
Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819);

 Pastoral Care–– John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: (redacted)

April 6th, 2008

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be led in worship by Andre
Pekovich, in song by Andrea Siemens, Deberah Shears will accompany on the piano, and Hilda Unger is your
usher.  Later we will hear from Dave McCue whose sermon is entitled “The Opening of the Way” from Joshua
12:1-9.  Parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their
children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service.  Please join us in the lounge after the service for
coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday  On March 30, 2008, Markku Kostamo spoke on "Caring for Creation as Mission". Markku grew
up in Nepal and is now working at Arocha ('The Rock') in White Rock, where Harold Neufeldt volunteers.
Markkus is a biologist (plant and soil), interested in linking Soul and Soil in our thinking and practice. The poetic
descriptions of creation tell of Adam being made from the soil, and we are reminded that it is to the soil we shall
return. We have been created to be in relationship with the soil/earth. One of the two creation accounts in
Genesis advises people to subdue the earth, but the second account asks that we till it and take care of it. Psalm
24 builds on this by proclaiming that the "the earth is the Lord's all that is in it." Markkus has come to view
caring for the earth as an act of worship, and reminded us that what Hosea wrote c. 730 B.C. is currently true:
"together with the wild animals and the birds of the air, even the fish of the sea are perishing." We are created in
God's image, and God is portrayed as a creator and nurturer. Some believers separate the spiritual from the
physical, but "matter matters to God." [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
April 13 Bruce Hiebert The Masculine Jesus
April 20 Kevin Hiebert -
April 27 Jon Nofziger Columbia: Day of Prayer & Action
May 4 Ron Penner -

LPGIMF AGM Our AGM will be held on the last Sunday in

April.  All church offices please send in your reports to Andre by
e-mail (preferred) or in my mailslot by Wednesday April 16th.  

Camp Luther    Our annual church retreat will be held on May
23-25th at Camp Luther.  As we develop our theme “Telling our
own story” for this always-successful retreat weekend, we are please that Walter Bergen is available to us.  We
intend to provide child care for families so that they are encouraged to come for the weekend.  Former church
attenders are especially invited to attend, and we encourage all of you to make a special effort to invite them. 
Thank you.- Diane Ehling, Erika Hannan, Andre Pekovich

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Rovin  continues to recuperate at home, and
has to take it easy, not an easy thing to do
for him in the busy tax season.  He
welcomes phone calls.



The Wider Church

BCMB Annual Convention    Please note the BCMB Annual Convention held May 2 - 3, at Central Heights
Church, Abbotsford.  Delegates wanted - please see Don if you are able to attend.  Theme: Mission I’m Possible. 
Cost $20 for delegates and you may register on-line.  Friday’ session is open to guests at no cost.

MBMSI   Pray for Barbara Block, MBMS International worker at the Kodaikanal International School in India
and on the board of Bethania Home for needy children. Pray for wisdom as she mediates in her role as staff
representative between staff and administration at the school. Also pray for a long-term donor for the program to
support 6 families with parents dying of Aids/HIV.

Letters from the Gulag - a video presentation.  In the 1930s approximately 730 letters came out of the Gulag to
the Bargens in Saskatchewan.  These were translated by Peter and Ann Bargen, a book has been published, and
now a video has been made.  From the first breath, this true story is hard to believe, with Peter telling how word
came that his father would be arrested, so the that family left with a cooked goose still sitting on the table, and
headed for the railroad to catch a train to Moscow.  Through red tape in Moscow, and finally being able to leave
on the last train from Moscow they escaped through the "Red Gate" to freedom.  Now you can see the video
April 20th at 7:00 pm @ South Abbotsford Church and April 27th @ 7:00 pm at Peace Mennonite Church. For
more information, see http://www.gulagletters.com/ 

Camp Squeah    The 10th annual Paddle-a-thon will take
place April 19-20, 2008. This fun event involves people
who commit to fundraise for our summer staff bursary
event and to paddle down the Fraser River (from Hope to
Fort Langley) in two days. You can donate to this event
through a paddler or fundraiser for the event, or online
through the Paddle-a-thon page of Squeah’s website. See
www.squeah.com/home/ for more info or contact Squeah
if you would like to help or be a paddler.

BC Mennonite Women’s Inspirational Day features the
theme Grow Where You Are Planted, May 4th, at 2:30 pm

at Eben -Ezer Church and featuring Betty Kampen, Janet Bergen and Joyce McEhloes. Cost $7.00.  All welcome.

Don’t miss MBMS International’s 4th annual Celebrate Mission Night, Sunday, April 13th at 7:00 pm at South
Abbotsford Church (32424 Huntingdon Road, Abbotsford). Come for an evening of inspiration, celebration and
worship, hearing stories about church planting in unreached places around the globe. For more information visit
www.mbmsi.org/cmn or contact Sam Dick at 604-859-6267.

MCC   April 27th is the Day of Prayer and Action for Colombia. To sign up and watch a video about the power of
prayer in Colombia, visit www.mcc.org/Colombia.

Columbia Bible College Fundraising Songfest - Celebrating Our Faith CBC Songfest 2008 features five 
intergenerational choirs of about 125 singers including 55 young people from MEI.  Proceeds from this
fundraising concert will go toward a choral group of 24 singers who will be trained to sing songs that will
communicate God's message to people of all ages from contemporary to the classics. Columbia looks forward to
visiting many congregations with this group during the next school year. April 6th, at 3:00 pm at South

Abbotsford MB Church.  Tickets $20.00, available at the door.

