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RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded. 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

April 10, 2005
Third Sunday of Easter

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Don
Teichroeb, Erna Freisen will lead us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will be accompanying on the piano, and Marcie
Good is your usher.  Later we will hear from David Brubaker who will be speaking on “Moving with God’s
Spirit” from John 10:19-30 .    Nadine Neudorf will be with the toddlers in the nursery, and Jackie Bolen and
Danica Thiessen will be with the Sunday School classes.  Please join us after the service for our end-of-term
potluck barbeque - Mennonite sausage and veggie burgers! - and more fellowship in the dining room. 

Last Sunday:   Last Sunday, Dan Unruh (Pastor at Frasierview MB Church) reflected on where he thinks the
Anabaptist movement is today. He began by relating a series of stories (verbal slides) which portray differing
situations he has experienced (an evangelist visiting his family, uncles privately questioning him on his faith,
family devotions after a day of butchering a hog, etc.) Can we distinguish our theology from our past
experiences? He then reported on the recent history of the Fraserview MB Church, its transformation from a
traditional MB congregation into one which openly courts the community's young people. This change coincided
with an exodus of former members to the suburbs, so "the church at the Fridge" increasingly catered to youth,
through music, a "rowdy, noisy" style of worship (standing on pews, youth being somewhat scantily clad for
church, etc.), and even a new style of leadership. These changes eventually created worship services which
ministered inadequately to some of the older members (including some of my friends), prompting them to leave
with heavy hearts. Those who remained are nurtured mainly by Bible Studies and funerals. The morning's talk
then moved quickly from topic to topic, so readers are urged to listen to the CD of this presentation; I can only
note a few isolated points, any one of which I would be willing to expand upon in person. Dan works about 20
hours per week outside the congregation [true also of the more traditional Langley Mennonite Fellowship]. How
does one draw a line between faith and culture? We are called to end the era of individualism and move towards
being a community which is mutually responsible (his examples were fairly typical of one approaching trusted
friends). Our highest authority is scripture, interpreted by the community, not by individual leaders. As people of
peace, we should commit to love and not let the violent people of the world set our agendas. His young people
are searching for identity, for a sense of belonging somewhere or to a group, of wanting to be baptized just to
belong but without worrying about faith just yet. Hopefully Dan's talk has stimulated discussion which will
continue. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.
Upcoming speakers
April 17 Janice Kreider -
April 24 led by Don Teichroeb Membership Sunday
May 1 J. Evan Kreider -
May 8 David Giesbrecht
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Columbia Bible College invites you to its
annual Spring Concert on Friday April 15th at
7:30 pm in Central Heights Church. The first
half of the concert features the musical talents of
Columbia students. During the second half
Columbia's 100 voice Concert Choir, directed by
Tony Funk, will bring to life the story of Harriet
Tubman and Sojourner Truth, two women who
were instrumental in ending slavery in the US.
The choir will be accompanied by Dr. Betty
Suderman, with soloists Crystal Hicks, Grace
Chan, Jonathan Quick, and Mark Kroeker. The
Nelson Boschman Trio will present jazz
interpretations of well-known spirituals to create
a seamless evening of choral and jazz music.

����Cleanup day - At Menno Simons Centre on April 30th.  Come join us and the students to scrub out al the
cobwebs and corners and enjoy a pizza lunch at noon!  

 Call for Nominations     The AGM for PGIMF is upcoming soon, and several terms of service are due to expire. 
A nominations committee has been struck, and Andre Pekovich is looking for one more person to fill the spot to
seek nominations for positions in the church.  A list of all positions to be filled will be in your boxes next week  
Please don’t run when we tap you on the shoulder!

The Wider Church
MBMSI   A TIME TO MOURN A year ago we prayed much for Masolo Munungas’ wife Isaiko, (Angola) who was
critically ill. God raised her up, gave her 1 year more with her family, and now has taken her home to heaven.
Please hold up our brother who has just returned to the field in Angola from Congo, with his 2 children. He will
be mourning again with the people in Luanda, as he will miss his beloved wife in the work they did together.

Canadian MB Conference  The offices of the Canadian
Conference of MB Churcheshave moved to 1310 Taylor
Avenue, Winnipeg, MB  R3M 3Z6 as of April 25. 
Phone/fax numbers remain the same.  This includes
Stewardship, Finances,  MBMSI,  Kindred Productions,
Mennonitische Rundschau, MB Herald, Evangelism
Canada, Youth Ministries, Executive Director, and
Discipleship Ministries.

The British Columbia Conference of Mennonite
Brethren Churches is holding its Annual Convention
this year April 29 & 30 at Columbia Bible College.
Welcome new churches into our conference, hear Paul
Wartman speaking on Yearning for God and meet others
in our MB Church family.  For details or to register as a
delegate or a guest please visit www.bcmb.org or call 1-
888-653-9933.



Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245); John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

The Vietnam Mennonite Church sent this urgent request for prayer to North
American churches. They report that The Ho Chi Minh City People's Court
will review the request for appeal of the sentence of Pastor Nguyen Hong
Quang and the Mennonite Evangelists on April 12, 2005. The Vietnamese
church is asking for a time of fasting and prayer for two days, from 7:30 AM
April 11 to 5:00 PM April 12, 2005 (6:30 PM April 10 to 4:00 AM April
12, 2005 Eastern Daylight Time) for the issues of the Vietnam Church and
specifically for the Vietnam Mennonite Church.  

