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Today: Welcome to our worship service. Today’s service is led by Paul Thiessen, with singing led by Andrea 
Siemens and Cynthia Friesen accompanying on the piano.  Mark Greenstreet will be speaking to us on “The 
Plagues ” (from Exodus7-10). Please feel free to remain with us after the service for coffee and fellowship in 
the dining area. 
 
Last Sunday: Janet Boldt contrasted the response of the Jews in Chapter 4 the previous week “They believed, 
they bowed down, and they worshipped.” with the very different tone taken by Pharoah, and later the 
Israelites in the midst of their exodus travail.  She pointed out several expressions of disbelief or disrespect. 
Pharoah’s question “Who is this Lord that I should worship him?”among the first, is later answered by God 
with plagues, but God’s intended answer is that all should know God’s sovreignity , desire to be known, and 
concern for Israel’s suffering. The Israelites ask the next question “Lord, why have you brought trouble upon 
this people?”, and so we also ask, why does God take so long to rescue?  Why destroy another people to do it? 
Believing opens us up to disappointment.  Yet God continually liberated Israel with the words spoken every 
Seder “Next year in Jerusalem....” The puzzle of the geneology in the middle of the action in chapter 5 is 
neatly answered by Janet by illustration of African practice, in times of crisis, to remind us of the struggles of 
our ancestors who sought the same things we do - to have God hear people in despair, and “to protect us from 
the Egypt[s] of  [our] own making.” (Joyce Rupp) [AP]  
 
Sharing and Concerns from last Sunday: Shana and Chris Bystrom (visiting from Ontario) give thanks for 
Charlotte’s homecoming, and ask prayer for Chris’s upcoming articling interviews.  Eric Hannan is being 
considered for the position of Choir Director of the Vancouver Cantata Singers. Bob Delamar and Stacy Folk 
for continued prayers for the rough start they’ve had this summer as Residence Coordinators. Herb survived 
his children and grandchildren’s visit.  Darryl Epp for a safe journey while visiting from St.Louis. 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Please feel free to join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 
to 658.  We began and finished last week with #62.  Perhaps we should try it again - the sopranos were not the 
only unprepared ones. 
 
The Annual PGIMF “Picnic in the Park” was held last Sunday after the service in Maple Grove Park.  
Attendance was fairly good, as was the weather, and fun was had by all. 
 
Latest promise on the Patio project: Monday, the roof will be put on, the rest of the week will see the 
remaining glass and other details.  The week of August 26 will see flooring, heating and interior doors 
installed, to be ready for cleanup day on August 31.  Your prayers may help - nothing else has worked. 
 
We continue to evaluate the security of the Menno Simons Centre.  This may result in changes to windows 
and doors, which may include bars.  Your comments and assistance are welcome. 
 
For sale: Stroller/car seat, Bumper Jumper, Bath seat, baby change pad, roller blades (size 8.) See Tena or 
Henry. 946-3961.  
 
Fall Cleanup at the Menno Simons Centre.  August 31 is the day.  Bring your cleaning clothes and polish the 
kitchen to a high shine! There may be some grounds work to do as well. Pizza lunch is provided. See Andre 
or Bob or Stacy with your suggestions.  
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Upcoming speakers 
August 25 Janice Kreider  Ex. 11-12 “Preparation for Flight” 
September 1 J. Evan Kreider    16th Anniversary of PGIMF (Communion) 
September 8 Mark Greenstreet Romans 1 “Why and What We Believe” 
September 15 Sue Dudoward  Ex. 15-17 “God Provides” 
 
The Wider Church 
 
MBMS prayer concerns: Teaching in Thailand. Ricky and Karen Sanchez are MBMS International 
missionaries in Thailand. They ask for prayer as they teach English in various places with hopes of 
relationships being formed and student’s hearts to be opened to Jesus. Pray especially for Karen, 7 months 
pregnant with their fourth child. 
 
Christian Peacemaker Teams has learned of a credible threat to kill one of its members in Columbia as an 
example to those who support the poor in their efforts to find peace and security in that war-torn land.  They 
request prayer and action to support CPT in its mission.  They further ask the following prayer be included in 
the bulletin.”God of life and author of peace, we are reminded of the violence in the world, specifically in Colombia, and the ever-
present threat of intimidation and death. We pray for peace. We pray for an end to the violence and for non-violent, creative, 
courageous solutions. We pray for the many Colombian civilians who weep for loved ones murdered during 50 years of war. “ 

“So we are reminded of many in the Colombian church and many others who take courageous stands for justice and peace, including 
the members of Christian Peacemaker Teams. We acknowledge the courageous work of Scott Kerr, Carol Spring, Charles Spring, Lisa 
Martens, William Payne, Matt Schaaf today. As their witness for peace, their stand for justice becomes ever more poignant, even 
finding hostile opposition, we entrust their presence, their witness, their lives to your care and protection. We pray for their safety, for 
wisdom in difficulty, and we pray that the love they represent might bring transformation and lasting peace.” 

“We also pray that as a supporting church we be faithful to your call of peace. That as Christian peacemakers in Canada, we pray and 
act, even taking risks for peace, never forgetting but always upholding our brothers and sisters in Colombia and around the world who 
suffer injustice. May we renew our own commitment to Christ's way of peace. Amen.” 

For action to take and/or a copy of the e-mail from MC Canada, contact Andre or Karen at info@pgimf.org 

 

Join an MCC Learning Tour to Columbia October 13-30 this fall to expand your horizons of peace and justice 
in Columbia.  For more information, see the bulletin board or call Elsie Wiebe at 604-857-0011. 

 
Preliminary polling in the Valley suggests that cappucinos would be in great demand at the Relief Sale. The 
sale committee has eliminated all but one free coffee refills with purchase of a mug this year. Contact 
Hannelore Schowalter at 879-0007 for information on changes to the sale or to help. 
 
A copy of “World of Witness: From Across the Street to Around the World” by Mennonite Church Canada is 
now available.  This is a complete collection of missionaries/services.  If you would like a copy, please see 
Annie Funk. 
                                                                                                                                                                          

Responsive Reading 
 

Then Israel entered Egypt; Jacob lived as an alien in the land of Ham.   The Lord made his people very 
fruitful; he made them too numerous for their foes,  whose hearts he turned to hate his people, to conspire 

against his servants.   


