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Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Henry
Hildebrand and Eric Hannan will be leading us in song. Later we will hear from Paul Wartman, President of
Columbia Bible College whose talk will be on the parables from Matthew.  Parents are encouraged to make their
own arrangements for child-minding this summer. Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday:   Last Sunday Veronica Dyck spoke on the Lectionary text,  Luke 12:49-56, using the title, "Fire
and Dissension: Where did the Prince of Peace go?" Luke 12, a collection of sayings concerning discipleship,
concludes with a difficult talk which includes three images: the image of fire when possibly referring to the end
times (in scripture, fire can be a metaphor for such things as judgement, refining, purifying), the image of baptism
(sometimes a metaphor for the presence of God, for sacrifices, and even for Jesus’’ suffering and death), and the
image of serious families being seriously divided in opinion. This division of families (parents against children,
children against parents——for Christ’’s sake) presents a rather different vision for the world than that with
which Luke began his gospel when the angels proclaimed "Peace on earth". Today’s families can have serious
divisions and yet survive economically because the extended family is now less interdependent, but in the ancient
world family clans either had to stick together or risk survival (e.g., the care of parents). After presenting the
three images, Jesus chided people for eagerly searching for signs which predict the weather (important for an
agrarian economy) but societal signs which foretell societal breakdown, if not the end times. We look for our
economic signs (the stock market, how politics might affect our economic situation) rather than looking into
society to see signs of judgement, baptism and division. Division is of course present today, and would be far
more visible if we were ever to speak openly about crucial issues. Veronica noted that the call to discipleship
calls us to be different from other people, and this will invariably lead to division, judgement and baptism. [JEK] 

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
August 29 Paul Thiessen Communion
September 5 Mark Greenstreet Labour Day
September 12 Wayne Bremner (MCC-BC)
September 19 Peter Nosco The Road to Emmaus

Cleanup day   Once again the staff of the Menno Simons Centre invite all who attend PGIMF to come out to the
summer-end clean up day on Saturday, August 28. Kris and Kathryn will be inviting the students to join us for
cleanup. We had a great turnout of students in spring, and the church members were surprised at how much easier
the work was. There is still some outside work for those of you who like pruning and sawing. Muffins and coffee
will be available starting at 9am and pizza lunch at noon.

The Wider Church
MBMSI   PRAYER FOR PANAMA. Please pray today for Einer and Girlesa Zuluaga, MBMS International
workers from Colombia to Panama. They are working with the Embera and Wounan indigenous people groups,
doing church leadership development. Ask God this week to show them some special favor.

August 23-30: MCC Quilt Show and Demonstrations at the Clearbrook Public Library (32320 George Ferguson
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On behalf of MCC Supportive Care Services (MCC SCS), I am excited to inform you about an upcoming
concert featuring the West Coast Mennonite Chamber Choir. This choir has recently completed recording their
13th CD, By Light Indwelled. As with the other 12, this recording will be sold by MCC SCS as a fundraiser.
The choir will be performing on Saturday, September 11, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. at Christ Church Cathedral, 690
Burrard Street, Vancouver BC. Admission is $10.00 per person, at the door.

MCC SCS is involved in the ministry of supporting people who have disabilities. Artists involved in the
recording have donated both their time and talents to MCC SCS, so that net funds raised through sales go
directly towards support services for people who have disabilities and those struggling with mental illness.
MCC SCS is privileged to experience the convergence of the arts and service to the community.

Way and Tretheway). Come and get a sneak preview of some of the quilts that will be auctioned at this year’s
MCC Abbotsford Festival. For more information visit http://www.mcc.org/bc/festivals/Quilting.html   or call Val
at (604) 850 6639. 

The MCC BC Festival and Relief Sale is in need of 2 freezers and 5 fridges –– either as a donation or to be
borrowed for the duration of the event (September 17&18.) Volunteers are also needed for set-up before the
event and take-down afterwards. If you are able to help, please contact Dora at (604) 850 6639. For details about
the Festival visit www.mcc.org/bc/festivals 

PGIMF 18th Anniversary Celebration

John and Erna Friesen are planning the 18th anniversary celebration of our church on Sept. 26, 2004. A potluck is
being planned after the service.  The theme of this year's celebration is gratitude. 

“We are grateful to God for the 18 years that this church has been a community of service and worship. We are a
community of faith with human limitations and frailities. But despite this, we have traveled these 18 years with
gratitude and cheerfulness. " Our past life has been brim-full of God's goodness and our sins are covered by the
forgiving love of Christ crucified."(Bonhoeffer). We wish to celebrate with gratitude God's grace in the life of
this church.We wish to make this a participatory worship service. We invite you to consider making a few
comments on the theme of gratitude for the 18 year journey of this community of faith. These comments can be
framed in many forms such as personal statements, artwork, symbols of appreciation, musical renditions, etc. etc..
Your creativity and imagination is welcome.”

Please inform Erna or John of your willingness to participate in the service by responding to this e-mail before
September 10. An order of service will then be prepared with suitable readings and songs and a short devotional
by Walter Bergen our former member, intern and Menno Simons Center coordinator.  We look forward to
hearing from you regarding your willingness to make a contribution to the service.       John & Erna

Canadian Mennonite is seeking a full-time Managing Editor for Jan. 1, 2005. This position includes editing and
overseeing production of each issue. Please send a resume and two news-writing samples by Oct. 22 to Canadian
Mennonite, 490 Dutton Dr., Unit C5, Waterloo, ON N2L 6H7. For more info, call (519) 884-3810, ext. 223.
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The Internationally acclaimed AFRICAN CHILDREN'S CHOIR invites your congregation to a very special
concert. Presented by Mission Ministerial, these delightful performers will be at Cedar Valley Mennonite
Church on Sunday, August 29th at 6:30 pm.  The AFRICAN CHILDREN'S CHOIR is a group of 26
children, ages 5 through 12 selected from those most needy in Africa. Audiences are treated to a wide
variety of songs accompanied by drums and ethnic instrumentation, including well-loved children's songs,
gospel melodies and lively spirituals.
There is no admission charge and tickets are not required. A free-will offering will be taken and given to
Music For Life where every effort is made to see that 80% of all funds received are channeled directly into
child relief efforts. Following the concert, various CD's, tapes and choir related materials are offered for a
suggested donation as well. Proceeds for these help to support the choir tour costs.

Cedar Valley Mennonite Church       tel: (604) 826-2445
32840 Janzen Ave.Mission, BC V2V 2T5 

The Canadian MB Conference has developed a great way for you to communicate with fellow MBs across the
nation:  MB Forum: A meeting of Mennonite Brethren minds. http://www.mbforum.ca  The forum is open to
everyone but is tailored especially for Mennonite Brethren in Canada. It's a place for people to meet others,
debate hot issues, and have fun! The MB Forum is divided into several topics which talk about MB distinctives,
basic Christianity, current events, entertainment, children's ministry, and much more. Dawn Taylor, MB Forum
Moderatorhttp://www.mbforum.ca

Matthew 13: 31-2

The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast 

31He told them another parable: "The kingdom of
heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took
and planted in his field. 32Though it is the smallest 

of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the
largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and perch in its
branches." 

Matthew 13: 31-2

The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl 

44"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in
his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
45"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
looking for fine pearls. 46When he found one of great
value, he went away and sold everything he had and

bought it. 

The Parable of the Net 

47"Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that
was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish.
48When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the
shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish
in baskets, but threw the bad away.


