
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Fall Food Groups! 
Thanks to all the willing
hands who provided
coffee and goodies
throughout the summer
for our after-church
fellowship.  Fall Food
Groups begin next
Sunday - you will find
food group lists in your
mailboxes at the back. 
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Worship leader: Henry Neufeld Song Leader: Andre Pekovich
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Last Sunday   On August 18th, Michael Thomas (former "Menno" resident
and faithful participant at PGIMF) reviewed Paul's metaphors (1 Cor. 12 and
Eph. 2) in which all members of the body are important.  Michael recently
studied how and what seminarians in Ghana learn about Christianity and
some of the ways they view scriptures and faith. (1) Westerners do not
bother with wide swaths of the bible dealing with evil spirits, genealogies,
healings, visi ons and the like, but African Christians are familiar with these
worlds; therefore the bible is very much their book--all of it, especially the
Old Testament.  (2)  African Christians understand the spirit realms (casting
out spirits, etc.) far better than Westerners; the spirit world is just a real to
well-educated Africans as is the physical world.  (3)  Believing that the
foundation of all things is God, Africans do not separate the sacred from the
secular as we do; "theology" (the study of God) encompasses everything in
life.  (4)  Westerners have emphasized individualism in our ethics and
increasingly in our churches, but African Christians believe that the well being of the group takes
precedence over individualism.  One person even commented that democracy is undercutting
Christianity in the West, watering it down (letting untrained people have a significant say in what the
church should teach).  Western Christianity appears to have the upper hand because of its vast financial
wealth and long history of thinking, but there is so much that we can learn from the African "parts of
Christ's body".  [JEK]

PGIMF News
September 1st Janice Kreider PGIMF 27th Anniversary
September 8th J. Evan Kreider Go In Peace / Welcome Potluck BBQ
September 15th Henry Neufeld Lectionary readings
September 22nd Tony Tremblett TBA

( PGIMF Summer Potluck at Erika’s on August 25th after church.  Bring your favourite dish to
share with others, and plates, cutlery and lawn chairs as well.  All welcome!  7759 Hazelmere
St., Burnaby ( off Canada Way between Imperial and Burris) 

Wider Church  
Penny Power   Last year of the penny! Collect your pennies for MCC’s Burundi water projects!

CCMBC AGM    The Canadian Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches will hold its AGM this year in
Edmonton, on Wed-Fri October 16-18.  Plenary sessions will focus on studies in human sexuality with
John Stackhouse, James Penner and Pierre Gilbert. See http://studyconference.mennonitebrethren.ca/
for more information or to register. 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://studyconference.mennonitebrethren.ca/


Truth and Reconciliation Commission comes to Vancouver September 17-22.  MCC, together with
Mennonite churches, invites you to be part of the many events going on in the lead up to the TRC,
including a canoe gathering, a walk for reconciliation and much more. To view a video about BC
Mennonite leaders attending the TRC in Montreal and to learn how you can be involved
http://bc.mcc.org/whatwedo/TRC 

TRC Needs:    Jodi Spargur of the Granview Calvary Baptist Church (east Vancouver) is offering 3 vans
as shuttle bus service to take First Nations survivors of Indian Residential Schools to the Truth &
Reconciliation Commission in Vancouver Sept 17-22, 2013. They are looking for donations or gas cards.
Please contact e-mail address available from webmaster).

MCC   Quilt Show and Demonstrations take place August 26-31 at the Clearbrook Public Library, 32320
George Ferguson Way, Abbotsford. Preview the quilts that will be up for auction at the MCC Festival for
World Relief in September and watch the quilters at their craft. For more information visit
http://bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/quilt-shows-auction 

MCC Festival for World Relief is looking for volunteers in the FOOD area. The Ice Cream booth needs
volunteers on Friday Sept 6th from 4:00-9:00. The Watermelon and Rollkuchen booth needs volunteers
for Saturday, Sept 7th from 10:00-2:30.  Pizza Booth needs Saturday volunteers. And the cleanup crew
would love your help on Saturday at 2:00 pm.  Grab some friends and have fun! No experience needed-
just a willing spirit and a serving heart! Food Safe is an asset.  Contact Caroline at (e-mail address
available from webmaster).

