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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be led in worship by Diane Ehling,
in song by Eric Hannan, J. Evan Kreider will accompany on the piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher.  Later we
will hear from Bruce Hiebert whose sermon will speak to masculinity - manifestation of Christ’s word or a
secular trap?   Parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel
their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service.  Please join us in the lounge after the service
for coffee.

Last Sunday Dave McCue spoke to us in a very conversational way about the importance of the suffering
servant of Isaiah based on texts from Joshua 9.  Dave began with the people of Gibeon, who, differently from the
peoples around them, went to the Jews and begged to join or confederate with them, but in a sly and sneaky way. 
God, knowing their secrets, desired their obedience more than punishing their morality.  Dave uses this story to
show how the faithful of Israel demonstrate God’s call to obedience, leading to the inclusion of the alien in the
assembly of God.  This is not usually how we look at Joshua , where we usually focus on the genocidal aspects,
with considerable discomfort.  Dave insists that in Joshua, God does not set up ethnic lines, only to destroy them
in the New Testament, but rather this is a witness to God’s welcoming presence   Further, the stories told of
Israelites that are unfaithful, such as Akin in Joshua 7, are followed by God’s witness of exclusion from the
assembly.  This story continues through the Torah, over and over again, faithfulness leads to inclusion, and
disobedience leads to exclusion, regardless of ethnicity.  This reaches its summit in Isaiah 53, often referred to as
God’s court case against his people, where the numbers of the faithful shrink more and more until at last, the
vision is of one single suffering servant, foretold long before, reaching its acme in Jesus Christ, who then
provides the way for a tremendous opening, a welcoming, a continual call to obedience.   With many stories and
a vivid conversation after the message, Dave’s inclusive message of Christ’s plea to join him struck home with
many people.   [AP]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
April 20 Kevin Hiebert -
April 27 Jon Nofziger Columbia: Day of Prayer & Action
May 4 Ron Penner -
May 11 Grant Hill Pentecost

LPGIMF AGM Our AGM will be held on the last Sunday in April.  All church offices please send in your

reports to Andre by e-mail (preferred) or in my mailslot by Wednesday April 16th.  

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Menno Simons Centre Spring Cleaning Day on Saturday April 26th. at 9:00 am (continental breakfast) and
break for pizza lunch.  In between, come scrub out the cobwebs, empty the fridges and prune the yard into
submission! A new summer season begins, and your help makes it possible for this to keep going for a new
generation of students.

Camp Luther    Our annual church retreat will be held on May 23-25th at Camp Luther.  As we develop our
theme “Telling our own story” for this always-successful retreat weekend, we are please that Walter Bergen is
available to us.  We intend to provide child care for families so that they are encouraged to come for the
weekend.  Former church attenders are especially invited to attend, and we encourage all of you to make a special
effort to invite them.  Thank you.- Diane Ehling, Erika Hannan, Andre Pekovich

Rosie attended a seminar last week aimed at pastors, church leaders, and artists to put forth a vision of a

relationship between the church and the arts that is theologically informed, biblically grounded, liturgically
sensitive, artistically alive, and missionally shrewd.  You can read more at http://spaceforgod.blogspot.com and
look for the links to the Transforming Culture Symposium.

The Wider Church

MBMSI    Pray today for Sean Amstutz, MBMS International worker in Japan. As Sean teaches ESL, pray that
he would continue to rely on God's strength, that the right people would be drawn to the English program at the
church and that in spite of cultural and language barriers, he would be a blessing to those around him.

BCMB Annual Convention    Please note the BCMB Annual Convention held May 2 - 3, at Central Heights
Church, Abbotsford.  Delegates wanted - please see Don if you are able to attend.  Theme: Mission I’m Possible. 
Cost $20 for delegates and you may register on-line.  Friday’ session is open to guests at no cost.

