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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Herb
Reesor, J. Evan Kreider will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano and Rovin Karuna is your
usher. Later we will hear from Anne Scarrow, chaplain at Menno Court who will be speaking on the passage
from 2Chron 7:14 “If my people will humble themselves and pray...”. Sunday school is finished for the season,
and parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service. Please join us after
the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.   

Last Sunday   On August 6, 2006, Gordon Stewart spoke on themes found in John 21. John's final chapter tells
that heart-warming story of Jesus making breakfast for Peter and friends after their unsuccessful night of fishing.
His call “Cast your net on the other side”, and his invitation to them to bring some of the fish to breakfast,
highlighted their dependency, but maintained their dignity. Jesus models someone who identifies a need and
addresses it. But the story continues. After meeting Peter's needs (food, warm fire, lots of fish to sell), Jesus takes
him aside and confronts him, asking the penetrating question three times ("Do you love me"). Peter surely then
realized this mirrored his three denials of even knowing, let alone loving Jesus. But rather than rubbing it in,
Jesus was in fact offering full opportunity to Peter for healing through confession and reconciliation. Brokenness
before God (confronting the truth about ourselves) is the first step towards our being reconciled with God. In
spite of Peter's earlier public and crucial denials of Jesus, Jesus now challenges him to resume his role as leader
of the disciples, and the very personal commandment "feed my sheep" recalls an earlier dictum, "If you love me,
keep my commandments". These stories remind us that Jesus invites each of us to return to the warmth and
comfort of his breakfast by a charcoal fire, and that even in our apparent brokenness, God calls us to return and
relate to others in so far as we are able. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
August 20 - -
August 27 Janet Boldt -
September 3 Donna Stewart -
September 10 - Menno Simons Centre BBQ

����The Social Committee invites you to the annual PGIMF Picnic in the Park to be held today in Maple Grove
Park (Yew and 51st in the south-west corner).  Potluck picnic, but your own chairs, blankets and even tables are
always welcome. Cold drinks and watermelon will be provided. Bring games, and bathing suits for the children
are a great idea as the water park is still there (admission charged). Come one and all and bring friends!

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Coffee hour signup!  Our regular year for food groups having come to an end, we now rely on volunteers to
supply coffee during the summer season.  Many thanks to all those who have volunteered over the summer to
continue this important service.  

Food groups   New food groups are being formed for the upcoming year beginning in September.  If you would
like to lead a food group, or would like to make a change in your food group assignment, let Hannelore
Schowalter know.  Also , if you are new to the church and are not yet in a food group, or if you know someone
who is new, please inform Hannelore. 

Menno Simons Centre cleanup day!   Please come out on Saturday August 26th to put the final polish on the
centre!  Much work has been done this summer by some students and contractors, but it needs final touches,
especially in the bathrooms.  Coffee and goodies at 9:00 am, pizza lunch, and with luck, everything will be
finished in the early afternoon.

The Wider Church
Next to Handel's "Messiah", "Elijah" by Mendelssohn is the all-time-favorite among oratorios and indeed one of
the great masterpieces of all time. Conductor Frank Klassen is bringing together 9 exceptional soloists, the
Pacific Singers, and a number of selected singers from different choirs throughout Vancouver to perform "The
Elijah Project" Sunday, August 20th at 7pm at Canadian Memorial United Church 1806 15th Avenue in
Vancouver Tickets $20.00 / $15.00 Seniors and Students For tickets call 604-842-3237 or
www.penrhyn.ca/elproj_main.html

Shopping for Back to School items? Why not include the contents of an MCC School Kit when you buy your
children’s school supplies! MCC is in need of school kits for shipment to Jordan and Haiti. For a complete kit list
visit www.mcc.org/kits/school/ or contact our office at (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337 then deliver your kit to
your nearest MCC Thrift Shop, Ten Thousand Villages or our warehouse in Abbotsford.

MDS Purchases property in New Orleans

New Orleans, La. Aiding in the ongoing recovery process in the Gulf from the devastating hurricanes Katrina and Rita,
Mennonite Disaster Service is pleased to announce the purchase of property in New Orleans at 7520 Hayne Blvd.

MDS finds many reasons to be thankful for this acquisition.  Responding to the recovery effort includes, of necessity, the
clearing of homes. Debris, mud, mouldy items and a host of other things are removed to clear the way to prepare homes for
rebuilding.  Many people had their homes prepped in this fashion, and are continuing to wait for the completion of the
projects that are their homes.

MDS Gulf Coast Coordinator, Jerry Klassen said, ``We continue to receive calls from people whose homes have already been
worked on this past winter and are now calling and saying they are ready to move forward with their personal recovery. It's in
a number of levels that MDS is being called to come back and work.''

The need in New Orleans is so huge that it calls MDS to be faithful in responding to the best of its ability, even if the task at
hand looks impossible.

MDS looks on this property as a gift from God; as many as 15 properties, were looked at and discounted for a variety of
reasons. The property will help MDS to better assist and serve effectively the communities it is working in. The site was once
the office of a construction company, then a church. Due to its location and the fact that the structure is built to be ten feet off
the ground, it was not flooded or impacted by the hurricanes. Its proximity to the interstate makes the site invaluable in
hosting work of volunteers in even greater numbers.