Jeremiah 1:4-10

4 Now the word of the Lord came to me
saying,
5 ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew
you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’
6Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not
know how to speak, for I am only a boy.’ 7But
the Lord said to me,
‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”;
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.

8 Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,

says the Lord.’
9Then the Lord put out his hand and touched
my mouth; and the Lord said to me,
‘Now I have put my words in your mouth.
10 See, today I appoint you over nations and
over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.’     [NRSV]

Psalm 71:1-6

1 In you, O Lord, I take refuge;
   let me never be put to shame.
2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue
me;
   incline your ear to me and save me.
3 Be to me a rock of refuge,
   a strong fortress, to save me,
   for you are my rock and my fortress.

4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the
wicked,
   from the grasp of the unjust and cruel.
5 For you, O Lord, are my hope,
   my trust, O Lord, from my youth.
6 Upon you I have leaned from my birth;
   it was you who took me from my mother’s
womb.
My praise is continually of you.     [NRSV]

http://bc.mcc.org/whatwedo/TRC
http://bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/quilt-shows-auction


Hebrews 12:18-29

18 You have not come to something that can
be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and
gloom, and a tempest, 19and the sound of a
trumpet, and a voice whose words made the
hearers beg that not another word be spoken
to them. 20(For they could not endure the
order that was given, ‘If even an animal
touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to
death.’ 21Indeed, so terrifying was the sight
that Moses said, ‘I tremble with fear.’) 22But
you have come to Mount Zion and to the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and
to innumerable angels in festal gathering,
23and to the assembly of the firstborn who are
enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of
all, and to the spirits of the righteous made
perfect, 

24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that

speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

25 See that you do not refuse the one who is
speaking; for if they did not escape when they
refused the one who warned them on earth,
how much less will we escape if we reject the
one who warns from heaven! 26At that time
his voice shook the earth; but now he has
promised, ‘Yet once more I will shake not only
the earth but also the heaven.’ 27This phrase
‘Yet once more’ indicates the removal of what
is shaken—that is, created things—so that
what cannot be shaken may remain.
28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom
that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by
which we offer to God an acceptable worship
with reverence and awe; 

29for indeed our God
is a consuming fire.     [NRSV]

Luke 13:10-17

10 Now he was teaching in one of the
synagogues on the sabbath. 11And just then
there appeared a woman with a spirit that
had crippled her for eighteen years. She was
bent over and was quite unable to stand up
straight. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her
over and said, ‘Woman, you are set free from
your ailment.’ 13When he laid his hands on
her, immediately she stood up straight and
began praising God. 14But the leader of the
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had
cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the
crowd, ‘There are six days on which work

ought to be done; come on those days and
be cured, and not on the sabbath day.’ 15But
the Lord answered him and said, ‘You
hypocrites! Does not each of you on the
sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the
manger, and lead it away to give it water?
16And ought not this woman, a daughter of
Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen
long years, be set free from this bondage on
the sabbath day?’ 17When he said this, all his
opponents were put to shame; and the entire
crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful
things that he was doing.    [NRSV]

Call to Worship

O God, in the midst of the cacophony of
voices that crush our spirit and deny our
calling, voices that say,“Who do you think you
are?”

We come to hear your voice of affirmation.

 We come to hear your voice calling us to be
and do what you have called us to be and do.

 Let this time of worship quiet our fears,
soothe our bruised souls, and energize us for

ministry in and with your beloved world.

 Let faith abide.

Let hope abide.

Let love abide—here in this sanctuary, here in
our community, here in our world, but most
of all, here in us.

Amen.


