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April 20, 2003 
Easter Sunday 

 
Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship on this Easter Sunday.  Our service of music 
and song is led by Karen Keeney, Eric Hannan will be leading us in song and Edward Kehler will be 
accompanying on the piano.   There will be no children’s church this week, nor will there be child care for the 
toddlers, but Christian Lui will be in the nursery to help with the babies.   
 
Last Sunday:   Last Sunday, Kevin Hiebert retold the story from John 18 in modern TV detective terms (JC 
and the boys, set in B.C.), making the point that JC's "kingdom" was not geographically based.  He then 
turned to various writings by Martin Luther discussing temporal authority, the roles of laws and law keepers 
in society, and Romans 13.  Luther concluded that if a society were truly Christian, all of us would be subject 
to each other, but this never seems to happen.  Luther admitted that when law and society truly break down, 
soldier may be needed, and this brought Kevin closer to today's war in Iraq.  Luther argued that simply 
changing government will not necessarily work because you may get some other government that is just as 
bad.  He also advised that it is wrong to do things which will punish people generally when you are simply 
trying to punish an evil ruler.  Kevin then examined the Just War Theory, and by reviewing the principles 
outlined in the 13th c., I realized that the present war was neither classifiable as a 'just war' (according to the 
church principles) nor being carried out in a 'just' manner (do not plunge the country into chaos just to get the 
king's head, do not be impatient and claim you are the one who decides who should act and when, etc.)  
Luther pointed out that if all 'just' people punished those who do wrong, then students would strike teachers, 
children their parents, etc.  Kevin then brought us back to John 18, concluding that rather than seeking to be 
the superior of others, we should seek to be their servants.  That is what the 'kingdom' was all about.  [JEK] 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.  We 
begun this week on #172 
 
Upcoming speakers 
April 27 Jeremy Schmidt  Sanctification and the emotions: 17th century perspectives 
May 4  Paul Burns (UBC) Church Fathers and their spirituality 
May 11  Gay Lynn Voth  Encountering Jesus in Unexpected Places   (Mother's Day)  
May 18  Joyce Heron  Jacob’s Well ministry 
 
Reminder:  As announced last week, the meeting of care and concern scheduled for tonight has been 
cancelled and will be rescheduled soon. 

 Work Party for the Menno Simons Centre Saturday April 26 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Come and help 
sweep out the detritus of 8 months of student living and worship.  Coffee and danishes to start the 
morning, and pizza lunch provided. 
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The Wider Church 
"Mennonite Music for Special Occasions" Sunday, May 18, 3:00 p.m. at Central Heights MB Church. 
Tickets: $10.00. Henry Neufeld  has a few tickets or call Mennonite Historical Society 604 853 6177. 
 
From MBMS International:   Karen and Mark McReynolds are MBMS International missionaries in Belize. 
They ask your prayers for their mission to reconcile people and creation to God by serving the earth and the 
poor by directing Jaguar Creek, a rainforest environmental research and education ministry. 
 
MC Canada Witness   Loren and Donna Entz are preparing to return to the Samogho people in Burkina Faso 
to continue to witness the ways of Christ to them in culturally appropriate ways.  Your gifts to MC Canada  
WITNESS help make Christ’s resurrection a reality in other cultures. 
 
George and Victoria Hobson enjoyed themselves immensely at our church these past few weeks.  They 
were touched that so many people expressed interest in their work in Africa and wanted to contribute.  They 
have four projects, two in Burundi and two in Rwanda, deserving of every bit of help they can get.  
Contributions may be made through Rosie Perera who will see that it gets to each mission.  In this bulletin 
you will find a short synopsis of the last project. 

