
Spring Cleanup    Everyone is
invited to help clean up the
Menno Simons Centre for spring.
Bring your work clothes Saturday
April 27

th
 and begin with coffee

and goodies and break for lunch
(provided) as we plant, scrape,
paint and lug the Centre into
shape! Please let Benjamin &
Morgan know if you’re coming!

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org        E-mail: info@pgimf.org

April 21st, 2013
Speaker:   Julia Bowering

I Will Yet Praise Him: Thirsting for God in the Desert

Worship leader: Janice Kreider Song Leader: Catherine Cooper
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Henry Neufeld

Please join us after the service in the lounge for coffee and fellowship

Last Sunday    On April 14th, Kevin Miller spoke on the
theme of one of his recent movies, Hellbound? Brad Jersak's
book, Her Gates will never be Shut: Hope, Hell and the New
Jerusalem fascinated Kevin because of the profound
questions it raised about atonement and the very nature of
God. The various branches of Christianity offer a cornucopia
of views about hell [hell and the concept of eternal
damnation do not appear in the Old Testament until the
later rabbinical writings, which are then accepted by certain
writers in the New Testament--though fire has often been
viewed as something which refines). All of our modern
questions about the afterlife ultimately take us to the
question, "Who is God?" Voltaire quipped that if God has
made us in his image, we have returned the favour, and therein lies our problem. Believers claim to
hope that if we abandon ourselves to God, everything will be fine. However, we also deeply wish to
control our own fate if at all possible and not just rely on our chances with God, so complicated
systems are created which too often are effectively fear-based control systems. Jewish religious
leaders certainly did this with their myriad of regulations which had to be followed--or else, and
some of this type of thinking has also crept into various expressions of Christianity over the
centuries. As contemporary believers contemplate the mysteries ofthe afterlife, we of course
examine our scriptures. Unfortunately, we do this only in ways(through cultural glasses) which let us
understand some things and cause us to overlook others. Kevin asked what kind of images of God
do our selective assumptions about God create within us? Do we actually believe that God the
Judge will do what is right, or do we want to offer advice? Kevin reminded us that if we think about
it seriously, we will realize that we have no choice in this matter. He encouraged us to remember
that "God is not the enemy, God is love, so take a second look at God". [JEK]

PGIMF News
April 28th Jim Neudorf Justice, Judgment & God
May 5th Henry Neufeld Vote In My Life
May 12th J. Evan Kreider -
May 19th TBA Pentecost

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


Edwin Hintz wishes to thank
everyone  for their
condolences, cards and
especially for the flowers in
memory of Hedie’s passing.

Suite for rent?  Thomas Bergen and Cara Tweed, residents at
the Menno Simons Centre, are getting married in August and
looking for a place to live in September. A basement suite
would be ideal. Please email (cara.tweed@gmail.com) or catch
them at PGIMF if you know of a potential space.

The Wider Church
BCMB Convention   Here’s your early notice to book now for
the BCMB Convention 2013 to take place Friday May 3rd from

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm, and Saturday May 4th beginning at 8:30 am from 1:00 - 4:00 pm at Eagle
Ridge Bible Fellowship (1160 Lansdown Rd., Coquitlam).  This year's theme is Take Courage,
Keep on Speaking and Convention Documents will be posted shortly on the BCMB website. 
To register, go to the BCMB home page at www.bcmb.org, follow the links to Convention 2013,
and click on the secure Registration link to sign up.  

The Pacific Centre for Discipleship Association (PCDA), which operates the Menno Simons
Centre, has established a Faith & Life Integration project this year to examine theological
education in Africa.  You can support PCDA volunteer Michael Thomas at the Akrofi-Christaller
Institute (ACI) in Akropong, Ghana to examine how ACI’s approach to theological formation
helps students understand the relationship between learning, faith, culture, and mission. Your
donation to the PCDA to support this work (designated “African theology project”) is
appreciated. Keep up with Michael at the ACI on http://pcda.bc.ca/african-theology-project

Situation wanted    Mustafa and Walaa (friends of Cara Tweed) are living in Montreal with
their 3 month old twins, but are hoping to rent a one bedroom Vancouver apartment (not a
basement suite) starting June 1. They can afford max. $1100 per month. Walaa's phone
number is 1.514.824.2227; she is completing her PhD and will be working at UBC's TRIUMF for
one year. Please contact her if you know of a place.

Spirituality & Aging Conference   Emmanuel Mennonite Church hosts a conference on
Spirituality and Aging featuring Dr. Marcus Smucker (EMS, ex-AMBS) on May 25th.  In a full-day
session, Dr. Smucker will examining the aging process through the lens of scripture,
psychology, spirituality and human experience in the second half of life.  Spiritual exercises will
be integrated with the workshop in addition to discussion and questions.  Please call
Emmanuel church office at 604-854-3654 or e-mail to seniors@emmanuelmennonite.com  to
reserve your attendance.  Registration ($20) at the door.

