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August 15, 2004
Assumption Sunday

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Carmen
Dyck; Ruth Enns will both be leading us in song and accompanying on the piano. Later we will hear from
Veronica Dyck whose talk will be on “Fire & Dissension: Where did the Prince of Peace go?” from Luke 12:49-
56. This passage presents believers with a paradox -  in choosing an allegiance to God, individuals are led into
strife with one another, rather than peace.   Parents are encouraged to make their own arrangements for child-
minding this summer. Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday:   Charles Paris gave us a hurried history of the church, a theology of the saints as we understand it
today, and an invitation to visit his church to visually “see” saints.  Catholic churches have any number of altars
and windows of saints and church people as remembrances, aids to memory and veneration.  Charles says it is
human to remember those who preceded us, just like we have pictures in our homes of the ones we loved, or our
ancestors.  Remembrances populate scripture - the last twenty chapters of Isaiah are a remembrance. Yet saints
were not made by Rome, but by the people who said “He/she is a saint.”  It is only with the Catholic church’s
tremendous emphasis on legalism that a process for sanctification has come to the fore in the last couple of
centuries.  From the council of Nicaea it was given :”Only God is to be worshipped; the saints are to be
venerated, not worshipped,” But it has been difficult for the church to divorce itself from traffic in relics,
auguries and miracles, which has been popular since well before Christ. Ethics and piety had become divorced in
the 15th century church, and Reformers such as Luther, Zwingli, Simons and others who attempted to recover that
linkage by breaking with traditions, also lost the tradition of the saints. The Catholic church has changed its ways
- through the Council of Trent and later Vatican II, the church is once again in a position to share its knowledge
and benefit from the experience of others.  Reformers however have remained largely immune to rapprochement,
so despite Luther’s famous quote: “Mary is the foremost example of the unmerited grace of God”, there is still no
tradition of saintly veneration in Protestant churches. With their emphasis on evangelism, reformers could learn
from the tradition of Mary - who, as told in the Luke 2, heard the Word, accepted the Word and then went out
and told her cousin - thus becoming the first disciple of Jesus.  Charles spoke of saints as intercessors, grateful
for the diversity of people God has raised up to help us in our times of need.  In Charles’ church (Our Lady of
Perpetual Help), you will find a window of Elizabeth Seaton who is not yet a saint, but the founder of an order of
nuns in the 1840s that made possible the school, the convent and many projects in this area of Point Grey;  John
XXIII; Mother Teresa; John Newman; Jean Vanier; and more throughout the sanctuary with candles lit in front of
them.  They are icons, but they are part and parcel of our lives.  To end, “Let the faithful be taught that the
authentic cult of the saints consist not so much in the multiplying of external acts, but rather in the intensity of
our active love.”

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658. We will
begin on #426.

Upcoming speakers
August 22 Paul Wartman (CBC)
August 29 Paul Thiessen Communion
September 5 Mark Greenstreet Labour Day
September 12 Wayne Bremner (MCC-BC)
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Please see the bulletin board in the hall for an entertaining e-mail from Angela Ekkert who is teaching ESL in
South Korea.

����Cleanup day   Once again the staff of the Menno Simons Centre invite all who attend PGIMF to come out to
the summer-end clean up day on Saturday, August 28. Kris and Kathryn will be inviting the students to join us
for cleanup. We had a great turnout of students in spring, and the church members were surprised at how much
easier the work was. Muffins and coffee will be available starting at 9am and pizza lunch at noon.

The Wider Church
MBMSI    PRAISE THE LORD! Baudouin and Marie-Brigette Nsulunka, MBMS International missionaries
from Congo to South Africa, have at long last received their missionary visas to now live and work in the area of
Durban. Please give thanks and hold them up in prayer as they begin their new ministry working with youth and
young adults.

MCC prepares major aid response for displaced Sudanese

Abbotsford, BC - Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) is preparing $6.1 million aid package for victims of violence in
western and central Sudan. Together with its partner, the Sudan Council of Churches, MCC is providing food, blankets,
survival supplies, school kits, shelters and other aid.