MCC Day of Prayer and Action for Colombia

April 27th More than ten people die every day in
Colombia because of a war that makes civilians
its primary target. But thousands more put their
lives on the line to heed God's call for peace by
working for justice and an end to war. Church
leaders in Colombia urge us to pray for
sustainable peace in Colombia. For more
information, visit www.mcc.org/Colombia. 



Joshua 9:1-15

The Gibeonites Deceive Israel

 1 Now all the kings west of the Jordan River heard
about what had happened. These were the kings of the
Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and
Jebusites, who lived in the hill country, in the western
foothills, and along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea
as far north as the Lebanon mountains. 2 These kings
combined their armies to fight as one against Joshua
and the Israelites.

 3 But when the people of Gibeon heard what Joshua
had done to Jericho and Ai, 4 they resorted to
deception to save themselves. They sent ambassadors
to Joshua, loading their donkeys with weathered
saddlebags and old, patched wineskins. 5 They put on
worn-out, patched sandals and ragged clothes. And the
bread they took with them was dry and moldy. 6 When
they arrived at the camp of Israel at Gilgal, they told
Joshua and the men of Israel, “We have come from a
distant land to ask you to make a peace treaty with us.”

 7 The Israelites replied to these Hivites, “How do we
know you don’t live nearby? For if you do, we cannot
make a treaty with you.”

 8 They replied, “We are your servants.”

   “But who are you?” Joshua demanded. “Where do
you come from?”

 9 They answered, “Your servants have come from a
very distant country. We have heard of the might of
the Lord your God and of all he did in Egypt. 10 We
have also heard what he did to the two Amorite kings
east of the Jordan River—King Sihon of Heshbon and
King Og of Bashan (who lived in Ashtaroth). 11 So our
elders and all our people instructed us, ‘Take supplies
for a long journey. Go meet with the people of Israel
and tell them, “We are your servants; please make a
treaty with us.”’

 12 “This bread was hot from the ovens when we left
our homes. But now, as you can see, it is dry and
moldy.  13 These wineskins were new when we filled
them, but now they are old and split open. And our
clothing and sandals are worn out from our very long
journey.”

 14 So the Israelites examined their food, but they did
not consult the Lord. 15 Then Joshua made a peace
treaty with them and guaranteed their safety, and the
leaders of the community ratified their agreement with
a binding oath. [New Living Translation]

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

The Lord’s Suffering Servant

 13 See, my servant will prosper;
      he will be highly exalted.
 14 But many were amazed when they saw him.
      His face was so disfigured he seemed hardly
human,
      and from his appearance, one would scarcely know
he was a man.
 15 And he will startle many nations.
      Kings will stand speechless in his presence.
   For they will see what they had not been told;
      they will understand what they had not heard
about.

53 1 Who has believed our message?
      To whom has the Lord revealed his powerful arm?
 2 My servant grew up in the Lord’s presence like a

tender green shoot,
      like a root in dry ground.
   There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his
appearance,
      nothing to attract us to him.
 3 He was despised and rejected—
      a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief.
   We turned our backs on him and looked the other
way.
      He was despised, and we did not care.

 4 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried;
      it was our sorrows that weighed him down.
   And we thought his troubles were a punishment from
God,
      a punishment for his own sins!
 5 But he was pierced for our rebellion,
      crushed for our sins.



   He was beaten so we could be whole.
      He was whipped so we could be healed.
 6 All of us, like sheep, have strayed away.
      We have left God’s paths to follow our own.
   Yet the Lord laid on him
      the sins of us all.

 7 He was oppressed and treated harshly,
      yet he never said a word.
   He was led like a lamb to the slaughter.
      And as a sheep is silent before the shearers,
      he did not open his mouth.
 8 Unjustly condemned,
      he was led away.
   No one cared that he died without descendants,
      that his life was cut short in midstream.
   But he was struck down
      for the rebellion of my people.
 9 He had done no wrong
      and had never deceived anyone.
   But he was buried like a criminal;

      he was put in a rich man’s grave.

 10 But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him
      and cause him grief.
   Yet when his life is made an offering for sin,
      he will have many descendants.
   He will enjoy a long life,
      and the Lord’s good plan will prosper in his hands.
 11 When he sees all that is accomplished by his
anguish,
      he will be satisfied.
   And because of his experience,
      my righteous servant will make it possible
   for many to be counted righteous,
      for he will bear all their sins.
 12 I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier,
      because he exposed himself to death.
   He was counted among the rebels.
      He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels.

[New Living Translation]

John 12:27-30

 27 “Now my soul is deeply troubled. Should I pray,
‘Father, save me from this hour’? But this is the very
reason I came! 28 Father, bring glory to your name.”

   Then a voice spoke from heaven, saying, “I have
already brought glory to my name, and I will do so
again.” 29 When the crowd heard the voice, some

thought it was thunder, while others declared an angel
had spoken to him.

 30 Then Jesus told them, “The voice was for your
benefit, not mine. 

[New Living Translation]

Call to worship

Leader: Come, worship the Christ, a living stone,  
rejected by mortals, but precious in God’s sight,

People: We are like living stones

being used in building the spiritual temple,

with Christ as our cornerstone.

Leader: We will offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ,

People; for we are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,

a holy nation, God’s own people.

Leader: Once we were no people,
but now we are God’s people.

People: Therefore, we declare the mighty acts of God,

who calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light.

We will be priests of good news

and serve each other, with Christ as our example.
(Arlene M Mark, based on 1Pe 2:2-10, 21-25 Words for Worship Herald Press, 1996)


