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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our summer series on Women of the Bible continues this
week with a service led by Veronica Dyck; led in song by Andre Pekovich, Titus Gregory will accompany on
the piano, and xxx is your usher.    Later, we will hear from Lydia Cruttwell who will continue our summer
series on Women in the Bible with a message on Mary and Martha entitled Hosting Jesus: The Welcome of
Mary and Martha.  Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge after the service.  Parents with small
children, please note child-minding is available on the second and last Sundays of each month.

Last Sunday   On August 7th, Henry Neufeld continued our summer's series on Women in the Bible by talking
on Puah and Shiphrah (who?)  As midwives to the Israelites in Egypt (Exodus 1.5-2.8), these gals were ordered
to control the Jewish population by killing all the newborn males.  While this bizzare strategy would hardly
have curtailed the population, it does follow the genre of story in which a powerful personality attempts to
stave off rivalry by killing off babies of the ruler's sex (e.g., Herod).  In this particular story, the baby Moses
was hidden in a special basket, rescued by one of Pharaoh's daughters, and nursed by his very own mother. 
Puah and Shiphrah defied national law, possibly committing the first act of civil disobedience recorded in
scripture [Jesus later broke the law by breaking the federal seal on his tomb when rising from death].  This civil
disobedience made the eventual Exodus possible.  These two women are still honoured by some Jews today. 
So this is a story about subversive women--Puah and Shiphrah, also a story about the subversive actions of the
mother of Moses and her daughter, to say nothing of Pharaoh's daughter.  Each of these women used 'creative
thinking', sometimes lying, in order to oppose unethical laws.  Thoreau once argued that Christians should not
allow governments to alter their consciences.  Where are the Puahs and Shiphrahs today?  For example, why
did none of our churches speak out against the war in the last election?  [JEK]

PGIMF News
August 21 Janice Kreider Women of the Bible - TBA
August 28 Jo White Women of the Bible - Mary/Lover (Song of Songs)
September 4 TBA Women of the Bible- Conclusion
September 11 TBA PGIMF Student Welcome BBQ

The Wider Church     
MB Mission  Frank & Esther Martens are serving worldwide with MB Mission on the member care team.
They provide support and encouragement to our missionary families. Pray that they would be increasingly
attentive to the Holy Spirit as they intercede on behalf of others. Also pray that their time and energy would be
used in the most effective way in their ministry assignment. 

MCC-BC  October 1: the Jake Redekop Memorial Golf Tournament will be held at the Chilliwack Golf and
Country Club, raising money for MCC. Registration is $125 and includes 18 holes of golf, a dinner, prizes and
a $50 donation to MCC. Those wishing to register should contact Donna Redekop © ontact info available from
webmaster)

MB Mission    Presents a story heard about in the news.  You are now invited to hear the story of a life
transformed, and the power of God at work through the persecuted church in Central Asia.  MB Mission invites
your support and attendance on Wednesday, Aug 17, 7:30pm at Bethel Chinese Christian MB Church (3215
School Ave, Vancouver) to hear this testimony. For info call 604-859-6267.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.mds.mennonite.net/donate


Luke 10:38-42

 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain38

village, where a woman named Martha welcomed
him into her home. She had a sister named Mary,39

who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was
saying. But Martha was distracted by her many40

tasks; so she came to him and asked, ‘Lord, do you

not care that my sister has left me to do all the work
by myself? Tell her then to help me.’ But the Lord41

answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and
distracted by many things; there is need of only one42

thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not
be taken away from her.’     [NRSV]

Isaiah 56:1-8

Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is1

right, for soon my salvation will come, and my
deliverance be revealed. Happy is the mortal who2

does this, the one who holds it fast, who keeps the
sabbath, not profaning it, and refrains from doing any
evil.

