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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be led in worship by Evan Kreider,  in

song by Damian Hinman, Evan Kreider will accompany on the piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher.  Later we will

hear from Janice Kreider who will continue our summer series on the Parables of Jesus with the fifth in the series -

Parables of self-defeating action I.  Although parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care

during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service, we welcome your

suggestions for church-provided care if you feel you child is ready for sitting or instruction.   Please join us in the

lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday   On July 27, 2008 Paul Thiessen continued our summer series of talks on the parables, those fascinating

stories which invite us into another world in order to tell us a spiritual truth, yet leave us in sufficient doubt about the

meaning so that we are encouraged to contemplate the stories from various points of view. Paul spoke on the parable of

the great wedding banquet. In Matthew’s version (chapter 22), the king sent out the two traditional invitations (one

asking you to clear your calendar, the other on the day itself saying it is time to come). In Luke’s version (chapter 14)

people gave all sorts of lame excuses, which listeners assume to be outright lies, each of which lets folks engage in

activities which are of secondary importance and get out of participating in the most important thing in life. Analysts

have proposed that in the parable the king represents God, the servants represent the prophets, the bridegroom is Jesus,

those who reject the banquet are the Jewish contemporaries of Jesus, and those brought in unexpectedly from the

streets are the Gentiles, but other interpretations are also available. Since Matthew 22.7 is unusually harsh, some have

wondered whether it was added by Matthew as a way of updating the story to encompass the disastrous destruction of

Jerusalem in 70 AD. Matthew 22.11 is also somewhat harsh, telling of one invitee being cast out for not wearing the

proper wedding garb (presumably provided by the king). This reminds us that even though we are invited to the

banquet by a very generous king, we should not assume that because God loves us as we are, we do not need to change

anything in our lives. Instead, we need to put on the new wedding garb of patience, love, etc. The parable cleverly tells

of an upside-down kingdom in which the wrong people unexpectedly get into the all-important banquet. [JEK]

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers

August 10 Veronica Dyck Parables VI - Self-defeating Action II

August 17 Allan McGee Parables VII - Kingdom Parables I

August 24 Rosie Perera Parables VIII - Kingdom Parables II

August 31 Kevin Hiebert Parables IX - Kingdom Parables III

And a special welcome to Jack Kirk Kilthau, born to Lisa-Dawn’s brother, meaning "god is gracious" and

"to supplant/replace" - which is special for Diana and her family as they tragically lost their only son/brother

(Kirk) eight years ago - so now this little fellow is the only son/brother/nephew/ grandson on her side of the

family...  he is going to be spoiled!

The Wider Church

MBMSI    Samir & Lewiza Youssef are MBMS International Resource missionaries serving Arabic speaking

communities around the world. Pray for Lewiza as she prepares for and travels alone to the 4th annual Abused

Women’s Conference in Egypt from Aug. 25 to Sept. 1, 2008.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your

thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time

will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of

sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



MCC    August 20th - 7:30 pm Volunteer meeting at the TRADEX for all those involved with the Abbotsford MCC

Festival in September. For more info contact Dora Hoeppner at 604-807-8734.   Also, MCC’s Compass program

assists people with their career choices and those who are making a career change. We deliver programs in Abbotsford,

Richmond and Vancouver. To read our newsletter, visit us at www.mccecd.bc.ca/compass

Matthew 11:16-19 

16 ‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like

children sitting in the market-places and calling to one

another,
17“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

   we wailed, and you did not mourn.”

18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say,

“He has a demon”; 19the Son of Man came eating and

drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a

friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is

vindicated by her deeds.’    [NRSV]

Luke 7:31-35 

31 ‘To what then will I compare the people of this

generation, and what are they like? 32They are like

children sitting in the market-place and calling to one

another,

“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

   we wailed, and you did not weep.”

33For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and

drinking no wine, and you say, “He has a demon”; 34 The

Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say,

“Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors

and sinners!” 35Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all

her children.    [NRSV]

Matthew 12:43-45b 

43 ‘When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it

wanders through waterless regions looking for a

resting-place, but it finds none. 44Then it says, “I will

return to my house from which I came.” When it comes,

it finds it empty, swept, and put in order. 45Then it goes

and brings along seven other spirits more evil than itself,

and they enter and live there; and the last state of that

person is worse than the first. So will it be also with this

evil generation.’    [NRSV]

Luke 11:24-26 

24 ‘When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it

wanders through waterless regions looking for a

resting-place, but not finding any, it says, “I will return to

my house from which I came.” 25When it comes, it finds

it swept and put in order. 26Then it goes and brings seven

other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and live

there; and the last state of that person is worse than the

first.’    [NRSV]

Matthew 25:1-13

1‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten

bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the

bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were

wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil

with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.
5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became

drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout,

“Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.”
7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their

lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of

your oil, for our lamps are going out.” 9But the wise

replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and for us;

you had better go to the dealers and buy some for

yourselves.” 10And while they went to buy it, the

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with

him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.
11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord,

lord, open to us.” 12But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do

not know you.” 13Keep awake therefore, for you know

neither the day nor the hour.    [NRSV]