Jean-Damascène Nsabimana is an Episcopal minister whom we met in northern Rwanda, where I (George 
Hobson) taught 35 Anglican pastors in a seminar sponsored by Archbishop Kolini of the Anglican Church of 
Rwanda.  These pastors receive no salary from the national church, but must survive on the very small sums 
their parishioners, who have very little money, can give on Sundays.  Jean-Damascène is responsible for eleven 
churches with eleven Sunday Schools and women's groups.  He has asked us to help him to raise funds for the 
Sunday schools, which have no pencils, notebooks, Bibles or any other supplies.  To give an idea of how little 
these African communities have, he asked us if we could provide money for tea and cookies for a Christmas 
meeting of all his workers and Sunday school teachers in the eleven churches.  It is hard for some of us to 
imagine what it would be like not to be able to buy a box of teabags!  We have asked St. John's Church to help 
collect pens and pencils, etc., for the Sunday Schools, or funds to buy these, but more will be needed.  Jean-
Damascène asked us to seek help in Canada for his special project: Leadership Training seminars for woman in 
parishes in the mountains, enabling them to assume a greater role in the local churches, to receive training in 
spiritual growth, peace and reconciliation (in this post-genocidal society where the two ethnic groups must live 
side by side in peace), and to learn skills for the care of AIDS victims, for which they need specialist training.  In 
addition, he is passionately concerned to educate his people, and as there are no books in their language; he 
plans to write and commission from fellow pastors a small collection of Christian books in Kinyarwanda.  We 
have offered to help him raise the funds to have these booklets printed for all of his eleven chapels, and for other 
churches in the diocese. 

 
             
“Rise traveller, the sky is light 
Why do you sleep?  It is not night. 
The sleeping lose, and sleep in vain. 
The waking rise, and rise to gain” 
 
“Open your eyelids, you who nod. 
O heedless one, pay heed to God. 
Is this your way to show your love? 
You sleep below, he wakes above.” 

“What you have done, that you must bear. 
Where is the joy in sin then, where? 
When on your head your sins lie deep, 
Why do you clutch your head and weep?” 
 
“Tomorrow’s task, enact today. 
Today’s at once, do not delay. 
When the birds have robbed the standing grain 
What use to wring your hands in vain?”  

 
 
         -attributed to Mahatma Gandhi 
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Accommodations needed:   Between May 15-August 15 Three MBMS International missionary families will 
be on furlough (MINA) in this area and need accommodations. If you have the gift of hospitality and have a 
place that you would like to share with a family or couple, please call Betty Loeppky at 604-859-6267 or toll 
free at 1-888-866-6267 or email [available upon request]. (If you have appropriate accommodations for only a 
portion of that time, that too would be appreciated.)  
 
The MCC Thrift Store at 5914  Fraser St. is actively looking for new volunteers to work in the thrift store 
sorting, pricing and displaying donations, assisting customers, and doing any of a number of things it takes to 
keep a store running smoothly.  All volunteers are welcome, whether one evening a month or more.  The 
stores in BC alone raised close to $1.5 million last year and are a successful mission close to home here in 
Vancouver.  Please contact Gary Desterke at the store at (604) 325-1612 or see the notice on the bulletin 
board in the hall for more information. 
 
Camp Squeah   Rudy Kehler reports: “Summer camp registrations are coming in every day as families and 
children plan ahead for a week at camp...some... while requesting financial assistance.  Single parents trying 
to make ends meet, families with a parent laid off work or injured... many scenarios with one thing in 
common - their child wants to go to summer camp.  The generosity of donors has always made it possible for 
us to offer financial assistance to these families in the form of camperships.  The Campership Fund is very 
low these days and we want all children who register to be able to come to camp.  With your help we can do 
this.  Please contribute to the Campership Fund as you are able.  Donations can be mailed to Camp Squeah, 
#4 - 27915 Trans Canada Hwy, Hope, BC, V0X 1L3, or donate online at www.campsqueah.bc.ca  Thank 
you.” 
 
The Pacific Mennonite Children’s Choir celebrates 25 years of making music to honour God.  Hear the 
Choir, guest musicians Calvin Dyck, Betty Suderman, Melanie Krueger and many alumni singers perform on 
Sunday, May 25, 2003 at 6:30 at Central Heights Church (1661 Mc Callum Rd, Abbotsford)  All alumni 
singers and friends of the choir are invited.  Tickets at: Tom Lee Music, House of James or at the door. 
 
Donna Stewart at Killarney Park MB is a contact for a forum on the impact of government policy changes and 
what the UN report said about them.  It is sponsored by the Multifaith Social Justice Coalition, a network of 
diverse faith groups who share a conviction that religion has a moral, social and economic imperative to 
safeguard human dignity and worth.  The forum will feature Shelagh Day, and will be held Saturday May 10th 
from 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm at the Peretz Centre - 6184 Ash St.  See the poster on the back bulletin board or call 
Donna Stewart 604 986 9604 for more details. 
 
