to download any of the documents from the Conference web page, and if assistance is
needed, please call the Conference office at 604-853-6959.

Third Way Café   The Cafe’s A Sip of Scripture features this past week an essay on The Hunger Games, the
newest rage among entertainment aficionados.  The essay encourages you to think critically not only about this
form of entertainment, but the real-world connections its premises make to our own fears of totalitarian regimes,
and scarcity.  Takeaway quote:

“The Hunger Games only works if the reader or viewer can adequately buy into
the idea that a society could be so desensitized, so morally corrupt that it would
force its children to kill each other on television.”

Read more at http://www.thirdway.com/mm/?Page=7083|The+Hunger+Games 

Abendmusik Lenten Vespers
Timothy Corlis, Conductor

Gerald Harder, Organist

You and your friends are invited to Abendmusik's LentenVespers, 60 minutes of uninterrupted choral singing,
congregational hymns, meditative responsive readings and prayers.  This year's Lenten Vespers will conclude
with a performance of Fauré's Requiem for choir and organ.

Please bring friends who appreciate this type of music and an opportunity for reflection--no applause, no
sermon, no announcements. During one hymn, an offering will be taken in support of the Choir and The Menno
Simons Centre, a residence for the 22 Christian university students attending Vancouver's various universities
and colleges.

Last concert tonight at 8:00 pm at Knox United Church 5600 Balaclava at West 41st Avenue
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Call to Worship
[from Ps 118]

One Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.
God’s steadfast love endures forever!

Men In distress I called to the Lord. God answered and set me free!
With God on my side I have no fear. What can mere mortals do?

One God’s my strong champion. I flick off enemies like flies.
Hemmed-in by powerful people, I swat them away!

Women Surrounded on all sides, I swat them away!
Set upon like a swarm of angry bees, I swat them away!

One The Lord is my strength and my salvation.
I shall not die, but I shall live to tell of God’s great deeds!
The Lord tests me severely, but will not give me over to death.

Men Open up the gates of justice, that I may enter and praise God.
Through these gates the righteous enter to find God’s presence.  

One Thank God, who answered me and became my salvation!
The stone the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This is God’s doing, a marvel to behold.

Women Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
March with palm branches up to the altar!

All:  Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.
God’s steadfast love endures forever.

http://worshipcalls.blogspot.ca/2012/03/blessing-from-back-of-donkey_20.html

Philippians 2: 1-13

Imitating Christ’s Humility

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any1

consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete:2

be of the same mind, having the same love, being in
full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish3

ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to4

your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let5

the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
 who, though he was in the form of God,6

   did not regard equality with God
   as something to be exploited,
 but emptied himself,7

   taking the form of a slave,
   being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
   he humbled himself8

   and became obedient to the point of death—
   even death on a cross.

 Therefore God also highly exalted him9

   and gave him the name
   that is above every name,

 so that at the name of Jesus10

   every knee should bend,
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

 and every tongue should confess11

   that Jesus Christ is Lord,
   to the glory of God the Father.

Shining as Lights in the World

 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always12

obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more
now in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his
good pleasure.     [NRSV]



Mark 11: 1 - 11

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at1

Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he
sent two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into2

the village ahead of you, and immediately as you
enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never
been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to3

you, “Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The
Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.”
’ They went away and found a colt tied near a door,4

outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of5

the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing,
untying the colt?’ They told them what Jesus had6

said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they7

brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it;

and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on8

the road, and others spread leafy branches that they
had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and9

those who followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna!
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord!

   Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor10

David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’

 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the11

temple; and when he had looked around at everything,
as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the
twelve.    [NRSV]

Mark 14: 1 - 21

The Plot to Kill Jesus

It was two days before the Passover and the festival1

of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and the scribes
were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and
kill him; for they said, ‘Not during the festival, or2

there may be a riot among the people.’

The Anointing at Bethany

 While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the3

leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came with an
alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she
broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his
head. But some were there who said to one another in4

anger, ‘Why was the ointment wasted in this way?
For this ointment could have been sold for more than5

three hundred denarii, and the money given to the
poor.’ And they scolded her. But Jesus said, ‘Let her6

alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a
good service for me. For you always have the poor7

with you, and you can show kindness to them
whenever you wish; but you will not always have me.
She has done what she could; she has anointed my8

body beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you,9

wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole
world, what she has done will be told in remembrance
of her.’

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus

 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve,10

went to the chief priests in order to betray him to

them. When they heard it, they were greatly pleased,11

and promised to give him money. So he began to look
for an opportunity to betray him.

The Passover with the Disciples

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the12 

Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said to him,
‘Where do you want us to go and make the
preparations for you to eat the Passover?’ So he sent13

two of his disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the city,
and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you;
follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the owner14

of the house, “The Teacher asks, Where is my guest
room where I may eat the Passover with my
disciples?” He will show you a large room upstairs,15

furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.’
So the disciples set out and went to the city, and16

found everything as he had told them; and they
prepared the Passover meal.

