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Please note that we record the response time after the sermon. You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully as you 
feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed. The response time will not be posted to the website. You are en-
couraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
                

PGIMF RECAP
Last Sunday, Connie Siedler (graduate student at Regent College and  former resident of The Menno 
Simons Centre) continued her series on  the seasons of life.  Earlier talks looked at “winter” and “sum-
mer”, following the idea expressed in Ecclesiastes 3, “For everything there  is a season”, and this talk 
focused on “summer”.  We are drawn to  summer’s long days, summer’s warmth, holidays, fresh fruits 
and  vegetables.  In our emotional lives we also experience our “seasons”,  including “summers” of light/
happiness, joy, and refreshment.  Part of  this is hopefully engendered by our belonging to the Kingdom 
of God, a kingdom we only need to receive and enter (though once there, plenty  of opportunities for 
work will arise, just as in summer).  People who  garden often enjoy sharing produce with others; the 
Kingdom asks that  we give to others from our abundance (“freely you have received,  
freely give”).  Summers also come with dangers--drought, floods--and  the “summers” of our lives can 
also experience danger.  When things  are going well, we tend to think less often of God, or consumer-
ism  robs from that which we ought to be sharing with others.  As we go  through life, we should learn 
to recognize and experience each of our  life’s “seasons”, seeing how each transforms us within the 
Kingdom.  [JEK]

   

Worship Leader: Veronica Dyck  
Speaker: Bruce Hiebert
Song Leader: Andre Pekovich
Pianist: Rosemary Bell
Usher: Erika Hannan  

UPCOMING SERVICES
August 19 Karl Brown TBA
August 26 Rosie Perera Biblical non-resistance -  
    an Anabaptist Perspective
September 02 Carl Friesen Lectionary Texts

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader:  A new day has begun. 
People: Hope wins!
Leader:  A fresh start is granted.
People:  Faith Wins!
Leader:  Today you have the oppurtunity to do 
something new.
People: Hope wins!

Leader: Christ is entering your life in a new way. 
People:  Faith Wins!
Leader:  Come, let us worship God, who is inviting 
us into life in a new way, a way. 
that transcends death, a way of hope and faith.
People:  Love Wins! Let us worship Christ, 
who overcame death to give us  new life!
Amen

http://rev-o-lution.org/2012/05/13/worship-resources-for-may-20-2012-ascension-sunday/
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Opening prayer

Holy God, we extol and honour you for who you are.
We praise you for your faithfulness and for your tender mercies that are renewed every 
morning.
We exalt you, Sovereign One, for every blessing of yesterday,
the gift of this day, and the promises of our tomorrows.
Grant us an enduring faith as we strive against oppression and despair. Endow us with 
contagious joy that uplifts the downtrodden and inspires hope in you.
Increase in us the faith and courage of the prophets, the love of Jesus, and the wisdom of 
the Holy Spirit.
In your majestic name we pray, Amen. 
http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/year-a/ace/epiphany-transfiguration.html 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Psalm 2

1 Why do the nations rage, 
And the people plot a vain thing?
2 The kings of the earth set themselves,
And the rulers take counsel together,
3 Against the Lord and against His Anointed,         
saying, “Let us break Their bonds in pieces
 And cast away Their cords from us.”
4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh;
The Lord shall hold them in derision.
5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath,
And distress them in His deep displeasure:
6 “Yet I have set My King On My holy hill 
 of Zion.”
7 “I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to  
Me,‘You are My Son, 

Today I have begotten You.
8 Ask of Me, and I will give You
The nations for Your inheritance,
And the ends of the earth for Your possession.
9 You shall break[a] them with a rod of iron;
You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s
vessel.’”
10 Now therefore, be wise, O kings;
Be instructed, you judges of the earth.
11 Serve the Lord with fear, And rejoice with     
trembling.
12  Kiss the Son,[b] lest [c] He be angry,
And you perish in the way,
When His wrath is kindled but a little.
Blessed are all those who put their trust
      in Him. [NRSV]
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Acts 1:1-12   Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the 
day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he 
had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs 
that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom 
of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 
For John baptized with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit.”

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?”

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own author-
ity. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 
white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 
sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 
have seen him go into heaven.”
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s 
walk[c] from the city. [NIV]

Luke 24:50-53 The Ascension of Jesus

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 
51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped 
him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising 
God. [NIV]

Mark 16:19-20 Jesus Has Risen

19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right 
hand of God. 20 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with 
them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it. [NIV]
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THE WIDER CHURCH
BC Response at Pines Bible Camp  The British Columbia Unit is working at the Pines Bible Camp, 
a  Mennonite Brethren Camp near Grand Forks, BC. A severe storm hit the  camp on July 20 and 
caused extensive tree and building damage. One  camper was killed when a tree fell on a cabin. MDS 
volunteers will work with the camp in the clean up phase and the BC Unit is assessing further poten-
tial involvement. Clean up work begins Aug. 13. Work will include removing fallen trees and debris 
and some chainsaw work. Volunteers would need to provide their own camping accommodations  
(tents, campers or RVs can be set up on the camp grounds), be billeted with local friends or drive in 
from nearby towns on a daily basis. Meals will be provided. Volunteers are asked to bring gloves and 
other safety gear. Because of site limitations, only ten volunteers per day will be needed. To volunteer, 
contact Richard Friesen, on-site clean up coordinator, richard@pinesbiblecamp.com.

September 8th: MCC Pedaling for Hope Cyclathon for all ages. Choose from
a 20 km or 40 km route and help raise funds to respond to the foodcrisis in the Sahel region of Africa. 
Get all the details at bc.mcc.org/ride

MCC Relief Sale  Auction items needed! MCC is looking for unique, quality items for both silent and 
live auctions at the MCC Festival for World Relief (relief sale) which will be held Sept 7&8 at the Ab-
botsford Tradex. Items can be brought to the MCC Material Resource Centre 31414 Marshall Road 
during office hours. For more information call 604 850 6639, toll free 1 888 622 6337 or visit bc.mcc.
org/auction-live

MCC  The Canadian pesnny is coming to an end. Wondering what to do with all your coins? Give 
them to MCC! Bring your rolled coins, cheques or cash to the MCC Festival for World Relief (Relief 
Sale) at the Tradex Exhibition Centre in Abbotsford on September 7 & 8. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Psalmfest is a festival of singing, celebrating the release of the new publication Psalms for All Seasons: 
A Complete Psalter for Worship. Together we will explore the full spectrum of singing the psalms cross-
ing boundaries of time and tradition. This event is FREE. Co-sponsored by Carey Institute and Calvin 
Institute for Christian Worship and is a part of Carey’s inaugural Summer School.

Psalmfest: An Evening of Singing the Psalms, August 15th
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Location: West Point Grey Baptist Church (4509 W 11 Ave)
Led by Dr. Edna Grenz & Tora Klassen
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