An article in the April issue of BC Christian News features Henry Krause speaking about his peace position 
and how he was led to start the Fraser Valley Arts and Peace Festival.  Unfortunately the issue did not arrive 
at our doorsteps (we are looking into what happened to it) but it can also be read on the BC Christian News 
website at  http://www.canadianchristianity.com/cgi-bin/bc.cgi?bc/bccn/0403/mennonites2. 
 
An MCC Canada letter to churches from January 2003 is as applicable now as it was a few months ago "We 
urge Mennonite and Brethren in Christ congregations in Canada to let their light shine boldly and actively 
witnessing to the way of peace. To seek the way of peace in this present crisis is not to say we have all the 
answers to the present international crisis. It is to say that ultimately peace and security are achieved, not 
through violent means but through the nonviolent pursuit of justice and well-being for all people."  The work 
of peace goes on every day in many countries throughout the world.  For a fresh view of how Indians with 
MCC are supporting peace in Kolkata (Calcutta), check the press releases at MCC Canada for the letter from 
India at http://domino-
18.prominic.com/A5584F/PressRelease.nsf/ba3a3f3fecaf497d85256a9b004ac99a/01eb0f62a356703485256d0
b0031a33a!OpenDocument 
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Menno Letter from Jerusalem comes out of a witness of MC Canada in the Holy Land working to bridge 
barriers between cultures and assist others in gaining knowledge and personal experience of the region and its 
people. Glenn Witmer (MC Canada) has served as coordinator for this and other programs such as the 
Summer Internships in the Holy Land for some years.  The Menno Letter is a series of pithy insights that 
takes no political stands, but instead offers rare and well-written insight into the daily lives people face there.  
It is available at  http://mennonitechurch.ca/news/jerusalemletter/ or from a link on the PGIMF website.  If you 
would like a printed copy, see Andre or Kevin.
 
Articles in this month’s MennoLetter from 
Jerusalem: 
  MY VOICE…  
 Longing For Reconciliation, and Hope       The Pain Will Unite Us  
 
  OTHER VOICES…  
    A Perspective of Hope  
    ‘Deviating From the Principle of Separation’  
    West is ‘Hypocritical’ on Israeli-Palestinian Conflict  
    Army Hardens Position on Conscientious Objectors  
    World Bank and UN Report ‘Disastrous Situation’ in Palestine  
     60 New Settlements in Two Years  

     “This Makes Many of us Christians Ashamed.”  
     Arafat Makes List of World’s Wealthiest  
     Work Begins on ‘Bulge’ in Temple Mount Wall  
 

 
...“I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just.”  

          – Thomas Jefferson 
 

 

 An Invitation from MC Canada for the Annual Assembly July 9-13, 2003 
  
For this year’s assembly I have been asked to build a 5 minute slide show reflecting the places, spaces, work, and lives 
of Mennonite Church Canada folk from across the country. The presentation will be used to welcome delegates to the 
assembly during the opening worship time on Wednesday evening. We’d like a fair representation of images from each 
area conference. 
  
Examples are images that reflect the nature and geography of the places you and your friends/family live, work, church 
buildings (preferably with people in the image as well), folks going about their activities of daily living, Mennonite 
businesses/business people, folks engaged in prayer and worship, activities of your congregation, volunteer work, and 
so on.  
*         The images need to feature good composition and sharp focus. 
*         Unusual angles are welcome. Colour images are preferred. 
*         Digital or scanned images (150 - 200 dpi resolution in JPG format preferred) are welcome (just send them to me 
at [e-mail available upon request]) 
*         Hard copy photographic prints are also welcome. If you send hard copy prints and want them returned, please 
clearly indicate that and include return mailing information. Feel free to extend this invitation others you know that 
might be interested. 
  
Deadline for submissions is May 1. Thanks to all for your consideration! 
 
Dan Dyck, 
director of communications 
Mennonite Church Canada 
600 Shaftesbury Blvd. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada   R3P 0M4 
tel: 204-888-6781   fax: 204-831-5675 
[e-mail available upon request] 