MCBC Women’s Inspirational Day   MCBC Women’s Ministry hosts its annual Inspirational
Day on May 4th at Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church (2051 Windsor St.) in Abbotsford.  Worship,
food, fun and fellowship, and Ten Thousand Villages shopping.  Child-Care available only by
pre-registration.  Register in the gym foyer at 9:30 am the day of, or on-line at
http://mcbc.ca/ai1ec_event/womens-inspirational-day/?instance_id=88.

MCC asks you to help build a safer world by signing a parliamentary petition on cluster
munitions. For more information on the issue, instructions and to download the petition, visit
http://mccottawa.ca/help-build-safer-world-support-ban-cluster-munitions 

MCC   July 25-27, 2014: Southern Africa Reunion 2014. An alumni event is being planned next
summer at Summit Pacific College in Abbotsford BC for all folks who have served with
Mennonite organizations like MCC, AIMM and others. For more information contact Ruth
Thiessen at s.a.reunion2014@gmail.comor visit mcc.org/alumni/reunions
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Pacific Theatre    Presents the Canadian premiere of Bill Cain’s How to Write a New Book for
the Bible the story of an aging mother’s peculiarities and a son’s flawed devotion.  Heartfelt &
hilarious. Audience advisory: Strong language.  Plays April 26-May 25 at Pacific Theatre, 1440
W 12th Ave Tickets $18 - 30 plus HST. Get your tickets on-line at www.pacifictheatre.org  or
call 604-731-5518

AMBS    AMBS is getting ready to launch new program - a new 80-credit-hour Master of
Divinity to be launched fall 2013 (MDiv Campus), with an option for people to study at a
distance (MDiv Connect). Prior to approval, AMBS is gathering names of people who are
interested. For more information or to recommend someone who would benefit from this new
study arrangement, contact: http://www.ambs.edu/academics/New-Master-of-Divinity.cfm 

Revelation 7:9-17

9 After this I looked, and there was a great
multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples
and languages, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, robed in white, with
palm branches in their hands. 10They cried
out in a loud voice, saying,
‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated
on the throne, and to the Lamb!’
11And all the angels stood around the
throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshipped God,
12singing,
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honour
and power and might
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’

13 Then one of the elders addressed me,
saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and
where have they come from?’ 14I said to
him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then

he said to me, ‘These are they who have
come out of the great ordeal; they have
washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.
15 For this reason they are before the throne
of    God,
   and worship him day and night within his
    temple,
   and the one who is seated on the throne
will
    shelter them.
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no
more;
   the sun will not strike them,
   nor any scorching heat;
17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be
    their shepherd,
   and he will guide them to springs of the water
    of life,
   and God will wipe away every tear from their
    eyes.’     [NRSV]

John 10:22-30

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and
said to him, ‘How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’
25Jesus answered, ‘I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s
name testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are
one.’     [NRSV]
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Psalm 42

Women:
1 As a deer longs for flowing streams,
   so my soul longs for you, O God.
2 My soul thirsts for God,
   for the living God.
When shall I come and behold
   the face of God?
3 My tears have been my food
   day and night,
while people say to me continually,
   ‘Where is your God?’

4 These things I remember,
   as I pour out my soul:
how I went with the throng,
   and led them in procession to the house of
God,
with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving,
   a multitude keeping festival.

All:
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul,
   and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
   my help 6and my God.

Men:
My soul is cast down within me;
   therefore I remember you
from the land of Jordan and of Hermon,
   from Mount Mizar.
7 Deep calls to deep
   at the thunder of your cataracts;
all your waves and your billows
   have gone over me.
8 By day the Lord commands his steadfast love,
   and at night his song is with me,
   a prayer to the God of my life.

9 I say to God, my rock,
   ‘Why have you forgotten me?
Why must I walk about mournfully
   because the enemy oppresses me?’
10 As with a deadly wound in my body,
   my adversaries taunt me,
while they say to me continually,
   ‘Where is your God?’

All:
11 Why are you cast down, O my soul,
   and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
   my help and my God.     [NRSV]

Psalm 43

Women:
1 Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause
   against an ungodly people;
from those who are deceitful and unjust
   deliver me!
2 For you are the God in whom I take refuge;
   why have you cast me off?
Why must I walk about mournfully
   because of the oppression of the enemy?

Men:
3 O send out your light and your truth;
   let them lead me;

let them bring me to your holy hill
   and to your dwelling.
4 Then I will go to the altar of God,
   to God my exceeding joy;
and I will praise you with the harp,
   O God, my God.

All:
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul,
   and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
   my help and my God.     [NRSV]