Letters from the Gulag - a video presentation.  In the 1930s approximately 730 letters came out of the Gulag to
the Bargens in Saskatchewan.  These were translated by Peter and Ann Bargen, a book has been published, and
now a video has been made.  From the first breath, this true story is hard to believe, with Peter telling how word
came that his father would be arrested, so the that family left with a cooked goose still sitting on the table, and
headed for the railroad to catch a train to Moscow.  Through red tape in Moscow, and finally being able to leave
on the last train from Moscow they escaped through the "Red Gate" to freedom.  Now you can see the video
April 20th at 7:00 pm @ South Abbotsford Church and April 27th @ 7:00 pm at Peace Mennonite Church. For
more information, see http://www.gulagletters.com/ 

Vancouver Cantata Singers’ 2007/08 Concert Season
50th Anniversary Gala at the Chan Centre concludes with
some well-known cantata chgoruses including the
complete Cantata 149 Mann singet mit Freuden vom
Sieg, as well as a commissioned work for the occasion
from Vancouver composer Cameron Wilson. Following
that, we’ll pay tribute to our most distinguished former
conductors with repertoire that celebrates their leadership
of the choir, and end with an invitation to Cantata Singers
alumni to join us on stage for a final piece (if you are a
VCS alumnus and would like to take part, please send us
an email). The CBC Radio Orchestra caccompanies. 

April 25 2008 at 8:00 pm.  Tickets available on-line at www.vancouvercantatasingers.com or from any member
of the choir.  

MCC Day of Prayer and Action for Colombia

April 27th More than ten people die every day in
Colombia because of a war that makes civilians
its primary target. But thousands more put their
lives on the line to heed God's call for peace by
working for justice and an end to war. Church
leaders in Colombia urge us to pray for
sustainable peace in Colombia. For more
information, visit www.mcc.org/Colombia. 



Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819);

 Pastoral Care–– John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

Thomas Merton and the Mountains: Contemplative Cartographer Free Public Talk - Thurs. April 17, 2008,
7:30 pm at the Central Library, 350 West Georgia Street.  Speaker Ron Dart has taught in the Political Science,
Philosophy and Religious Studies Department at University College of the Fraser Valley since 1990. Ron is the
political science advisor to the Stephen Leacock Museum, and he serves on the board of the Thomas Merton
Society of Canada. Everyone welcome!  Info: 604-669-2546 or email (redacted)  or see www.merton.ca

JULY 7-8, 2008  Mennonite Church Canada Annual Delegate Assembly at the CMU Campus in Winnipeg.
Agenda items include follow-up on the 2007 Creation Care and Militarization Discussions, inter-faith dialogue

and issues arising from the Fall 2007 survey of current and former pastors.  Immediately following on JULY 8-

10, 2008 will be the People’s Summit for Faithful Living This joint gathering of MC USA and MC Canada will
focus on the theme of “the church living faithfully as a contrast community in our global reality” with direction
from the theme text Deuteronomy 4:1-9. The term “Summit” is being used rather than “assembly” to differentiate
this event from the usual annual or biannual gatherings. For registration particulars go to
www.mennonitechurch.ca under Highlights.

Seminar on Global Christian Missions Today featuring Dr Miriam Adeney at Richmond Christian Chinese
Alliance Church, 10100 No. 1 Rd, Richmond, BC   Saturday April 26th 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.  This seminar will
survey the history and current state of the world Christian movement and help individual believers and local
congregations envisage what part they may play in this on-going enterprise. (The seminar will be conducted in
English.)  Cost: $15 (includes lunch).  For further information and registration, call 604.271.9333 or email 
(Redacted)

Easter's Challenge to Empire (by N.T. Wright)

Jesus came with a job to do, to complete the work to which Israel was called. This work, from the call of
Abraham onwards, was to put the human race to rights, and so to put the whole creation to rights. As the
gospel writers tell the story, this task was to be accomplished by Jesus bringing about the sovereign healing
rule of the creator God. Jesus was addressing the question, "What might it look like if God was running this
show?" And answering, "This is what it looks like: just watch." And then, "just listen." In what he did, and in
the stories he told, Jesus was announcing and inaugurating what he referred to as "the kingdom of God," the
long-awaited hope that the creator God would run the whole show, on earth as in heaven.
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Matthew 5:38-42

38 ‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an
eye and a tooth for a tooth.” 39But I say to you, Do
not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on
the right cheek, turn the other also; 40and if anyone
wants to sue you and take your coat, give your

cloak as well; 41and if anyone forces you to go one
mile, go also the second mile. 42Give to everyone
who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who
wants to borrow from you [NRSV]

Galatians 3:23-29 

23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and
guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed. 24Therefore the law was our
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might
be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come,
we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26for
in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith. 27As many of you as were baptized into

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
29And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the
promise. [NRSV]

Genesis 1:26-31

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our
image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.’
27So God created humankind in his image,
   in the image of God he created them;
   male and female he created them.
28God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of

the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.’ 29God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them
for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have
given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. 31God
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was
very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day. [NRSV]


