
Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245); John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

December 5, 2004
Second Advent

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship on this our Second week of Advent. This morning,
our service will be led by Andre Pekovich, Rosie Perera will be leading us in song, Cynthia Friesen will be
accompanying on the piano, and Marcie Good is your usher. Later Helmut Lemke will introduce us to Lorne Epp,
from More Than A Roof Society (formerly MCC Social Housing Society) who will speak to us on Mt. 25:31-46
“I wish I would have known...”.  Jaclyn Smith will be with the babies and preschoolers in the nursery  Primary
children will join the preschoolers in the nursery.  Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday: Vange Thiessen began by narrating Mary’s Magnificat from Luke 1:26 - 56 that brought scripture
home to the congregation in a very personal way.  She then asked us; does God speak to us? what messages do
we hear? and what is our response?  Vange said the older we grow, the more we lose our ability to see angels,
whether in the car with us, or helping our family members and friends.  Vange spoke of her dreams manifesting
as answered prayer, and other times as visitations by God to transmit knowledge, emphasizing that prayer is not
about changing circumstances to what you want, but rather about changing the person who is praying.  The Bible
is full of mystical revelations attached to physical phenomena, which our modern minds find hard to accept.  All
these things are a call to move from unconscious living in the darkness to mindful living in the light.  Could we
be missing visitations by God?  We were invited to dialogue with each other on how have we been visited by
God.  The message Mary received from God was an invitation to turn her life upside down, to break all the rules
of her society. She followed God’s instructions as required and changed the course of the world. Botticelli’s
painting Cestello Annunciation was the backdrop for Vange’s question to us - what is our response?  The detail
of the painting begins to open us to the mystery and trusting nature of Mary’s deed - angel Gabriel at her feet yet
not touching her as if he was not holy enough, a castle and a half-constructed bridge on the horizon to illustrate
the work that she is about to undertake, all emphasize Mary’s words “Be it according to your will.”  Let our
actions be according to God’s will too, to be co-creators with God in His will for the world. [AP]

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
December 12 Sing-a-long Messiah 3rd Advent
December 19 Henry Hildebrand 4th Advent
December 26 - Favourite Christmas Carols
January 2 Henry Neufeld Membership Sunday

Parents of all PGIMF children. Cynthia has chosen a song and brief skit for sharing at church on December
19th. Would any children who are available right after the service this Sunday please listen to the song and
rehearse briefly with Cynthia right after church.  The wee ones, like Sabine, Chet, and Josephine will enjoy the
music and can rattle along with shakers that will be brought. Three of the older children will be involved in a
brief skit which Mark will oversee. Please let Cynthia know if, as a family, you already know you will not be
there on the 19th. 

����Abendmusik  You and your friends are invited to Abendmusik's 14th annual Advent Vespers, 60 minutes of
uninterrupted choral singing, congregational hymns, responsive readings and prayers. Our twelve-voice vocal
ensemble affords you  an opportunity for reflection--no applause, no sermon, no announcements. During one
hymn, an offering will be taken in support of the Choir and The Menno Simons Centre, a residence for some 20
Christian university students attending UBC, Regent College, Emily Carr and the Vancouver Academy of Music. 
Sunday, December 5, 2004, 8:00 p.m.  Knox United Church, 5600 Balaclava at West 41st Avenue.
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As you rack your brain thinking of suitable Christmas gifts for family and friends, consider modifying your
expenditure and spending the savings on a gift that will truly impact a needy family in a distant land. MCC
offers numerous suggestions for projects in developing countries. How about providing school supplies for a
student in India for only $30? Or providing a ring for a well in Laos for $103? 10 chickens for a family to
raise in Croatia? These and many other gift giving suggestions await you at www.mcc.org/respond/projects. 
GO FOR IT - GIVE A GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS THAT CHANGES A LIFE.

New e-data   Richard and Charmaine have new e-mail
addresses.   Please update your address book or e-mail
lists

Membership Sunday We will be having another
MembershipSunday on January 2nd.  If you feel led to
join this church to demonstrate your commitment to its
principles and fellowship, please see any member of the
board for a conversation for possibility.

����Church List   Please check your information on the
church list in the hallway. Please also check the
information of anybody you know who is no longer coming, or who comes infrequently, as well as our Members
and Friends Away. If you are a new attender and wish to be on the church list, please put your information on the
lines provided and we will add you to our list (guaranteed to involve you in church life and putting on services!)
Our privacy policy applies to all data held by the church and will not be given out publicly without your consent.

The Wider Church
MBMSI  LOVE FOR LITHUANIA. Please pray today for Melanie Humphreys, MBMS International worker in
Lithuania. Ask God for His divine protection for Melanie, Dean of Students at Lithuania Christian College, as
she gives direction and guidance to the students. Her desire is to see them exposed to the love of God, to develop
in character and to grow in leadership skills.