Do not let the foreigner joined to the Lord say, “The3

Lord will surely separate me from his people”; and do
not let the eunuch say, “I am just a dry tree.” For4

thus says the Lord: To the eunuchs who keep my
sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and
hold fast my covenant, I will give, in my house and5

within my walls, a monument and a name better than

sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting
name that shall not be cut off. And the foreigners6

who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him,
to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants,
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and
hold fast my covenant— these I will bring to my7

holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of
prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will
be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called
a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord8

God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather
others to them besides those already gathered.   
[NRSV]

Psalm 133

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live1

together in unity!

It is like the precious oil on the head, running down2

upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down

over the collar of his robes.

It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the3

mountains of Zion. For there the Lord ordained his
blessing, life forevermore.     [NRSV]

Romans 11:1-32

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no1

means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of
Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God2

has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do
you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how
he pleads with God against Israel? “Lord, they have3

killed your prophets, they have demolished your
altars; I alone am left, and they are seeking my life.”
But what is the divine reply to him? “I have kept for4

myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee
to Baal.” So too at the present time there is a5

remnant, chosen by grace. But if it is by grace, it is6

no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace
would no longer be grace. What then? Israel failed to7

obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but
the rest were hardened, as it is written, “God gave8

them a sluggish spirit, eyes that would not see and
ears that would not hear, down to this very day.”
And David says, “Let their table become a snare and9

a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for them;
let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see,10

and keep their backs forever bent.” So I ask, have11

they stumbled so as to fall? By no means! But
through their stumbling salvation has come to the
Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. Now if their12

stumbling means riches for the world, and if their
defeat means riches for Gentiles, how much more will
their full inclusion mean! Now I am speaking to you13



Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the
Gentiles, I glorify my ministry in order to make my14

own people jealous, and thus save some of them.
For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the15

world, what will their acceptance be but life from the
dead! If the part of the dough offered as first fruits is16

holy, then the whole batch is holy; and if the root is
holy, then the branches also are holy. But if some of17

the branches were broken off, and you, a wild olive
shoot, were grafted in their place to share the rich root
of the olive tree, do not boast over the branches. If18

you do boast, remember that it is not you that support
the root, but the root that supports you. You will19

say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be
grafted in.” That is true. They were broken off20

because of their unbelief, but you stand only through
faith. So do not become proud, but stand in awe. For21

if God did not spare the natural branches, perhaps he
will not spare you. Note then the kindness and the22

severity of God: severity toward those who have
fallen, but God’s kindness toward you, provided you
continue in his kindness; otherwise you also will be
cut off. And even those of Israel, if they do not23

persist in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the

power to graft them in again. For if you have been24

cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree and
grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree,
how much more will these natural branches be grafted
back into their own olive tree. So that you may not25

claim to be wiser than you are, brothers and sisters, I
want you to understand this mystery: a hardening has
come upon part of Israel, until the full number of the
Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be26

saved; as it is written, “Out of Zion will come the
Deliverer; he will banish ungodliness from Jacob.”

“And this is my covenant with them, when I take27

away their sins.” As regards the gospel they are28

enemies of God for your sake; but as regards election
they are beloved, for the sake of their ancestors; for29

the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just30

as you were once disobedient to God but have now
received mercy because of their disobedience, so31

they have now been disobedient in order that, by the
mercy shown to you, they too may now receive
mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience32

so that he may be merciful to all.    [NRSV]

Matthew 15:10-28

Then he called the crowd to him and said to them,10

“Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the11

mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out
of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples12

approached and said to him, “Do you know that the
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you
said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly13

Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them14

alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one
blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.”

But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.”15

Then he said, “Are you also still without16

understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes17

into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into
the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth18

proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For19

out of the heart come evil intentions, murder,
adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander.

These are what defile a person, but to eat with20

unwashed hands does not defile.”

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of21

Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from22

that region came out and started shouting, “Have
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her23

at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying,
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.”

He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of24

the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before25

him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is26

not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the
dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat27

the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then28

Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let
it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter
was healed instantly.    [NRSV]


