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2  Adventnd

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service this Sunday will be led by Janice Kreider,
we will be led in song by Evan Kreider, accompanied at the piano by Ruth Enns, and Edward Epp is your
usher.  Later we will hear from Karl Brown whose message is entitled When is Christmas no Christmas?
based on the readings for today.   Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship. 
Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and
last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any church board member for
more information.

Last Sunday  Veronica Dyck spoke on the First Sunday of Advent, noting two very different perceptions of
time at this time of year.  Parents may well think, "Oh no, is it already time to get ready for Christmas?"
while some children wonder "Will Christmas ever come?"  Our culture  has lost so much of its capacity to
wait patiently, yet scripture repeatedly asks that we both watch and wait, and that we fully engage our
imaginations in the process.  The Book of Isaiah opens most discouragingly, but the day's reading from the
second chapter (2.1-6) is very positive, having ideas and phrases which are also found in Micah 4.1-5. These
texts anticipate--and wait for--the time when Yahweh will be truly worshiped everywhere, when weapons
will no longer be stockpiled, and when people will once again climb up to Zion and seek to follow Torah
faithfully.  The writer then imagines ideals and faith flowing down from this exemplar to all peoples, utterly
transforming them.  These passages spoke directly to the writers' contemporaries, to early Christians and to
us, though each group had a different appreciation for the ideas.  The morning's gospel reading (Matthew
24.36-) gives us our way of understanding Isaiah 2/Micah 4, underlining the inherent tension of this 'time of
waiting', of not knowing when the Son of Man might return.  Many of our Advent hymns of waiting and
anticipation have verbs in the present tense, and although Jesus had come on earth, we have much more for
which we are to wait, actively wait.  [JEK]

PGIMF News
December 12 Sing-along Messiah 3  Adventrd

Bring your music books, if you have them!
December 19 Don Teichroeb 4  Adventth

December 26 Service of singing and carols 1  Sunday after Christmasst

January 2 Henry Neufeld Hope

The Friday Group invites you to hear Arnie Friesen, BC representative for the Mennonite Foundation for a
discussion about his work on financial issues. This Friday, Dec. 10, at 10:30 a.m. at First United Mennonite
Church, 659 - 52 Avenue East, about half a block west of Fraser street. The education building is behind the
church and there's a parking lot between the church and the education building.  All are welcome. 

Errata and Addenda
A number of errors crept into the church list again.  My thanks to all who pointed them out.
• Frieda & Edward Epp (address available from webmaster)
• Susie Funk’s e-mail (available from webmaster)
• Travis Martin can be reached at (available from webmaster)

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


The Wider Church
MBMSI   Dave & Louise Sinclair Peters are serving with
MBMS International in Thailand. They are on MINA
(Ministry in North America) until the 16th of this month
visiting supporters and churches in British Columbia. Pray
for God's special comfort in their lives as Dave's dad passed
away at the end of October. 

MCC   The Christmas Giving Catalogue helps you share
the joy of giving with people in need all around the world; a perfect alternative to all the consumerism we're
bombarded with during this season. Look for the catalogue in the latest issue of a Common Place magazine
or online when you visit http://mcc.org/christmas 

MCC    In partnership with Vancity and World Vision, MCC is
supporting single parent families in Surrey who are affected by
HIV/AIDS. Single parents already face financial challenges.
These are only compounded when you live with the HIV/AIDS.
Learn more about this unique project and how you can help
make a difference when you visit
bc.mcc.org/whatwedo/single-parent-support 

MCC   responds to flooding and the aftermath of volcanic
eruptions in Indonesia through its partner the Indonesian
Mennonite Diakonal Service.  You can help provide food,
water, shelter and more when you mark your cheques to MCC
BC "Indonesia Disaster Response" and send to MCC BC Box 2038, 31414 Marshall Road, Abbotsford, BC
V2T 3T8, or online at www.donate.mcc.org  or when you call 1 888 622 6337. Learn more when you visit
mcc.org/stories/news/mcc-invites-donations-indonesian-volcano-flooding-projects

Vancouver Cantata Singers presents A Christmas Reprise, the Christmas concert of the season, selling out
rapidly.  Saturday, December 18 at 2:00pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral, 646 Richards St in Vancouver. 
Tickets only $15 so get yours now before they’re gone!

Missions Fest  Those of you who remember David Voth may be interested to know that he is once again
responsible for the Missions Fest Opportunities booth once again, which takes place January28-30 at the
Vancouver Convention Centre. David is looking for volunteers for the Mission Opportunities booth to help
out for a couple hours during the weekend. If you know anyone that would be interested they can visit
www.missionsfestvancouver.ca for more information about the weekend and to sign up to volunteer, or if
you have questions, you can contact David directly at (available from webmaster).