����Cantata Singers   Now a Christmas Tradition, the Cantata Singers present a programme including a mixture
of chants, Advent music and contemporary arrangements of familiar carols.  Saturday December 18th at 2:30 pm
at Holy Rosary Cathedral (645 Richards St.).  A FREE concert, this is Cantata Singers gift to the city and all
lovers of Christmas and its glorious choral music.  First come, first served.

Killarney Park MB Church is pleased to announce a Christmas concert on December 11th at 7:30 pm to benefit
MCC Supportive Care Services featuring Dr. Calvin Dyck (violin), Mel Bowker (piano), and a 20-piece
orchestra playing music from the Christmas CD One Small Child including the Christmas Concerto by Corelli,
carols old and new, readings, costumes, powerpoint, drama, and sing-along carols for the audience. An offering
will be taken. For more info, contact Killarney Park MB Church, 6426 Kerr St. (at E. 48th Ave) at 604-437-9638.

Regent College   Have you ever watched a movie and wondered about the creative process to translate script to
screen? Film producer Ralph Winter will open up the process, sharing from his over twenty years of experience.
The discussion will cover studio films such as X-Men, X2 and The Fantastic Four currently shooting in
Vancouver along with independent films such as Hangman’s Curse and the soon-to-be-released The Visitation. 
Thursday, December 9th at 7:30 pm in the Chapel at Regent college.  Come early to get a good seat - they go
quickly!

Furniture for the Menno Simons Centre   Thank
you for your prayers!  Thanks to Kathryn
Koslowsky-Schmidt’s relationship with the Palliser
Foundation of Winnipeg, the Menno Simons
Centre is the beneficiary of a grant to purchase new
furniture from Palliser at 10% over cost.  This
much-needed furniture for the TV room will be
selected by Kris and Kathryn on a trip home this
Christmas for delivery in the new year.
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����Canadian MB Conference Survey   The Canadian Conference of MB Churches is presenting an
opportunity to every member and adherent across Canada to participate in a national Strategic Planning Survey
which will provide input and give direction to a Strategic Plan. This survey and explanation is available on-line,
and printed copies will be made available by the congregational coordinator for those who prefer to complete it in
that format - one per household. The survey and explanatory letter will be e-mailed to every address in the
following week, and copies will be made available next week at the service or by request.  Please see Andre if
you have any questions.

Mennonite Disaster Service   An independently-chartered charity since 1994, your assistance is required in
making up their budget for this year and next.  They have assisted 1000 Canadian volunteers to help rebuild
hundreds of homes in BC and all over the world, which makes their slim ($290,000) annual budget all the more
astounding.  Please prayerfully consider their needs as you decide which work to support this year.

MC BC’s  Ad Hoc Committee, continues to work on issues identified as stumbling blocks to full relationship
among conference churches.  We would like to update you on the process and actions to date, clarify actions that
you would still like to see happen, and discuss expectations for the Fall 2005 meeting which concludes our
mandate (tentatively set for October 1).

On Saturday January 8, 2005 a meeting will be scheduled in the Columbia Bible College overflow dining room
(new Student Centre) from 9:00 am to noon.  Please pre-register by calling Janette at the MC BC office at 604-
850-6658 or emailing her at   at the MCBC office by January 4, 2005, indicating how many from
your church will attend and how many will be purchasing a light lunch afterward. We encourage all church pastors
and key leaders as well as any interested members to attend.  

Note: It was reported in error that 18 out of 28 churches attended the last sessions.  The actual number of
churches attending was 26, out of the 35 churches in the conference.  I regret the error and thank Doug
Epp, Moderator of Mennonite Church BC for correcting the error.  -ed.

Keeping you in touch

Every week or two, the church website receives newsletters from a variety of sources within the Mennonite
and Christian community, such as MBMS Global Bridge, MCBC’s News ‘n Notes, and MC Canada’s
Mennoletter from Jerusalem. Generally, these items are quickly scanned for news of possible interest to the
congregation, some are printed and posted on the bulletin board in the hall (where they are rarely seen by
any) and then deleted. This editing is less-than-desirable for communicating Christian knowledge to the
congregation.

To eliminate these barriers to knowledge of, and relationship, with the wider Christian community, these
regularly-scheduled newsletters will be made available by e-mail to those who sign up with the
congregational coordinator. An announcement will be made in the bulletin and by e-mail, and if you sign up,
you will be sent either the link, or the text file of the newsletter, and all succeeding issues until you send a
note to the congregational coordinator requesting that you “unsubscribe”. At no time will your e-mail
address or personal information be posted to the internet - all forwards will be done from behind a firewall as
is already the case with church notices.

