
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Summer Coffee Service
Boy, we love coffee and tea
after the service! The list is
at the back of the church. 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

August 18th, 2013
Michael Thomas - Ghana: Global Christian Diversity

Worship leader: Karl Brown Song Leader: Veronica Dyck
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday   On August 11th, Dave Diewert (Regent College)
spoke on the story of feeding the 5,000 (Mark 6), which recalls
parallel themes with the story in Exodus of feeding many thousands
in the wilderness.  Jesus, recalling Ezekiel,  often spoke of political
and religious leaders as shepherds who neglected their sheep. 
Throughout the Gospel of Mark, Jesus speaks of people being
abused by power, being hungry for justice, and of Jesus wanting to 'feed' them/satisfy their
needs.  In this story, various solutions were proposed:  (1) the disciples advocated
individualism, tantamount to the survival of the fittest in which people fend for themselves (go
and buy their own food); (2) Jesus asked the disciples to purchase food for everybody (charity,
handouts, one-time solution) and this was thought impractical.  Finally (3) Jesus asked
everybody to share with each other (the economics of mutuality).  The real miracle in this story
is that God was on the side of those society was hurting (the peasant Galileans were being
even more severely taxed at that time than previously, while the middle and upper classes in
Jerusalem were protected).  Herod, Pilate, and the Temple officials (appointed by Rome's
appointees) depended on the peasants in Galilee being poor/powerless and financially
oppressed.  Leaders therefore feared Jesus's and John the Baptist's work with the poor, just like
some have feared the Arab Spring, Vancouver's downtown demonstrations, and calls for a
more equitable world. [JEK]

PGIMF News
August 25th Veronica Dyck Standing Up Straight: The Woman Who

Danced Again
September 1st Janice Kreider PGIMF 27th Anniversary
September 8th J. Evan Kreider Go In Peace / Welcome Potluck BBQ
September 15th Henry Neufled Lectionary readings

Dinner & Fellowship    About 25 people from PGIMF and the Menno Simons Centre jointly
celebrated Michael Thomas’s return to Vancouver at a dinner event at the Centre on
Wednesday August 14th.  Michael’s talk, Thoroughly African, thoroughly Christian: Theological
Education at the ACI was part travelogue, part politico-cultural exploration of a wholly African
Christian educational institution in Ghana.  Many thanks to all who brought food and especially
to Kevin Hiebert who MC’d the evening.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


( PGIMF Summer Potluck at Erika Hannan’s August 25th after church.  All welcome!

Regent College has, on hits home page, links to the new audio website offering free
downloads (as well as paid product) of recent talks, videos, and blogs.  A relevant one, in light
of the recent talk by Dave Diewert, is this one on Capitalism, Religion and the Economics of the
Biblical Jubilee by Paul Williams from his longer article. You can read it on-line at Cardus (for-
pay article linked to Regent College’s website) - go to
www.cardus.ca/comment/article/3995/capitalism-religion-and-the-economics-of-the-biblical-jubilee/   

Truth and Reconciliation Commission comes to Vancouver September 17-22.  MCC,
together with Mennonite churches, invites you to be part of the many events going on in the
lead up to the TRC, including a canoe gathering, a walk for reconciliation and much more. To
view a video about BC Mennonite leaders attending the TRC in Montreal and to learn how you
can be involved http://bc.mcc.org/whatwedo/TRC 

MCC   Quilt Show and Demonstrations take place August 26-31 at the Clearbrook Public
Library, 32320 George Ferguson Way, Abbotsford. Preview the quilts that will be up for auction
at the MCC Festival for World Relief in September and watch the quilters at their craft. For
more information visit http://bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/quilt-shows-auction 

Ephesians 2:11-22

11 So then, remember that at one time you
Gentiles by birth, called ‘the uncircumcision’
by those who are called ‘the circumcision’—a
physical circumcision made in the flesh by
human hands— 12remember that you were at
that time without Christ, being aliens from
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to
the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. 13But now in
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ.
14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made
both groups into one and has broken down
the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between
us. 15He has abolished the law with its
commandments and ordinances, so that he
might create in himself one new humanity in

place of the two, thus making peace, 16and
might reconcile both groups to God in one
body through the cross, thus putting to death
that hostility through it. 17So he came and
proclaimed peace to you who were far off
and peace to those who were near; 18for
through him both of us have access in one
Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are
citizens with the saints and also members of
the household of God, 20built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In
him the whole structure is joined together
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in
whom you also are built together spiritually
into a dwelling-place for God.     [NRSV]

http://bc.mcc.org/whatwedo/TRC
http://bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/quilt-shows-auction


1 Corinthians 12

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and
sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.
2You know that when you were pagans, you
were enticed and led astray to idols that
could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to
understand that no one speaking by the Spirit
of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no
one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy
Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the
same Spirit; 

5and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; 6and there are
varieties of activities, but it is the same God
who activates all of them in everyone. 7To
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good. 8To one is given
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom,
and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing
by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various
kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. 11All these are
activated by one and the same Spirit, who
allots to each one individually just as the
Spirit chooses.

12 For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink
of one Spirit.

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one
member but of many. 15If the foot were to say,
‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to
the body’, that would not make it any less a

part of the body. 16And if the ear were to say,
‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to
the body’, that would not make it any less a
part of the body. 17If the whole body were an
eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole
body were hearing, where would the sense of
smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the
members in the body, each one of them, as
he chose. 19If all were a single member, where
would the body be? 20As it is, there are many
members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say
to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again
the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’
22On the contrary, the members of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable,
23and those members of the body that we
think less honourable we clothe with greater
honour, and our less respectable members
are treated with greater respect; 24whereas
our more respectable members do not need
this. But God has so arranged the body,
giving the greater honour to the inferior
member, 25that there may be no dissension
within the body, but the members may have
the same care for one another. 26If one
member suffers, all suffer together with it; if
one member is honoured, all rejoice together
with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it. 28And God has
appointed in the church first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power,
then gifts of healing, forms of assistance,
forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues.
29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all
possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in
tongues? Do all interpret? 31But strive for the
greater gifts. And I will show you a still more
excellent way.    [NRSV]