An MCC assessment team travelled to the region in late July. They found tens of thousands of people without adequate
food or shelter when they visited four camps of displaced people in the Darfur region of western Sudan.

The UN estimates that attacks by roving militias have killed 50,000 civilians and displaced more than a million others.
The most significant aspect of MCC's response is a 4,500 metric tonne food
shipment, worth $4.5 million, which will be sent to Sudan via the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.

In addition, MCC is appealing to its supporters for single-bed, lightweight blankets as well as schools kits, which will be
distributed in Darfur. MCC BC's goal is to gather 2000 blankets by mid-October. MCC is also appealing for $700,000 in
cash donations, which will be used towards the local purchase of survival supplies and durable shelters, and trauma
training for school teachers.

MCC has already committed $173,000 towards the purchase of milk powder, food and other relief supplies for Sudanese
refugees and other displaced persons in Chad.

Donations towards this relief effort can be made out to MCC BC and designated for "Sudan Emergency Assistance." to
MCC BC Box 2038, Abbotsford, BC V2T 3T8. You can also make a donation using your credit card when you call
(604) 850 6639 or when you visit: www.mcc.org/sudan   Contact: Laura Loewen, Executive Director, MCC BC (604)
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MCC Festival and Relief Sale   Good food, great entertainment, fun games, treasures to buy or bid on –– all of
these await you when you join us at the annual MCC Festival at the Abbotsford Tradex this September 17-18.
And as you enjoy yourself, you’ll be supporting Generations at Risk: MCC’s multi-million dollar project to
support people living with HIV/AIDS all over the world. The MCC Festival will support projects like Christian
prevention programs and youth centre in Botswana, AIDS support programs in Cambodia, an orphanage for
babies born to HIV-positive mothers in Russia, and church-sponsored education and prevention programs in
Zimbabwe and more.  For more information, see the handout in the hall, or go online to
http://www.mcc.org/bc/festivals/index.html.

Jeremiah 23:23-29

23Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God
far off? 24Who can hide in secret places so that I
cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven
and earth? says the LORD. 25I have heard what the
prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name,
saying, "I have dreamed, I have dreamed!" 26How
long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back – 
those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit
of their own heart? 27They plan to make my people

forget my name by their dreams that they tell one
another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for
Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream,
but let the one who has my word speak my word
faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat?
says the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, says the
LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

NRSV

Hebrews 12:1-14

12  Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight
and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for
the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at
the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him
who endured such hostility against himself from
sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. 

4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted
to the point of shedding your blood. 5And you have
forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as
children—— ‘‘My child, do not regard lightly the
discipline of the Lord, or lose heart when you are
punished by him; 6for the Lord disciplines those whom
he loves, and chastises every child whom he accepts.’’
7Endure trials for the sake of discipline. God is treating

you as children; for what child is there whom a parent
does not discipline? 8If you do not have that discipline
in which all children share, then you are illegitimate
and not his children. 9Moreover, we had human parents
to discipline us, and we respected them. Should we not
be even more willing to be subject to the Father of
spirits and live? 10For they disciplined us for a short
time as seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for
our good, in order that we may share his holiness.
11Now, discipline always seems painful rather than
pleasant at the time, but later it yields the peaceful fruit
of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
12Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen
your weak knees, 13and make straight paths for your
feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint,
but rather be healed. 14Pursue peace with everyone,
and the holiness without which no one will see the
Lord.
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Luke 12:49-56

49‘‘I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it
were already kindled! 50I have a baptism with which to
be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is
completed! 51Do you think that I have come to bring
peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!
52From now on five in one household will be divided,
three against two and two against three; 53they will be
divided: father against son and son against father,
mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and

daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’’ 

4 He also said to the crowds, ‘When you see a cloud
rising in the west, you immediately say, “It is going to
rain”; and so it happens. 55And when you see the south
wind blowing, you say, “There will be scorching
heat”; and it happens. 56You hypocrites! You know
how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but
why do you not know how to interpret the present
time?

NRSV