With these needs, extensive and challenging as they are, this MDS site could well be a very long-term Mennonite response to
a city in need. MDS has project locations throughout the Guylf Coast responding to the 2005 hurricanes.
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2Chronicles 6:12-15, 19-39

12 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in
the presence of the whole assembly of Israel, and
spread out his hands. 13Solomon had made a bronze
platform five cubits long, five cubits wide, and three
cubits high, and had set it in the court; and he stood on
it. Then he knelt on his knees in the presence of the
whole assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands
towards heaven. 14He said, ‘O Lord, God of Israel,
there is no God like you, in heaven or on earth,
keeping covenant in steadfast love with your servants
who walk before you with all their heart— 15you who
have kept for your servant, my father David, what you
promised to him. Indeed, you promised with your
mouth and this day have fulfilled with your hand.
16Therefore, O Lord, God of Israel, keep for your
servant, my father David, that which you promised
him, saying, “There shall never fail you a successor
before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your
children keep to their way, to walk in my law as you
have walked before me.” 17Therefore, O Lord, God of
Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you
promised to your servant David.

18 ‘But will God indeed reside with mortals on earth?
Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain
you, how much less this house that I have built! 19Have
regard to your servant’s prayer and his plea, O Lord
my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your
servant prays to you. 20May your eyes be open day and
night towards this house, the place where you
promised to set your name, and may you heed the
prayer that your servant prays towards this place. 21And
hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel,
when they pray towards this place; may you hear from
heaven your dwelling-place; hear and forgive.

22 ‘If someone sins against another and is required to
take an oath and comes and swears before your altar in
this house, 23may you hear from heaven, and act, and
judge your servants, repaying the guilty by bringing
their conduct on their own head, and vindicating those
who are in the right by rewarding them in accordance
with their righteousness.

24 ‘When your people Israel, having sinned against
you, are defeated before an enemy but turn again to
you, confess your name, pray and plead with you in

this house, 25may you hear from heaven, and forgive
the sin of your people Israel, and bring them again to
the land that you gave to them and to their ancestors.

26 ‘When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because
they have sinned against you, and then they pray
towards this place, confess your name, and turn from
their sin, because you punish them, 27may you hear in
heaven, forgive the sin of your servants, your people
Israel, when you teach them the good way in which
they should walk; and send down rain upon your land,
which you have given to your people as an inheritance.

28 ‘If there is famine in the land, if there is plague,
blight, mildew, locust, or caterpillar; if their enemies
besiege them in any of the settlements of the lands;
whatever suffering, whatever sickness there is;
29whatever prayer, whatever plea from any individual
or from all your people Israel, all knowing their own
suffering and their own sorrows so that they stretch out
their hands towards this house; 30may you hear from
heaven your dwelling-place, forgive, and render to all
whose heart you know, according to all their ways, for
only you know the human heart. 31Thus may they fear
you and walk in your ways all the days that they live in
the land that you gave to our ancestors.

32 ‘Likewise when foreigners, who are not of your
people Israel, come from a distant land because of your
great name, and your mighty hand, and your
outstretched arm, when they come and pray towards
this house, 33may you hear from heaven your
dwelling-place, and do whatever the foreigners ask of
you, in order that all the peoples of the earth may
know your name and fear you, as do your people
Israel, and that they may know that your name has
been invoked on this house that I have built.

34 ‘If your people go out to battle against their enemies,
by whatever way you shall send them, and they pray to
you towards this city that you have chosen and the
house that I have built for your name, 35then hear from
heaven their prayer and their plea, and maintain their
cause.

36 ‘If they sin against you—for there is no one who
does not sin—and you are angry with them and give
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them to an enemy, so that they are carried away
captive to a land far or near; 37then if they come to
their senses in the land to which they have been taken
captive, and repent, and plead with you in the land of
their captivity, saying, “We have sinned, and have
done wrong; we have acted wickedly”; 38if they repent
with all their heart and soul in the land of their

captivity, to which they were taken captive, and pray
towards their land, which you gave to their ancestors,
the city that you have chosen, and the house that I have
built for your name, 39then hear from heaven your
dwelling-place their prayer and their pleas, maintain
their cause and forgive your people who have sinned
against you.      [NRSV]

2Chronicles 7:1-3, 11-16

1When Solomon had ended his prayer, fire came down
from heaven and consumed the burnt-offering and the
sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the temple.
2The priests could not enter the house of the Lord,
because the glory of the Lord filled the Lord’s house.
3When all the people of Israel saw the fire come down
and the glory of the Lord on the temple, they bowed
down on the pavement with their faces to the ground,
and worshipped and gave thanks to the Lord, saying,
‘For he is good,
   for his steadfast love endures for ever.’

_______________

11 Thus Solomon finished the house of the Lord and
the king’s house; all that Solomon had planned to do in
the house of the Lord and in his own house he
successfully accomplished.

12Then the Lord appeared to Solomon in the night and
said to him: ‘I have heard your prayer, and have
chosen this place for myself as a house of sacrifice.
13When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or
command the locust to devour the land, or send
pestilence among my people, 14if my people who are
called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my
face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear
from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their
land. 15Now my eyes will be open and my ears
attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. 16For
now I have chosen and consecrated this house so that
my name may be there for ever; my eyes and my heart
will be there for all time. 

[NRSV]

Ps 116:1-2

1I love the Lord, because he has heard
   my voice and my supplications.

2Because he inclined his ear to me,
   therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

[NRSV]

Ps 22:3-5

3Yet you are holy,
   enthroned on the praises of Israel.
4In you our ancestors trusted;

   they trusted, and you delivered them.
5To you they cried, and were saved;
   in you they trusted, and were not put to shame.

[NRSV]


