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Please note that we record the response time after the sermon. You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully as you 

feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed. The response time will not be posted to the website. You are en-

couraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

                

PGIMF RECAP

Last Sunday, Karl Brown gave a message he entitled “The Ghost of Religion” by asking “whose respon-
sibility is it to identify wisdom? Folly?  Morality?”  Karl insists religion is responsible for all questions such 
as these: can we have religion without faith?  Can we have faith without religion? Depending on your 
point of view - as Deist (following a watchmaker God); a Theist (knowing a personal God) or Atheist 
(knowing no God), Karl showed how one’s outlook and traditions are tempered by these beliefs. Logic 
helps, but only so far.  Drawing distinctions between beliefs, religion, moral authority, and faith, Karl 
encouraged the group to have faith and be religious, to follow God and demonstrate the kindness and 
tenderness that comes from God, and to avoid the religion without faith that occupies so many other 
on our planet. Karl asks that during times of trouble, that we not allow our faith, our church, our com-
munity to be far from us when we are in need. [AP]

SCRIPTURE READINGS Matthew 5:1-12

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 ‘Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.

AUG 26 SERVICE
Worship Leader: Janice Kreider
Speaker: Rosie Perera
Song Leader: J Evan Kreider 
Pianist: Ruth Enns

UPCOMING SERVICES

September 02 Carl Friesen Lectionary Texts
September 09 Walter Bergen & Student 
Welcome BBQ
September 16 Mike Yankoski 
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Matt 5:38-48

38 ‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” 39 But I say to you, Do 
not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; 40 and if anyone 
wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 41 and if anyone forces you to go one mile, 
go also the second mile. 42 Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants 
to borrow from you. 43 ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbour and hate your 
enemy.” 44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you 
may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward 
do you have? Do not even the tax-collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers and 
sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. [NRSV]

Matthew 27:47-56 

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with 
swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had given 
them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.’ 49 At once he came up to Jesus and said, 
‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you are here to do.’ Then they 
came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. 51 Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on 
his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, 
‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you think 
that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 
But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?’ 55 At that hour 
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a 
bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But all this has taken 
place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples deserted him and 
fled. [NRSV]

Luke 9:51-55

51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent 
messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 
53 but they did not receive him, because his face was set towards Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples 
James and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven 
and consume them?’ 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village. 
[NRSV]
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Romans 12:17-13:10 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate 
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peace-
ably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is writ-
ten, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ 20 No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if 
they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.’ 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

13: 1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except from 
God, and those authorities that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists au-
thority resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgement. 3 For rulers are 
not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you wish to have no fear of the authority? Then do 
what is good, and you will receive its approval; 4 for it is God’s servant for your good. But if you do 
what is wrong, you should be afraid, for the authority does not bear the sword in vain! It is the serv-
ant of God to execute wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be subject, not only because 
of wrath but also because of conscience. 6 For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities 
are God’s servants, busy with this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is due to them—taxes to whom taxes 
are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honour to whom honour 
is due. 8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has ful-
filled the law. 9 The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 
not steal; You shall not covet’; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 
law. [NRSV]

1 Peter 2:18-25

18 Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with all deference, not only those who are kind and 
gentle but also those who are harsh. 19 For it is to your credit if, being aware of God, you endure 
pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, where is the 
credit in that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21 For 
to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that 
you should follow in his steps.

22 ‘He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.’ 23 When he was abused, he did 
not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who 
judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might 
live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, 
but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. [NRSV]
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Food Groups
Food groups begin in September.  You will find new food group lists in your mailslots.  If you are not 
on a list and would like to be, please contact Hannelore.

THE WIDER CHURCH 

Back to School
Why not consider purchasing the contents of an MCC School Kit when you’re shopping for your 
child’s school supplies. School kits are our most requested item and are sent to countries all around 
the world. You can watch a cute video and find the list of contents when you visit http://bc.mcc.
org/getinvolved/makekits

MCC Relief Sale  
September 7 & 8: the MCC Festival for World Relief (Relief Sale) at the Abbotsford Tradex. New 
name, same great event. When you visit bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/abbotsford-festival, you’ll be able 
to preview live and silent auction items, quilts, and get information about Penny Power, the Pedaling 
for Hope cyclathon and more. Visit our Facebook page and check out the Countdown to the Festival!

MCC MISSIONS
LOWELL & MELISSA ENS are serving in Peru. Pray that their new team
in Piura will become a solid, unified group that works well
together. As they have just passed the 6 month mark as missionaries
in Peru, please pray for renewed energy, focus, and continued joy as they serve. 
More information on Missions is available at: 
http://www.mbmission.org/connect/western-canada/

 
 

 
 


