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April 10 , 2011th

Lent V
Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service will be led by Veronica Dyck; we will be
led in song by Evan Kreider, Rosemary Bell will accompany at the piano, and Ike Sawatsky is your usher. 
Later we will hear a message from Janice Kreider, who will be speaking on the lectionary texts for today.  
Please join us in the dining room afterward for potluck lunch featuring barbequed farmer sausage and veggie
burgers - all are welcome especially the students celebrating the end of the school year. Parents with small
children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of
each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   Joe Heikman, associate pastor at FUMC, has come a long way from his Pennsylvania
Mennonite roots.  His talk on Ezekiel 37's valley of dry bones left us with many striking images of a prophet
whose life was hard so that God might be glorified.  Lying in the street on his side, cutting his hair with a
sword, preaching doom and gloom to a population who didn’t want to hear him made the message only that
much more powerful.  Our call to hear the prophets of our own day may be similarly impaired - how can we
distinguish the voice of God among the cacophony of voices - some reasonable and some raving.  Joe
suggested we pray for wisdom.    [AP]
 
PGIMF News
April 17 Phil Shafran Interfaith Bridge-building - AGM/Pizza Lunch
April 24 Easter Sunday Potluck Breakfast
May 1 Joseph Dutko Trading for Awe and Wonder
May 8 Karl Brown

The Wider Church
Regent College     The Lookout Gallery features a new installation
called Accumulations and Erasures - an integrative project in the
arts and theology Laura Breukelman.  Begins  Wednesday, March
30 and runs til Friday, May 6 

MCC    Start collecting change for Penny Power 2011!  This year’s
fundraiser is for Food Security projects in Sudan, and every penny
will be matched 4:1 by CIDA.  School food programs, food for
work programs, and training in agriculture best practices will all
contribute towards regular access to adequate food supplies and the
empowerment of women and girls. This is a great way – especially
for kids – to work together for global change. For more information
visit bc.mcc.org/pennypower or call Ruth at 1 888 622 6337. 

For Rent   Anyone looking for a new home in West Point Grey is invited to share a 4-br house with
Westside Church attender Dave Wiebe.  See the notice on the bulletin board in the hall.

MCBC    Is searching for nominees to the Service Peace & Justice Committee to work with Henry Krause,
Karina Toews & others to promote awareness of peace concerns at local levels, and engage in a ministry of
reconciliation through the Place of Refuge (transitional living to recovering addicts), and Lifebridge
Ministries (to the recovery community in Abbotsford). Other projects include reconciliation to native
ministries with Steve Heinrichs, with MCC-BC, and encouraging the MC Canada “Peace in the Public
Square initiative.  See Belinda Rempel (FUMC Admin Assistant) for details. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF AGM and Pizza Lunch
next Sunday!

Take away a Report Book today, and
come next week ready to share in the
Congregational Business Meeting
after our pizza lunch.  All church
officers have submitted reports, and
there are some important items to
consider for the coming year.  All
welcome - not just members, and your
contributions are encouraged.

http://www.pgimf.org


MHSBC presents an Otto Klassen film series.  Saturday,
April 16, 2011, 7:00 p.m.  The Great Trek 1939-1945 at
Columbia Bible College Chapel, 2940 Clearbrook Road,
Abbotsford, BC.  Admission is free and donations gladly
accepted.   This film depicts the great exodus of
Mennonites from Stalin’s Russia.  

Free counselling    Barbara Burkhardt, a colleague of
Bev Neufeld’s, is completing a course of study on
counseling through the Processwork Institute in Portland
and would like to gain some experience working closely
with individuals, couples, families or small groups
seeking to improve their lives, working for them as a therapist. Barbara would like to provide three one-hour
counseling sessions for free, thereafter the charge is $45.00.  Barbara is  at:(available from webmaster)  

Lenten prayer series  Come join your neighbours in West Point Grey at noon each Wednesday during the
Lenten season for ½ hour of worship and prayer in the Pray For The World vigils.
• April 13  - WPG United Church, 4595 W. 8  Aveth th

Steve Berg resigns   Rob Thiessen, Moderator of the BCMB Conference, has sent a letter to all
congregations stating Steve Berg has resigned as Conference Minister in order to pursue an opportunity with
Power to Change in the area of government.  For details, see the complete letter on the bulletin board in the
hall, or send to Andre for a copy of the e-mail. 

At election time, one always wonders if one vote will really make a difference.  Mennonite Church Canada
insists it can, and together with MCC, Canadian Council of Chuches, EFC and others, offer you a toolkit
(available at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1502.)  to challenge all electoral candidates in your respective
ridings on what the church has already agreed upon: reduce poverty, counter climate change in meaningful
ways, increase overseas development assistance, use non-military efforts to end war in Afghanistan,
eliminate nuclear weapons, and more.  Together, we have an influential voice for change – if we choose to
use it.  Track the governments’ responses and progress on issues that are MCC priorities via MCC’s Ottawa
office.  In addition, ask your candidates to respond to the Campaign to Establish a Federal Department of
Peace in Canada. Would your candidate support this initiative?   It’s hard to know if candidate responses to
these challenges will help you decide how to vote, but challenging candidates on these issues helps to build
awareness among political leaders that there is a compassionate church in Canada that cares.

