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2  Sunday after Easternd

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Andre Pekovich,
Deberah Shears will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Edward Epp is your usher.  
Later we will be hearing from Ken Friesen who will speak to us about his trip to Israel/Palestine based on
Matthew 5.13-20.    Please join us later after the service in the lounge for coffee and fellowship.  Parents with
small children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of
each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information. 

Last Sunday   Carl Friesen, on a recent trip to Israel/Palestine, was confronted with a gross oversimplification
of the gospel: “Jesus substitutionary death on the cross brings salvation to lost souls so that all those who
believe can enjoy eternity in heaven when they die.”  Carl asks, if this is all there is to the Christian story, what
is the significance of Easter Sunday? Why didn’t the story finish on Good Friday with the cross? Carl notes
some insist it merely foreshadows a future resurrection for us.  Carl notes that view is not supported anywhere
by Scripture, and took us through various passages in the gospels and Paul’s letters to show that Resurrection
Sunday proved once and for all that this Messiah (as opposed to all the other pretend messiahs who came
before) really was not only the king of all creation, but that his new creation had already begun with the Easter
Sunday event.  Parallelling John’s gospel of the account of creation “In the beginning was the Word...”, John
brings forth image after image to demonstrate Christ’s resurrection as the new creation - both occurred on the
first day of the week, both brought new life out of water, both brought forth healing - from raising Moses’
serpent and from the ascended man.   Carl points out that Paul extends this theology in 1 Corinthians and
Romans by insisting that the new life called forth in Christ’s resurrection is also called forth in the world
around us right now - the whole world has a chance for new life, and we, as Christ’s agents in the world now
must bring it about.  This call given to all Christians is not merely to endure this life in the hope of a better one
after death, but to work hard to bring about the harvest of this new creation, so that the last image John leaves
us with - a new heaven and a new earth coming together in heavenly union under Christ the king. [AP]  

PGIMF News
April 29 Rabbi David Mivasair The Prophetic voice of Judaism
May 6 Hannah Dutko Revelation 12:11
May 13 Barbara Nickel Mothers’ Day/Poetry and Peace
May 20 Megan Jung Boldly, For the Love of God

The Wider Church
MB Mission   K & W are serving as part of the C4 team.  Pray for diligence in their language learning and
continued adjustment to the culture around them.  Pray that they would make many friends, and spirit-led
contacts, and be a light in a dark place.

MCC    MCC has launched a $500,000 Middle East Crisis appeal to assist partner organizations as they
provide humanitarian aid and build peace as violence spreads throughout the region. MCC will send food and
material aid to displaced Syrians and assist partners in strengthening their conflict prevention strategies and
disaster preparedness. To learn more and make a donation visit www.bc.mcc.org

Regent College    The Board and Senate of Regent College request the honour of your presence at the
Forty-Second Convocation for the purpose of conferring Diplomas and Degrees and awarding prizes. The
Convocation will be held at Broadway Church (2700 E. Broadway in Vancouver) on Friday, April 27,
beginning at 7:30 pm.  The student speaker will be Lydia Cruttwell, with Dr. Loren Wilkinson bringing a
charge to the graduates.  A reception will follow.  

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.
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2012 BCMB Convention   The Annual Convention will be held at Broadway MB Church in Chilliwack this
May 4-5 with the theme is "Enable Your Servants" for 2 days of worship, reporting, inspiration and prayer. 
We are encouraged to send 3 delegates this year. The cost to attend convention is $20/person and will include a
light breakfast, lunch and coffee breaks on Saturday.  All the conventions materials are now available on the
BCMB website at http://www.bcmb.org/qry/page.taf?id=210 - nominations, registration, convention agenda
and recommendations, background information.  Please feel free to download any of the documents from the
Conference web page, and if assistance is needed, please call the Conference office at 604-853-6959.

BCMB Nominations    The 2012 BCMB Convention Nominations are now posted on the BCMB website. You
will find this document at www.bcmb.org under Events/Convention 2012/Convention 2012 Materials or just
click on this link http://www.bcmb.org/qry/page.taf?id=210

MCC   MCC’s fundraising luncheon at Garden Park Tower in Abbotsford - A Table of Sharing - takes place
May 26  at noon.  Come hear story telling by MCC BC Executive Director Wayne Bremner, an opportunity toth

sing your favourite hymns, and a wonderful lunch. Tickets are $7.50 and are available from the MCC office,
the MCC Clothing Etc. Thrift Shop, the Garden Park Tower office as well as local churches. For more
information call MCC BC at 1 888 622 6337 or visit www.bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/luncheon   

Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2012   Assembly 2012 Early Bird registration deadline is May 15 . th.

Plan to attend Dusting off the Bible for the 21st Century, Mennonite Church Canada’s 2012 Assembly in
Vancouver. There will be music, inspiration, friends, faith, and food. Save by signing up by May 15th! Details
at www.mennonitechurch.ca/vancouver2012 .

Regent College Summer School     Here’s a summer course highlight that should be of interest to everyone -
Surveillance in the 21st Century.  Gathering and processing personal data—whether images from cameras,
details from credit cards, or information from ID documents—is surveillance. Supposedly innocent data are
now highly valued by corporations (think of Amazon, Google, or Facebook) and avidly sought by police and
intelligence services. This has real-world consequences for ordinary people, enlarging or limiting their
opportunities, access, and life-chances. This course examines some of the questions about technology,
organizations, and ethics that the topic of surveillance raises. How did the culture of surveillance develop?
How should Christians treat their personal data and those of others? What are the benefits, consequences, and
limits of surveillance? You will have the chance to consider your own ‘data practices’ and to contribute to one
of society’s most pressing problems in an informed and Christian manner.  Course led by David Lyon, PhD,
Principal Investigator of The New Transparency Project, and Director of the Surveillance Studies Centre at
Queen’s University and runs from June 25-29 in the afternoons at Regent College.  For more information, a
syllabus, and link to registration page, see Rosie’s blog post: http://bit.ly/LyonSurveillanceClass.  For general
info about Regent Summer School, see http://www.regent-college.edu/summer 

CCMBC hires missiologist to resource churches

The C2C Network has appointed Bill Hogg as national missiologist to support and resource established churches to follow
Jesus faithfully and fruitfully into the Canadian mission field.  "This appointment represents C2C's commitment not only
to launch new churches across Canada to reach the lost, but to serve and support existing churches as they also strive to
live out the great commission," says C2C director Gord Fleming.  

Hogg, formerly pastor at Gracepoint (MB) Community Church, Surrey, B.C., has served as professor, evangelist, radio
host, and movie extra. He was involved in pioneer evangelism in his native Scotland where he launched Youth For Christ.
Hogg has served on the Arrow Leadership Ministries faculty for the past 10 years, offering congregational and local
church leaders training in evangelism. He is currently pursuing doctoral research in the area of leadership approaches to
congregational renewal and missional renaissance. Author of Bill Hogg's Most Excellent Guide to Praying and contributor
to Fast Moving Currents in Youth Culture, Hogg is currently writing an evangelism primer for leaders. Hogg and his wife
Morag have two adult children, Naomi and Peter. - CCMBC news release
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Matthew 5:13-20

 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost13

its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and
trampled under foot.

 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a14

hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a15

lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.

In the same way, let your light shine before16

others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father in heaven.

 ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the17

law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but
to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and18

earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a
letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of19

the least of these commandments, and teaches
others to do the same, will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom
of heaven. For I tell you, unless your20

righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.     [NRSV]

Call to worship

Leader: Come, worship the Christ, a living stone,
rejected by mortals, but precious in God’s sight,

People: We are like living stones
being used in building the spiritual temple,
with Christ as our cornerstone.

Leader: We will offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ,

People: for we are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, God’s own people.

Leader: Once we were no people,
but now we are God’s people.

People: Therefore, we declare the mighty acts of God,
who calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light.
We will be priests of good news
and serve each other, with Christ as our example.

(Arlene M Mark, based on 1Pe 2:2-10, 21-25 Words for Worship Herald Press, 1996)



Genesis 23:2-20

And Sarah died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron)2

in the land of Canaan; and Abraham went in to
mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. Abraham3

rose up from beside his dead, and said to the
Hittites, ‘I am a stranger and an alien residing4

among you; give me property among you for a
burying-place, so that I may bury my dead out of

5my sight.’ The Hittites answered Abraham,

6‘Hear us, my lord; you are a mighty prince among
us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our burial
places; none of us will withhold from you any
burial ground for burying your dead.’ Abraham7

rose and bowed to the Hittites, the people of the
land. He said to them, ‘If you are willing that I8

should bury my dead out of my sight, hear me,
and entreat for me Ephron son of Zohar, so that9

he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he
owns; it is at the end of his field. For the full price
let him give it to me in your presence as a
possession for a burying-place.’ Now Ephron10

was sitting among the Hittites; and Ephron the
Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of the
Hittites, of all who went in at the gate of his city,

‘No, my lord, hear me; I give you the field, and I11

give you the cave that is in it; in the presence of
my people I give it to you; bury your dead.’

Then Abraham bowed down before the people of12

the land. He said to Ephron in the hearing of the13

people of the land, ‘If you only will listen to me! I
will give the price of the field; accept it from me,
so that I may bury my dead there.’ Ephron14

answered Abraham, ‘My lord, listen to me; a15

piece of land worth four hundred shekels of
silver—what is that between you and me? Bury
your dead.’ Abraham agreed with Ephron; and16

Abraham weighed out for Ephron the silver that
he had named in the hearing of the Hittites, four
hundred shekels of silver, according to the weights
current among the merchants.

 So the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was17

to the east of Mamre, the field with the cave that
was in it and all the trees that were in the field,
throughout its whole area, passed to Abraham as18

a possession in the presence of the Hittites, in the
presence of all who went in at the gate of his city.

After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the19

cave of the field of Machpelah facing Mamre (that
is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. The field and20

the cave that is in it passed from the Hittites into
Abraham’s possession as a burying-place.   
[NRSV]

Micah 6:1-8

Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case1

before the mountains, and let the hills hear your
voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of2

the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the
earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his
people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my3

people, what have I done to you? In what have I
wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up4

from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from
the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam....

“With what shall I come before the Lord, and6 

bow myself before God on high? Shall I come
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year
old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of7

rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I
give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of
my body for the sin of my soul?”  No...He has8

told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does
the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?     [NRSV]