This week, we feature Glenn Witmer’s MennoLetter from Jerusalem, published monthly by MC Canada Witness, the
global mission agency of Mennonite Church Canada. This newsletter is linked at
www.mennonitechurch.ca/news/jerusalemletter/ and you can either add this link to your browser, or sign up for a
subscription yourself.
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The alternative to Bush's family
 By Yuli Tamir 

Democratic America cannot calm down after Bush's reelection. "God," said the minister at Glide Church in San
Francisco, "We prayed to you, we asked for your help, we believed in you, but you chose to test us. We
beseeched you, please, don't give him four more years, but you did not listen to us. We will not despair, God, we
will not give up, we will not emigrate to Canada. We believe, God, that you have a plan. We do not understand it,
but we will keep praying, believing and hoping for the best. Amen." 

The prayer at Glide Church is very different from thousands of prayers said every Sunday throughout the United
States. Glide is not merely a church; it is a shelter for all those whom Bush's policy has cast out of the political and
social arena - the homeless, the hungry, the sick, those with HIV and AIDS, homosexuals. We want you, the
minister told the diverse crowd, we love you and support you. We are your family.

The family, experts say, not the war, determined the outcome of the elections in the United States. Indeed, the
concept of the conservative family - based on the institution of marriage, belief in God, parental responsibility for
children's religious and moral education, prevention of abortions, fighting crime and supporting the death penalty -
was at the heart of the conservative election campaign.

Few noted the fact that the connection among the various components of the conservative family is not self-
evident. The oddest coupling pertains to the support for the death sentence on the one hand and the struggle
against abortion on the other. If the sanctity of life is the main thing, if we were created by God and only he
determines the beginning and end of our life, then we cannot put an end to a man's life, guilty as he may be, with
our own hands.

Objection to abortion and support for capital punishment show that the central value at the heart of the
conservative world of values is not the sanctity of life but rather man's responsibility for his acts. In a world guided
by principles of reward and punishment, objection to abortion and support for the death penalty go hand-in-hand.
The life of every man is supposed to reflect his acts. According to this world view, help for the poor, the weak and
the unemployed releases people from responsibility for their acts and leads to idleness and social dependence -
which beget moral and social deterioration. By comparison, reducing the welfare state requires people to assume
responsibility for their life, drives them to work harder and turns them into better people. This world view enables
those who oppose abortions to object to social and health services for children who are born, to reject the need for
supporting mothers during pregnancy and parenthood, and to act to reduce state education.

The fact that the Republicans succeeded in appropriating the terms "family values" and have become the knights
of "morality" is their most significant victory, says Prof. George Lakoff, a Berkeley linguist. Lakoff clearly shows
how the Republican victory was carefully planned and built gradually. If the Democrats wish to regain power, he
argues, they must study this victory and learn how language molds politics.

"If God created you, we want you," Glide's minister tells his audience. Thus, with one well-aimed sentence, he
presents the Glide family opposite the Bush family, sharpening the Democratic message. This message sees
society in terms of a pluralistic family whose members support each other in times of need. The Democratic
"family state" is much closer to the prevalent definition of a unit characterized by caring and mutual responsibility.
The Democrats should not fear the family concept - they, not Bush, represent traditional family values - the
readiness to see those who live with us under the "same roof" as members with equal rights whom we must
support and protect when necessary.

If Benjamin Netanyahu has imported the language of the American right wing to Israel, the Israeli left must see
Glide's language as its own. It must not fear from debate over the values of the family, the group or the nation.
Rather it must place these values opposite the values of free competition and see them as a basis for renewed
construction of human and civil solidarity.

Ha’aretz, November 30, 2004
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“I Wish I Would Have Known”…. 

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the
goats on his left. 

"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by
my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 

"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we
see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?

"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 

"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed,
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry
and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and
you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after
me.' 

"They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 

"He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the
least of these, you did not do for me.' 

"Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal
life."   Matthew 25 31-46 
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                                December 5, 2004 Sermon Outline  
  
 Does this parable mean we have to do good works to gain eternal life? 
 (See Titus 3: 4-5, Ephesians 2:8-10)   Absolutely           !

The key points of instruction from the preceding parables:

The watchful homeowner: Be                       of the time! 

The faithful servant: Be                              ! 

The wise bridesmaids: Be fully                                      !

The talent investments: Be fully                           in God’s Kingdom!          
                 

The sheep and goats: Your                      and               in response to the
needs around you have eternal consequences!                             
Also see 1 John 3:16 -18 
 
Some common attitudes towards the poor and needy. 

1.                                   2.                                 3.                               .

Some scriptural themes to guide our responses to those we serve:

The poor are a special subject of God’s                                                    -
Psalm 72:12, 13 Prov.19:7
The bible also talks about the                      of the poor Ex.23:6, Deut 24:17,
27:19 Psalms 140:12
God requires that we act in                 and                         ways in our
dealings with each other. 

Other important elements of God’s special concern are __________             
            and              _______            , liberal                         , and the
concept of_______________         responsibility.                           

There is a final                  with                   questions :
1. 
2.

God is seeking acts of kindness that flow from a                       


