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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our summer series on Women of the Bible continues this
week with a service led by Andre Pekovich; led in song by Veronica Dyck, Ruth Enns will accompany on the
piano, and Erna Friesen is your usher.    Later, we will hear from Henry Neufeld who will continue our summer
series on Women in the Bible with a message on Puah and Shiphrah based on Exodus 1.  Please join us for
coffee and fellowship in the lounge after the service.  Parents with small children, please note child-minding is
available on the second and last Sundays of each month.

Last Sunday   On July 30th, we were delighted to have Walter and Janet Bergen with us again, members from
our very earliest days 25 years ago.  Walter continued our summer series of talks on women in the bible by
recalling the stories about Hagar (Genesis 16 and 21).  Abraham obtained the slave girl he called "Hagar"
during one of his visit to Egypt.  Sarah and Abraham are portrayed as believing God's promise that they would
conceive a son, but as time passed, they took matters into their own hands by using Hagar the slave-girl as a
concubine [she is called "wife" in Genesis 16.3, but still referred to as "your slave-girl" three verses later;
concubines could be used as surrogate wombs and their children could be fully adopted if the master so
decided].  However, Hagar's success as a surrogate womb only made matters more difficult, for Hagar is not
portrayed as being loved or rewarded by either Abraham or Sarah, nor as loving in return.  She had merely
been a tool to be used for their purposes.  Hagar and Ishmael were unexpectedly expelled from the protection
and support of the camp--against all local customs and practices--and left to die, being somehow sustained by
God.  Walter portrayed Hagar's life as a story of sexual abuse, of treating a woman as an object rather than
someone to be respected, and of a woman being discarded when she was no longer useful to the 'real' family. 
How would the story have differed if either Abraham or Sarah had ever shown love to Hagar?  This sordid tale
shows "Father Abraham" and Sarah as spiritual and ethical failures before they finally developed into people of
faith.  Are there any Sarahs in our lives, any Abrahams who need to be guided, or any Hagars or Ishmaels
needing love and protection?  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
August 14 Lydia Crutwell Women of the Bible - Mary & Martha
August 21 Janice Kreider Women of the Bible - TBA
August 28 Jo White Women of the Bible - Mary/Lover (Song of Songs)
September 4 TBA Women of the Bible- Conclusion

Blog of the week  For those of you who remember
Rebecca (Sack) Mosley, she, her husband Paul, and sons
Oren and David, have been on a brief leave in north
America from their work as MCC representatives in
Burundi.  This blog is well written and photographed and
gives fascinating insights into cultures - our own and
others. Read it here at  http://pamosley.blogspot.com/ 

The Wider Church     
MB Mission   Andy & Carmen Owen recently moved from Chonburi to Chiang Mai to work with a Northern
community in Thailand. They praise God for the recent TRAC (MB Thailand Missionaries) gathering that drew
many people and ministries. Please pray for unity and vision among the MB national leaders and missionaries
there.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Anne, wife of Charles P, passed away
peacefully on Wednesday evening. Anne had
been ill for some time. Please remember
Charles and the family in your prayers. 

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pamosley.blogspot.com/


MCC-BC   Back to school with MCC! School kits are one of MCC's most requested items, enabling children
overseas to attend school where they would not otherwise be able to do so. Notebooks are often a challenging
item to find but now you can purchase notebooks (for MCC school kits only) for 25cents directly from the
MCC warehouse saving time, money and ensuring that MCC gets the correct notebooks for kits. For a
complete list of kit contents visit mcc.org/kits/school or call Dennis at the MCC warehouse toll free at 1-888-
622-6337 email (available from webmaster)

MCC-BC MCC is accepting donations to support its response to the drought and food crisis in East
Africa that has left about 11 million people in need of humanitarian assistance.  CIDA will match dollar for
dollar donations made to organizations like MCC given between July 6th and September 16th. Both short and
long-term projects are at risk.  You donations are most welcome to MCC , designated for East Africa Drought
Response and sent to MCC BC 31414 Marshall Road, Box 2038 Abbotsford, BC V2T 3T8. Or your can donate
online at donate.mcc.org or call toll free 1-888-622-6337. 

MB Mission    Presents a story heard about in the news.  You are now invited to hear the story of a life
transformed, and the power of God at work through the persecuted church in Central Asia.  MB Mission invites
your support and attendance on Wednesday, Aug 17, 7:30pm at Bethel Chinese Christian MB Church (3215
School Ave, Vancouver) to hear this testimony. For info call 604-859-6267.

Exodus 1:6 - 2:8

Then Joseph died, and all his brothers, and that6

whole generation. But the Israelites were fruitful and7

prolific; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong,
so that the land was filled with them.

 Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not8

9know Joseph. He said to his people, ‘Look, the
Israelite people are more numerous and more
powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with10

them, or they will increase and, in the event of war,
join our enemies and fight against us and escape from
the land.’ Therefore they set taskmasters over them11

to oppress them with forced labour. They built supply
cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the12

more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied
and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the
Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in13

imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives14

bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in
every kind of field labour. They were ruthless in all
the tasks that they imposed on them.

 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives,15

one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other
Puah, ‘When you act as midwives to the Hebrew16

women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy,
kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.’ But the17

midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of
Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live.

So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and18

said to them, ‘Why have you done this, and allowed
the boys to live?’ The midwives said to Pharaoh,19

‘Because the Hebrew women are not like the
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth
before the midwife comes to them.’ So God dealt20

well with the midwives; and the people multiplied
and became very strong. And because the midwives21

feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh22

commanded all his people, ‘Every boy that is born to
the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you
shall let every girl live.’ 

2Now a man from the house of Levi went and
married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and2

bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby,
she hid him for three months. When she could hide3

him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and
plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child
in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the
river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what4

would happen to him.

 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the5

river, while her attendants walked beside the river.
She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid
to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He6

was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be
one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. Then his7

sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get
you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the
child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’8

So the girl went and called the child’s mother.
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and9

nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So
the woman took the child and nursed it. When the10

child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s
daughter, and she took him as her son. She named
him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of
the water.’     [NRSV]

http://www.mds.mennonite.net/donate


Matthew 14:22-33

 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat22

and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed
the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds,23

he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, but by this time24

the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land,
for the wind was against them. And early in the25

morning he came walking towards them on the lake.
But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake,26

they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they
cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to27

them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’

 Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command28

me to come to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’29

So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed30

the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning
to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus31

immediately reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you
doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind32

ceased. 33And those in the boat worshipped him,
saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’     [NRSV]

A Responsive Reading from Psalm 85

One: Lord, you were favourable to your land;
All: You restored the fortunes of Jacob.
One: Once, you forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all their sin.
All: You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger.

One: Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your indignation towards us.
All: Will you be angry with us for ever? Will you prolong your anger to all generations?
One: Will you not revive us again, so that your people may rejoice in you?
All: Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.

One: Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
All: For he will speak peace to his people,
One: Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
All: That his glory may dwell in our land.

One: Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
All: righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
One: The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.
All: Righteousness goes before him, and makes a path for his steps.

Growth in the Christian life may well involve encouraging a greater conflict between the self
and wider society…. Christians should train their children to resist the authority of the state, not
in the name of “rights” as individuals, but because the “justice” of the state is to be judged
against God’s justice. 

- Stanley Hauerwas, from the book  “The Stanley Hauerwas
Reader”, in an essay entitled  “The Christian Life.” 


