
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF Changes 
Starting Time of Service

Beginning September 7th, 2014,
PGIMF Sunday Services will begin at
10:30 am. rather than 10:00 am.  
This decision was taken at the
Congregational Meeting of July 20th . 
The congregation will evaluate the
results of this trial in December.

New contact information
Several attenders have new e-mail
addresses.  Please contact:
Rosemary Bell at (available from webmaster)

Christopher Bell at (available from webmaster)

Edward Epp at (available from webmaster)

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org  

August 3rd,  2014
Heinrich Walde  - The Ways of God‘s Heart
Communion will be served - all are welcome

Worship leader: Kevin Hiebert Music: Catherine Cooper
Accompanist: Andre Pekovich Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday   Derek Carr (Reader at our neighbouring church,
Lady of Perpetual Help Professor Emeritus, UBC) spoke on "The
Holy Hermits" by Diego Rodríguez de Silva y Velázquez
(baptized June 6, 1599 – August 6, 1660), a leading painter from
the Spanish Golden Age.  Although most of his works were
secular, "The Holy Hermits" stood for centuries as a powerful
portrait of prayer and meditation in a rural setting which was far
removed from the hustle of Spanish commerce and shipping to
and from the New World.  The painting shows St. Anthony
visiting St. Paul in the desert.  This St. Paul (229-342) was an
Egyptian who fled to the desert to escape persecution.  He
reportedly lived alone for some 90 years.  St. Anthony, often
considered the father of the anchorites (hermits), was led to visit this Paul, partly to learn that others were
expressing their faith as he had been doing, but without his knowledge--although physically alone, he was
not alone in the ideal of meditating.  The painting leads one to contemplate contemplation itself, extended
meditation, the role of prayer, the tension that arises from wanting to be separate from the world and yet
helpful to it.  Derek later commented that Catholicism generally does not teach silence and meditation
unless one joins specific groups devoted to those disciplines; in fact, there is virtually no silence in a Mass, in
saying the rosary, or in following the Offices.  [JEK]

Listen to the sermon audio MP3 recording at www.pgimf.org using your browser's preferred media player.

PGIMF News
August 10 John Longhurst Canada Foodgrains Bank
August 17 J. Evan Kreider God of Storms; God of Silences
August 24 Gerald Neufeld TBA
August 31 Janice Kreider Lectionary texts

Watermelon & Rollkuchen   You are invited to join the
students of the Menno Simons Centre for a Watermelon
and Rollkuchen party Wednesday August 13

th
 at 6:00 pm

at the Centre.  Please bring the best of your
grandmother’s cooking to share with others and get to
know the summer students.  For more information please
call Cara or Thomas Bergen at 604-224-5202. 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://www.pgimf.org


Prayer Concern
As Garry Janzen leaves for a four-month
sabbatical from his position as BC
Conference Executive Minister, pray for Sven
Eriksson and Dave Friesen as they will be
taking over the pastoral care aspects of his
work.  Sven will be caring for the Vancouver
area churches and Dave to the Valley
churches - together they will also give
attention to the outlying congregations). 

Prayer concern
Although Mennonite Church
Canada does not have ministry
partners in Gaza, they have been
planning with Bethlehem Bible
College (BBC) to send Palmer
Becker (Waterloo North
Mennonite Church, Ont.) on a
short-term assignment to Gaza in
September, 2014 to teach a
course on pastoral care there. 
Given the uncertainties of the
current conflict, it is not certain
this assignment will go ahead. 

Yummy Yard Party!  On  behalf of your social committee , Erika would like to invite you to the Yummy
Yard Party August 17

th
 in her back yard right after church.  Bring your goodies and a lawn chair to sit on - 

liquids supplied.   7759 Hazelmere St. (off Canada Way) or 778-834-5065 for the 411. 

Wider Church
MCC   DONATIONS NEEDED FOR MCC FESTIVAL FOR WORLD RELIEF   MCC is in need of donated items for
the Festival for World Relief on September 12 and 13, to be sold at the auctions or the garage sale. Items
can be brought directly to the Abbotsford TRADEX in September, or earlier to the MCC warehouse on
Marshall Road.  Also needed is a person or group that is willing to coordinate the watermelon &
rollkuchen booth at the MCC Festival for World Relief.  For more information on either of these items,
contact Dora Hoeppner at 604-807-8734 or reliefsale@mccbc.com 

MCBC Aboriginal Neighbours    Brander MacDonald and
the MCBC Conference invites you to attend the Aboriginal
Neighbours gathering entitled Sharing our Stories,  being
a celebration and exploration of Indigenous and
Mennonite artistic traditions, including Edith Krause,
Harley & Sue Eagle, Yummo, Glenda Klassen & more. 
Event takes place August 21-24 in Chehalis at Sts’ailes
Lhawathet Lalem Retreat Centre, 4690 Salish Way,
Agassiz, BC.  Bring your bedding and toiletries and make
a weekend of it - all food provided!  Cost $200 ($245 after
July 30) or $125 ($154) if you return home each night.  All
welcome!  To register on-line, go to www.mcbc.com or by
phone at MCC-BC Abbotsford Office at 604-850-6639 or toll-free at 1-888-622-6337.  