Christmas Eve Services   The six Point Grey churches will feature several services around Christmas,
and you are very welcome to attend any of the services listed below:
Our Lady of Perpetual Help RC (2465 Crown Cres at 10 )   Dec 24  at 5:00, 7:00 and 11:45 pmth th

WPG Presbyterian (4397 W. 12  at Trimble) Dec 24  at 7:00 & 10:30 pm, Dec 25  at 10:00 amth th th

WPG Baptist (4509 W. 11  Ave at Sasamat) Dec 24  at 6:00 and 10:00 pmth th

St. Helen’s Anglican (4405 W. 8  Ave. At Trimble) Dec 24  at 4:00, 7:00 and 11:00 pmth th

WPG United (4595 W/ 8  at Tolmie) Dec 24  at 4:00 7:30 and 10:30 pmth th

MDS   Mennonite Disaster Service reminds you that rebuilding projects continue year-round at projects all
over north America. Please visit www.mds.mennonite.net  to see a list of accomplishments, and please
remember the variety of ways you can give to MDS – volunteer your time, give money through cash
donations, planned gifts, bequests and traded securities. Contributions may be sent to Unit 6A-1325
Markham Rd, Winnipeg, MB R3T 4J6 or you may donate online or by phone at  (800) 241-8111.
 
Pacific Theatre   presents Christmas On The Air, an old-style radio program delivered in theatre, as a
relaxing duo pesent their annual Christmas snow before a live studio audience.  On-air magic and off–stage
romance combine for a comedy for the Advent season by the Midnight Theatre Collective.  Runs December
10   - January 1 , with previews, special performances and matinees.  For tickets and more details, callth st

Pacific Theatre at 604-731-5518, or go online at www.pacifictheatre.org   

You are invited to pray for healing for Kevin’s
mother Marilyn as she recovers from more
surgery to correct the displacement of her
hipos.  Pray that her healing may be swift, her
family is able to support her, even at a
distance, and that the Conference can manage

in this busy time without her. 

Abendmusik Vespers

You and your friends are invited to join
the Abendmusik Choir to celebrate the
Advent Vespers tonight at Knox United
Church, Balaclava at 41st, Vancouver
beginning at 8:00 pm.  All donations to
the Menno Simons Centre.

mailto:belindascreations@gmail.com
http://www.donate.mcc.org
http://www.missionsfestvancouver.ca
http://www.mds.org
http://www.pacifictheatre.org


An International Christmas    Want to reach out to an International Student for a Holiday Meal this season? 
 Between December 22 and January 3, welcome a UBC international student home for a meal, learn about
their holiday traditions, and share your own. There is no cost to participate and students will arrange their
own transportation. Deadline to apply is Monday, December 13 by 5:00 pm. You will receive confirmation
by Wednesday, December 15.  To apply, email the following information to
stmarks.campusministry@gmail.com:
-          Your name and the names of your family members (including ages of children)
-          Your email and phone number
-          The address where the meal will take place
-          The number of students you prefer to host (minimum two, please)
-          Any student dietary restrictions (vegetarian, etc.) you are able to accommodate
-          The date(s) on which you are available to host (between December 22 and January 3)
Your personal information will be shared only with the students who are matched with you. Please address
any questions to stmarks.campusministry@gmail.com.  This program made possible thanks to the UBC
Chaplaincy Association, Rebecca Stanley, and Michelle Suderman, John and Erna’s neice.

Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,1

   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,2

   the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
   the spirit of counsel and might,
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.3

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
   or decide by what his ears hear;
 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,4

   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
   he shall strike the earth with the rod of his
    mouth,
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
    wicked.
 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,5

   and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

 The wolf shall live with the lamb,6

   the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
   the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
   and a little child shall lead them.
 The cow and the bear shall graze,7

   their young shall lie down together;
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the8

   asp,
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
   adder’s den.
 They will not hurt or destroy9

   on all my holy mountain;
   for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the
   Lord
   as the waters cover the sea.

 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a10

signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.    [NRSV]

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Prayer for Guidance and Support for the King
Of Solomon.

 Give the king your justice, O God,1

   and your righteousness to a king’s son.
 May he judge your people with righteousness,2

   and your poor with justice.
 May the mountains yield prosperity for the3

   people,
   and the hills, in righteousness.
 May he defend the cause of the poor of the4

   people,

   give deliverance to the needy,
   and crush the oppressor.

 May he live while the sun endures,5

   and as long as the moon, throughout all
   generations.
 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,6

   like showers that water the earth.
 In his days may righteousness flourish7

mailto:stmarks.campusministry@gmail.com


   and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 

[...]

 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,18

   who alone does wondrous things.
 Blessed be his glorious name for ever;19

   may his glory fill the whole earth.  Amen and
   Amen.     [NRSV]

Romans 15:4-13

We who are strong ought to put up with the1

failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves.
Each of us must please our neighbour for the2

good purpose of building up the neighbour. For3

Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written,
‘The insults of those who insult you have fallen on
me.’ For whatever was written in former days4

was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the
scriptures we might have hope. May the God of5

steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live
in harmony with one another, in accordance with
Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one6

voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ7

has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell8

you that Christ has become a servant of the

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order
that he might confirm the promises given to the
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might9

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
   and sing praises to your name’;

and again he says,10

‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’;
and again,11

‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
   and let all the peoples praise him’;

and again Isaiah says,12

‘The root of Jesse shall come,
   the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.’

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and13

peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.     [NRSV]

Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the1

wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the2

kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the3

one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he
said,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
   make his paths straight.” ’
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a4

leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. Then the people of5

Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him,
and all the region along the Jordan, and they were6

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins.

 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees7

coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood

of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath
to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not8 9

presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham
as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham.

Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees;10

every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire.

 ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but11 

one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His12

winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear
his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into
the granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.’     [NRSV]