To help guide our prayers, they ask:
• Pray that the Lord will protect and give strength to Pastor Nguyen

Hong Quang and the Vietnam Mennonite evangelists who are
imprisoned, praying especially for Ms. Le Thi Hong Lien, a worker
of the Vietnam Mennonite Church who is imprisoned in very
serious condition at the Bien Hoa Mental Hospital.

• Pray that the Christians of all the Churches will keep unswerving
faith in the midst of persecution and will have freedom in the Holy
Spirit to worship God. 

• Pray that God would work in the appeals hearing April 12 so that
the judges will judge justly and release Pastor Nguyen Hong Quang
and the Mennonite evangelists, and return the confiscated property
of the Vietnam Mennonite Church. 

• Pray that God would protect and grant peace to the Christians who
will attend the April 12 hearing. 

Kathy Fast, 
Exec.Assistant, Coordinator, National Ministries

This is an invitation for you to attend our Annual BC Women in Mission Inspirational Day on Sunday, May
1st at Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church, 2051 Windsor Street, Abbotsford. The program will begin at 2:30 p.m., but
registration, coffee and displays will open at 1:30 p.m. The afternoon will conclude with supper served by Eben-
Ezer Church at 5:30 p.m. The cost of the meal is $5.00 per person.  Also please see the annual report on the
bulletin board in the hall.

The Mennonite Historical Society of BC invites you to two events on the weekend of May 14th & 15th, 2005.
On Saturday, 14th May will be a Memorial Cemetery Tour of 3 cemeteries, South Poplar, Greendale, and
Yarrow. . This will culminate in a Faspah at the Yarrow MB Church with a brief commemorative service with
Dr. John B. Toews. For more information and your free Faspah tickets call the MHSBC office at 604-853-6177.
On Sunday, 15th May at 3:00pm at Central Heights MB Church, hear the "Mennonite Piano Concerto" with
Irmgard Baerg & Betty Suderman, as well as a choir singing Hymns of Faith & Hope. $10.00 call MHSBC office
at 604-853-6177.

Canadian Mennonite - Please see the most recent issue for an article on a sermon preached by Rebecca Sack at
PGIMF  in March 2003.  

Solitude in Engagement and Loneliness: A Comparative Look at Thomas Merton and Henri Nouwen's
Experience of Solitude Public Talk by Jeff Imbach - Fri. April 22, 7:30 pm at Canadian Memorial Church &
Centre for Peace, 1825 West 16th Avenue.  As a big part of our spiritual quest, solitude can easily be
misunderstood. Thomas Merton and
Henri Nouwen approached solitude
from almost opposite places as very
different people. Co-sponsored by the
Thomas Merton Society of Canada
and the Henri Nouwen Society.
Admission by donation. Jeff Imbach is
the president of the Henri Nouwen
Society in Canada.  Info: 604-669-
2546 or email   or see
www.merton.ca 

Interested to spend a summer in
Vancouver with UrbanPromise? This
year, our greatest need is for young
people who are willing to step up to
the challenge of becoming leaders for
250 inner city kids. They will have the
privillege of investing their lives and
relating to them in small groups. If
you know anyone how wants to make
a difference in the lives of these kids,
come join us. You can reach me at
.
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John 10: 19-30

The Shepherd and His Flock

   1“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other
way, is a thief and a robber. 2The man who enters by
the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3The watchman
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on
ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they
know his voice. 5But they will never follow a stranger;
in fact, they will run away from him because they do
not recognize a stranger's voice." 6Jesus used this
figure of speech, but they did not understand what he
was telling them.

   7Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am
the gate for the sheep. 8All who ever came before me
were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen
to them. 9I am the gate; whoever enters through me
will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find
pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have
it to the full.

   11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand is not the
shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the
wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away.
Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13The
man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares
nothing for the sheep.

   14“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my
sheep know me– 15just as the Father knows me and I
know the Father–and I lay down my life for the sheep.
16I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I
must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice,
and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17The
reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my
life–only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me,
but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to
lay it down and authority to take it up again. This
command I received from my Father.”

   19At these words the Jews were again divided.
20Many of them said, “He is demon-possessed and

raving mad. Why listen to him?”

   21But others said, “These are not the sayings of a
man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the
eyes of the blind?”

The Unbelief of the Jews

   22Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It
was winter, 23and Jesus was in the temple area walking
in Solomon's Colonnade. 24The Jews gathered around
him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense?
If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”

   25Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not
believe. The miracles I do in my Father's name speak
for me, 26but you do not believe because you are not
my sheep. 27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them,
and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they
shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my
hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is
greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my
Father's hand. 30I and the Father are one.”

   Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, 32but
Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many great
miracles from the Father. For which of these do you
stone me?”

   33“We are not stoning you for any of these,” replied
the Jews, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere
man, claim to be God.”

   34Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your
Law, ‘I have said you are gods’? 35If he called them
‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came–and the
Scripture cannot be broken– 36what about the one
whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent
into the world? Why then do you accuse me of
blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God's Son’? 37Do not
believe me unless I do what my Father does. 38But if I
do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the
miracles, that you may know and understand that the
Father is in me, and I in the Father.” 39Again they tried
to seize him, but he escaped their grasp. 