Older Adult Summer Symposium    You are invited to revitalize your ministry to older adults at this
symposium and accompanying free public lecture at Carey Centre (5920 Iona Dr., Vancouver).  As churches
experience the ministry challenge of responding to an aging population, discerning how to plan and
resource church ministries to serve them becomes more important.  This workshop brings together
participates and coaches for consultation and encouragement through plenary sessions, discussion,
workshops and networking.  Pastors and church leaders, health professionals, and lay leaders will all find
value here.  Featuring keynote speakers Dr. Paul Pearce (Carey), Dr. Paul Stevens (Regent) and Rev. Fay
Puddicombe (Certified Retirement Coach - Baptist).  August 25

th
, 9:30 am – August 26

th
 @ 3:30 pm.  Cost

$95 (includes meals).  For more information, please see
www.carey-edu.ca/ai1ec_event/summer-symposium-carey-centre

AMBS Blog    Sara Wenger Shenk (President of AMBS, Elkhart)
writes in her blog:

The preacher talked about being “spiritually smug” in
the sermon and something went ping in my head...... 
Any one of us who professes strong convictions is
vulnerable to spiritual smuggery......   For my part, I
think Mennonites in general are afflicted with an
oversized case of spiritual smuggery. We’re Jesus’
favorites after all. We get Jesus like few others do.....  
Jesus has harsh words for spiritually smug persons.....

She professes her attraction to humble people and draws stark
contrast between some who profess love of Christ and others who
live it.  To read the blog entry in whole and to comment to the
author or others, go to
http://www.ambs.edu/publishing/2014/07/Spiritual-Smuggery.cfm

MEDA and “Solar Joe”    Those who have attended for many years may remember “Solar” Joe Froese
who spoke at PGIMF in 1993 about his dream of providing low-tech solar cookers to every poor
family that needed one around the world.  His cooker could be made by indigenous peoples with

mailto:reliefsale@mccbc.com
http://www.mcbc.com
http://www.carey-edu.ca/ai1ec_event/summer-symposium-carey-centre
http://www.ambs.edu/publishing/2014/07/Spiritual-Smuggery.cfm


materials found in their villages, save hours of searching for fuel, prevent denuded landscapes, and
reduce poor air quality from cooking daily meals over smoky fires through Africa, Asia and Latin
America.  Joe has been inventing and promoting products for more than 20 years, many of them in
Cuba where he met and married his wife Esperenza Gonzales.  His latest book, Marrying Cuba is
available from MennoMedia or Amazon, and you can read a review in the July/August issue of MEDA
Magazine The Marketplace or on-line at http://www.meda.org/current-issue-of-marketplace 

Psalm 18: 1-9; 43-50

To the leader.  A Psalm of David

1 I love you, O Lord, my strength.
2 The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my
    deliverer,
   my God, my rock in whom I take refuge,
   my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my
    stronghold.
3 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be
    praised;
   so I shall be saved from my enemies.

4 The cords of death encompassed me;
   the torrents of perdition assailed me;
5 the cords of Sheol entangled me;
   the snares of death confronted me.

6 In my distress I called upon the Lord;
   to my God I cried for help.
   From his temple he heard my voice,
   and my cry to him reached his ears.

7 Then the earth reeled and rocked;
   the foundations also of the mountains
    trembled
   and quaked, because he was angry.
8 Smoke went up from his nostrils,
   and devouring fire from his mouth;
   glowing coals flamed forth from him.

9 He bowed the heavens, and came down;
   thick darkness was under his feet.

[...]

43 You delivered me from strife with the peoples;
   you made me head of the nations;
   people whom I had not known served me.
44 As soon as they heard of me they obeyed me;
   foreigners came cringing to me.
45 Foreigners lost heart,
   and came trembling out of their strongholds.

46 The Lord lives! Blessed be my rock,
   and exalted be the God of my salvation,
47 the God who gave me vengeance
   and subdued peoples under me;
48 who delivered me from my enemies;
   indeed, you exalted me above my adversaries;
   you delivered me from the violent.

49 For this I will extol you, O Lord, among the
    nations,
   and sing praises to your name.
50 Great triumphs he gives to his king,
   and shows steadfast love to his anointed,
   to David and his descendants for ever.   [NRSV]

Psalm 102: 25-28

25 Long ago you laid the foundation of the earth,
   and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
26 They will perish, but you endure;
   they will all wear out like a garment.
   You change them like clothing, and they pass
   away; 

27  but you are the same, and your years have no
     end. 
28 The children of your servants shall live secure;
    their offspring shall be established in your
     presence.    [NRSV]

http://www.meda.org/current-issue-of-marketplace


Responsive Reading

Psalm 46
To the leader. Of the Korahites. According to Alamoth. A Song.

1 God is our refuge and strength,
   a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
   though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
3 though its waters roar and foam,
   though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

Selah

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
   the holy habitation of the Most High.
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
   God will help it when the morning dawns.
6 The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
   he utters his voice, the earth melts.
7 The Lord of hosts is with us;
   the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Selah

8 Come, behold the works of the Lord;
   see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
   he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.
10 ‘Be still, and know that I am God!
   I am exalted among the nations,
I am exalted in the earth.’
11 The Lord of hosts is with us;
   the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Selah

Wisdom Corner

"Negativity unites most people far more quickly than love. The ego moves
forward by contraction, self-protection, and refusal, by saying no. The soul,
however, does not proceed by contraction but by expansion. It moves
forward not by exclusion, but by inclusion and by saying yes. Jesus came
to reveal and resolve this central and essential problem. I consider it the
very meaning of the Risen Christ. There is really no other way to save us
from ourselves, and from each other, until we are saved from our need to
fear and hate".  - Richard Rohr