Call to Worship:

Leader: People of God, you once walked in darkness, but now you walk in the light.
People: We once were blind, but now we see!
Leader: The fruit of God’s light is found in all that is good and right and true.
People: We are children of the light. We were asleep, but now we are awake!
Leader: Let us worship Jesus the One who opens our eyes so that we may see God in the flesh among us.
People: Let us worship the Living Christ who gives sight to our hearts, to our minds, and to our spirits.

http://www.textweek.com/yeara/Tamilio.html  

Abendmusik Vespers
LENTEN VESPERS with Abendmusik Choir,
conducted by Tim Corlis

Abbotsford: Sat., April 16, 8 pm, Emmanuel
Free Reformed Church, 3386 Mt Lehman Rd. 

Vancouver: Sun., April 17, 8 pm, Knox United
Church, 5600 Balaclava.

Vancouver Cantata Singers
In partnership with the Vancouver Chamber Choir

Cantata Singers joins forces with the Vancouver Chamber Choir to perform an a cappella wonder from the
Slavonic Liturgy: Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom by the Russian master Sergei Rachmaninov. The concert
also features Vancouver Chamber Choir in a world premiere of the latest new work by British Columbia’s
Imant Raminsh.  John William Trotter will give an introduction to both works in a free pre-concert talk at
7pm.  Concert on Friday, April 22 at 8:00pm at the Orpheum Theatre, 601 Smithe Street (at Seymour). 
Tickets: $42.50/$38 (available through Ticketmaster - service charges apply)

mailto:processwork@shaw.ca
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1502.
http://www.textweek.com/yeara/Tamilio.html


Psalm 23  
The Divine Shepherd

A Psalm of David.
 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.1

   He makes me lie down in green pastures;2

he leads me beside still waters;
   he restores my soul.3

He leads me in right paths
   for his name’s sake.

 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,4

   I fear no evil;
for you are with me;

   your rod and your staff—
   they comfort me.

 You prepare a table before me5

   in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
   my cup overflows.
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me6

   all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
   my whole life long. [NRSV]

1Samuel 16:1 - 13

Samuel Anoints David
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve1

over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided
for myself a king among his sons.’ Samuel said,2

‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’
And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say,
“I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” Invite Jesse3

to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall
do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I
name to you.’ Samuel did what the Lord4

commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of
the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do

5you come peaceably?’ He said, ‘Peaceably; I have
come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves
and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice.

 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought,6

‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.’
But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his7

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I
have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance,
but the Lord looks on the heart.’ Then Jesse called8

Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He
said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ Then9

Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither
has the Lord chosen this one.’ Jesse made seven of10

his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to
Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of these.’

Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And11

he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is
keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send
and bring him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here.’ He sent and brought him in. Now he12

was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was
handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for
this is the one.’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil,13

and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went
to Ramah.   [NRSV]

 Ephesians 5:8 - 14

 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for6

because of these things the wrath of God comes on
those who are disobedient. Therefore do not be7

associated with them. For once you were darkness,8

but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of
light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is9

good and right and true. Try to find out what is10

pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful11

works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it12

is shameful even to mention what such people do
secretly; but everything exposed by the light13

becomes visible, for everything that becomes14

visible is light. Therefore it says,
‘Sleeper, awake!
   Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.’    [NRSV] 



John 9:1 - 41

A Man Born Blind Receives Sight
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.1

His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this2

man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus3

answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned;
he was born blind so that God’s works might be
revealed in him. We must work the works of him4

who sent me while it is day; night is coming when
no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am5

the light of the world.’ When he had said this, he6

spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to7

him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able
to see. The neighbours and those who had seen him8

before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man
who used to sit and beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is9

he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like
him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ But they kept10

asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’
He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud,11

spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam
and wash.” Then I went and washed and received
my sight.’ They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He12

said, ‘I do not know.’

 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had13

formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day14

when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.
Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he15

had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud
on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ Some16

of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for
he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said,
‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such
signs?’ And they were divided. So they said again17

to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a
prophet.’

 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind18

and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight and19

asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born
blind? How then does he now see?’ His parents20

answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he

was born blind; but we do not know how it is that21

now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes.
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’

His parents said this because they were afraid of22

the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that
anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah
would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his23

parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’

 So for the second time they called the man who24

had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to
God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ He25

answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner.
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I
see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you?26

How did he open your eyes?’ He answered them, ‘I27

have told you already, and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want
to become his disciples?’ Then they reviled him,28

saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses,29

but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from.’ The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing30

thing! You do not know where he comes from, and
yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does31

not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the32

world began has it been heard that anyone opened
the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were33

not from God, he could do nothing.’ They34

answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and
are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out.

 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and35

when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the
Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, sir?36

Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said to37

him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with
you is he.’ He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he38

worshipped him. Jesus said, ‘I came into this world39

for judgement so that those who do not see may see,
and those who do see may become blind.’ Some of40

the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him,
‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ Jesus said to41

them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin.
But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains.   
[NRSV]