 When it was evening, he came with the twelve.17

And when they had taken their places and were18

eating, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, one of you will
betray me, one who is eating with me.’ They began19

to be distressed and to say to him one after another,
‘Surely, not I?’ He said to them, ‘It is one of the20

twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with
me. For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him,21

but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is
betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to
have been born.’     [NRSV]



Assurance of Pardon

Laying aside judgment, God offers us redemption; setting aside anger, God 
embraces us with love; letting go of grief, God pours living water upon us. This 
is the good news, my friends: God's steadfast love endures forever.

Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed is the One who brings us the kingdom of God! 
Amen.

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2009/03/palmpassion-sunday-b.html

Communion prayer

Holy God, we come to the table as an Easter people;

tempted to tell only our faith stories of triumph and victory,

tempted to move directly to the party with flowers and balloons.

Hear us, Holy God, as we pray.

Holy God, we come to the table scarred from the world;

bringing some vague awareness that all is not well,

bringing some distant memory that the costly cross looms in the distance.

Hear us, Holy God, as we pray.

Holy God, we come to the table with a sense of defeat;

knowing that we too have silently witnessed crucifixions,

knowing that we too have failed to count the cost of following Christ.

Hear us, Holy God, as we pray.

http://liturgyoutside.net/PassionPalm.html

Leviticus 16: 21 - 24

 When he has finished atoning for the holy place and20

the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall present the
live goat. Then Aaron shall lay both his hands on the21

head of the live goat, and confess over it all the
iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their
transgressions, all their sins, putting them on the head
of the goat, and sending it away into the wilderness by
means of someone designated for the task. The goat22

shall bear on itself all their iniquities to a barren
region; and the goat shall be set free in the wilderness.

 Then Aaron shall enter the tent of meeting, and23

shall take off the linen vestments that he put on when
he went into the holy place, and shall leave them
there. He shall bathe his body in water in a holy24

place, and put on his vestments; then he shall come
out and offer his burnt-offering and the burnt-offering
of the people, making atonement for himself and for
the people. The fat of the sin-offering he shall turn25

into smoke on the altar. The one who sets the goat26

free for Azazel shall wash his clothes and bathe his
body in water, and afterwards may come into the

27camp. The bull of the sin-offering and the goat of the
sin-offering, whose blood was brought in to make
atonement in the holy place, shall be taken outside the
camp; their skin and their flesh and their dung shall be
consumed in fire. The one who burns them shall28

wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and
afterwards may come into the camp.    [NRSV]



John 1: 29-34

The Lamb of God

 The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and29

declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said,30

“After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.” I myself did not know31

him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason,
that he might be revealed to Israel.’ And John32

testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not33

know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with
water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and have34

testified that this is the Son of God.’    [NRSV]

John 11: 45 - 54

The Plot to Kill Jesus

 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with45

Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.
But some of them went to the Pharisees and told46

them what he had done. So the chief priests and the47

Pharisees called a meeting of the council, and said,
‘What are we to do? This man is performing many
signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will48

believe in him, and the Romans will come and destroy
both our holy place and our nation.’ But one of49

them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to
them, ‘You know nothing at all! You do not50

understand that it is better for you to have one man die

for the people than to have the whole nation
destroyed.’ He did not say this on his own, but being51

high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus was
about to die for the nation, and not for the nation52

only, but to gather into one the dispersed children of
God. So from that day on they planned to put him to53

death.

 Jesus therefore no longer walked about openly54

among the Jews, but went from there to a town called
Ephraim in the region near the wilderness; and he
remained there with the disciples.     [NRSV]

Hoeppner to nibble at Pi 

(Canadian Christian News Service)   Progressive Conservative MP Candace Hoeppner, fresh from her victory over
the forces of political correctness with the destruction of the gun registry records, has set her sights on a new target -
the imperfect world around her.  Hoeppner will introduce a new private members bill in the Commons Thursday to
change the value of the mathematical constant pi from 3.14159 to the 'Biblical value' of 3.0.  Subsidiary bills in the
House brought forward by supporters will lower speed limits and reduce the size of pies and birthday cakes by a
similar amount to combat excessive death from obesity and speeding.

“It is clearly apparent to anyone who does not have ideological blinders on that the Trinitarian value of Pi is the only
one that could possibly make sense in the world around us.” said Hoeppner. “Thousands of Mennonite and Amish
kids in North America have suffered shame and abuse for their stand for trinitarian perfection.  The only reason math
is harder for them than for Barbie is because scientists and elitists have sought to destroy the natural God-ordered
perfection of the mathematical world with excessive decibels.”

An amendment by the NDP to reduce the circumference of all clocks by reducing the number of hours in a day by
the remainder of 0.14159 to 22 hours, 54 minutes and 13 seconds was deemed unworkable, despite the projected
savings in time, labour, wages and legislation. Hoeppner noted that it was likely God was too busy whirling gas balls
around the firmament to hear the voices of godless socialists in the proposed legislation.  

The change is expected to receive righteous acclaim in the House and is expected to be proclaimed into law on
December 21, 2012.


