
POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org 

April 28th, 2013
Speaker:   Jim Neudorf

Justice, Judgment & the Goodness of God

Worship leader: John Friesen Song Leader: Paul Thiessen
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Peter Neudorf

Please join us after the service in the lounge for coffee and fellowship

Last Sunday   Julia Bowering launched from Psalm 42 and 43 to describe personal encounters
with thirst, relating that to a thirst for God.  Fainting in the desert on a hike from lack of water
was not the encounter she desired, but remains with her as a metaphor for life without the
Lord. As the hart yearns for water, so my soul pants for you.  This song is for those who felt
abandoned by God or overwhelmed in despair.  The two psalms (laments) are so perfectly
written to fit together, particularly the refrain (“Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are
you disquieted within me?...”) that repeats again and again, challenging God in the way that
those close to death are wont to do.  In a day after bombings in Boston and plots in Toronto,
this lament calls out to Julia with its raw honesty.  She noted the history of Jewish peoples
called for frequent festivals and feasts, to which God was to be praised and thanked for his
blessings, and this contrasts with the despair that so often occupied life. Though we
experience God in different ways and different seasons, our call is nevertheless to maintain
hope, no matter our experience, even when the silence of God’s absence presses upon us.  So
too is voicelessness where we soon find ourselves in dependency. Turn to prayer, Julia asks, as
the Psalmist did in Psalm 43 in the hope of finding God will be there to support us. [AP]

PGIMF News
May 5th Henry Neufeld Vote On My Life
May 12th J. Evan Kreider -
May 19th Sermon on the Mount
May 26th Church Retreat at Camp Luther 

The Wider Church
BCMB Convention   Here’s your early notice to book now for the BCMB Convention 2013 to
take place Friday May 3rd from 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm, and Saturday May 4th beginning at 8:30 am
from 1:00 - 4:00 pm at Eagle Ridge Bible Fellowship (1160 Lansdown Rd., Coquitlam).  This
year's theme is Take Courage, Keep on Speaking and Convention Documents will be posted
shortly on the BCMB website.  To register, go to the BCMB home page at www.bcmb.org,
follow the links to Convention 2013, and click on the secure Registration link to sign up.  

MCC   Make plans to attend the MCC World Relief Fair in Black Creek May 25th from 8:00 am  -
2:00 pm. Join MCC for a fantastic community event that includes great food, live and silent
auctions, lots of activities for kids and more. Get all the details here
http://bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/black-creek-fair. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.bcmb.org,
http://bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/black-creek-fair


MCBC Women’s Inspirational Day   MCBC Women’s Ministry hosts its annual Inspirational
Day on May 4th at Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church (2051 Windsor St.) in Abbotsford.  Worship,
food, fun and fellowship, and Ten Thousand Villages shopping.  Register on-line at
http://mcbc.ca/ai1ec_event/womens-inspirational-day/?instance_id=88.  Child-Care available
only by pre-registration. Or registrater day-of at 9:30 am in the Gym Foyer.

Regent College    You are invited to the 2013 Pastors' Conference  Restoring the Centre: The
Place of the Table in the Church with Hans Boersma, Alan Torrance, and others, hosted by Ross
Hastings.  This conference aims to encourage pastors, irrespective of their views on the
meaning of the bread and cup, to consider the centrality of the Eucharist and to explore ways
to pursue its practice pervasively in conjunction with the preaching of the Word.  Morning and
afternoon sessions May 7-10 with lunch provided. Registration still open now, but hurry -
closes May 2nd! 

Mennonite Disaster Service    HAYEAST:  Did you know MDS has delivered nearly 2million lbs
of hay to farmers affected by the drought in Ontario?  Did you know that we are inviting
FAMILIES to participate in building cabins at a church camp in Alberta this summer?  Call the
Winnipeg office for more information  866-261-1274.

Psalm 116: 1 - 5

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard
   my voice and my supplications.
2 Because he inclined his ear to me,
   therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
3 The snares of death encompassed me;
   the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;

   I suffered distress and anguish.
4 Then I called on the name of the Lord:
   ‘O Lord, I pray, save my life!’

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;
   our God is merciful.      [NRSV]

 Malachi 3: 2 - 5

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare
the way before me, and the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The
messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord
of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’
soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the descendants of
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until
they present offerings to the Lord in

righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as
in the days of old and as in former years.

5 Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I
will be swift to bear witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against
those who swear falsely, against those who
oppress the hired workers in their wages, the
widow, and the orphan, against those who
thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me,
says the Lord of hosts.     [NRSV]


