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August 3, 2003 

 
Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Janice 
Kreider; Eric Hannan will be leading us in song - a capella.  Later we will hear a message from Ray Bystrom.   
Just a reminder that there is no children’s church in the summer months and parents are encouraged to make 
their own arrangements if minding is required.  Please stay with us after the service for a coffee and goodies. 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658. 
 
Last Sunday   Dr. Charles Paris, former Roman Catholic priest, spoke on "The Sacrament of Reconciliation".  
This is a far more positive approach to the cycle of sin-repentence-forgiveness than was the pre-Vatican II lay 
understanding of the necessity of listing small and large sins weekly when within the confessional.  For 
Catholics, the sacraments are the visible signs of faith for milestones in life (baptism, marriage, etc.) The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation deals with grievous sins, and with reconciling the individual with God and 
church (for minor sins, prayer and repentance suffice).  Charles noted that in former days, confession often 
scrubbed the soul clean, yet guilt remained.  Now the eucharist nurtures the soul, for the emphasis is on the 
mercy of Christ.  During discussion, which ranged widely, it was noted that evangelicals seldom confess sin 
through communal prayer, and even less frequently follow prayers of confession with the passing of the 
peace, which would symbolically indicate that the community accepts us, knowing we are imperfect and will 
sin again.  [JEK] 
 
Two Sundays ago    Wally Braul spoke on "Creativity and Faith".  Though "neither an artist nor connoisseur 
of art", Wally is intrigued by how some artists view faith and creativity, engage in creativity without faith, 
and the existence of creativity outside conventional art.  When meshing creativity in art with faith, the artist is 
struggling with God through internal agonizing, attempting to be brutally honest in the search.  If it is good 
art, questions start coming and cannot be evaded.  Some art, however, has no apparent relation to faith, but 
even then, these works of art are reflections of creativity, and God is viewed as being creative.  Unlike with 
God, we should not worship the artist, but rather focus on the art.  There is also creativity in law, politics, 
economics, sociology, farming, mechanics, culinary work, etc., and these spheres are more give scope for 
artistic expression in 'the garden of life'.  Artistic expression, after all, is essential to the church.  [JEK] 
 
NOTE: Helmut and Hildegarde  Lemke have a new e-mail address [ask for details]. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
August 10  Laura Sportak    - 
August 17  Evan Kreider  Following the Rules (Acts 11) 
August 24  Henry Neufeld  Jesus, Pharisees and Rules  
August 31  Evan Kreider  Acts 12: The Great Escape    (17th anniversary of PGIMF) 
 
Please continue to see Mark Greenstreet so that children’s stories can continue in the services this summer.  
Alternatively, can worship leaders please consider plans to include children in the service in some small way?  
Your effort is truly appreciated by the smallest among us. 
 
 
 



Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Music—Eric Hannan (604-325-5065) 
Pastoral Concerns—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245), Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114) 

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007) 

Prayer requests:   Megan, a visitor, had a friend who lost everything in the recent apartment fires in 
Burnaby.   
 
Just a reminder that we all enjoy our fellowship after the service when coffee and goodies are provided.  All 
of August is open.  You are encouraged to check the list at the back of the church and sign up for a Sunday - 
join with someone else to put it on, bring fruit instead of goodies, or just make coffee and tea.  Your efforts 
are all welcome.   
 
PGIMF Picnic in the Park   You are all invited to bring yourselves, your friends, your kids, games, food and 
drink, and join everyone else after the service in continuing the tradition of the Annual Picnic in the Park.  
Sunday August 10 at Maple Grove Park. (SW Marine Dr at Vine)   Maple Grove Park features a kids area 
waterpark as well as the extensive grounds for bocce or dominoes.  Though barbeques are not generally 
available, they are not prohibited, so feel free to bring your own.  Although watermelon and soft drinks are 
usually provided, due to disorganization, individuals will be responsible for their own this year. 

Woza!  (Come! There is something here for you!) 
 
The Wider Church 
 
From MBMS International: MINISTRY IN MASSAMA. Craig and Fabiana Jost, MBMS International 
missionaries in Portugal, have just returned this past week from their MINA time in the U.S. Pray for them 
and their two young children as they re-adjust to life back in Portugal.  
 
Peace Witness   Join Mennonites from Vancouver and Fraser Valley churches in a Christian peace witness at 
this year's Abbotsford International Air Show on Saturday August 9, 2003. Children's activities include face 
painting, clowning, story telling and colouring. Adults are invited to help distribute the Airshow Unofficial 
Colouring Book and participate in the 2nd Abbotsford International Hair Show. Come with your best B52 
bomber hair style! School kit items for Iraq will also be received. West Abbotsford Mennonite Church 
parking lot (31216 King Road) 10am - 2pm on Saturday August 9. Free admission. 
  
Earlier in the year, Harold Neufeldt noticed Barbara Nickel’s poetry was posted on various Translink 
transit vehicles ("For Peter, my cousin" from The Gladys Elegies ©1997, Coteau Books). You can 
learn more about "Poetry In Transit" at http://www.books.bc.ca/poetry.php 
find out about Barbara and her poetry at http://www.poets.ca/linktext/direct/nickel.htm 
 

  

MCBC/MC Canada issues 
With the recent withdrawal of Kelowna Gospel Fellowship from membership in the MC BC 
conference (and by extension the MC Canada conference) and the similar action pending by   
Cedar Valley Mennonite Church, this fall will be season of discernment and meeting to discuss 
what action the BC churches will wish to take.   
 
If you wish to apprise yourself of the issues, there are three letters on the bulletin board in the hall 
from the churches and the BC Conference that will give you a little background. There may be 
individuals who are better informed about the issues here in our church.  It is likely our moderator 
will be involved it the discussions for action in the fall.  Your input and prayer will be welcome as 
we work to discern how best to uphold the spirit of Christ in our church life. 
 


