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2nd Advent

Welcome to our Sunday service at Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  For today’s service, we will be led in
worship by Rosie Perera, in song by Edwin Hintz, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Henry Neufeld is
your usher. Later, we will hear from Janice Kreider, whose sermon is entitled “The Book of Lamentations as
Background to Isaiah 40" and featuring a range of scripture readings from both books.  Please join us in the lounge
after the service for coffee and fellowship to enjoy the best of the Advent season!

Last Sunday   We began the church year with our celebration of 1st Advent with a series of scripture, readings and
prayers for the Advent season led by J. Evan Kreider and Henry Neufeld.  Communion was served.
  

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
December 14 Sing-along Messiah 3rd Advent
December 21 Songs of Christmas 4th Advent
December 28 Kevin Hiebert 1st Sunday of Christmas
January 4 Henry Neufeld Membership Sunday/Epiphany

A reminder to the PGIMF board of the meeting next Tuesday the 9th, 7 pm at Henry Neufeld's in Ladner. Please
advise Don of any agenda items.

The Wider Church

MBMSI     John & Evelyn continue to study the Russian language and Ukrainian culture as they settle in to long
term ministry in Ukraine. Pray that the Lord will provide them with many relationships with neighbors,
community members, seekers and fellow believers. Pray that John & Ev will be a real encouragement to the six
churches connected to MBMSI and that they will have growing vision for ministry and engagement in Ukraine.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Abendmusik Vesper Choir's Advent VespersAbendmusik Vesper Choir's Advent VespersAbendmusik Vesper Choir's Advent VespersAbendmusik Vesper Choir's Advent Vespers

You and your friends are invited to Abendmusik's annual Advent Vespers, 60 minutes of uninterrupted choral

singing, congregational hymns, meditative responsive readings and prayers appropriate to the season. The

sixteen-voice choir is conducted by Andrea Siemens.  Please join us in Vancouver tonight at 8:00 pm at Knox

United Church, 5600 Balaclava at West 41st Ave.Please feel free to bring friends who might appreciate this

type of music and opportunity for reflection--no applause, no sermon, no announcements. During one hymn, an

offering will be taken to support the Choir and the Menno Simons Centre, a residence for the 22 Christian

university students attending UBC and Regent College.
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MCC   Christmas Gift Ideas that make sense! We are facing tough economic times but that doesn’t mean you
can’t share gifts with those you love. MCC Thrift Shops are filled with treasures that will make great gifts
for anyone on your list – check out the article in the Canadian Mennonite (Vol. 12, No. 22, Nov. 10 Issue)
written by Angelika Dawson. 

Christmas giving ideas for that hard-to-shop-for person on your list – how about a well in Mozambique?
Or seeds and tools for a farmer in Ethiopia? How about an education for a child in Cambodia? The
Christmas Giving Catalogue has great gift ideas and helps those who really need it. 

Christmas giving has never been easier or more meaningful now that you can give a gift through the MCC
Christmas Giving Catalogue. Visit mcc.org/Christmas or call the MCC BC office to receive your copy: 
1(888) 622-6337.

This holiday season, the Vancouver Cantata Singers will join the Vancouver Chamber Choir and the Vancouver
Chamber Orchestra for a performance of Handel’s Messiah featuring Shannon Mercer, soprano; Robin Blaze,
countertenor; Frédéric Antoun, tenor; Joshua Hopkins, bass; and special guest conductor Bernard Labadie. 
Friday, December 12th at 8:00pm & Saturday, December 13th at 8:00pm at the Orpheum.  Single tickets ($18-44)
to Handel’s Messiah are available through Ticketmaster at 604.280.3311 or online at www.ticketmaster.ca.

Join the Vancouver Cantata Singers this holiday season for two delightful afternoon concerts of Christmas
music brimming with yuletide joy. Escape from the cold and warm your heart with sparkling carols, both
traditional and contemporary. Saturday’s concert is on December 20th at 2:00pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral, tickets
$12.  Sunday’s FREE concert held December 21st at 2:00pm at St. James Anglican, 303 East Cordova Street will
fill up quickly so come early.  Single tickets to A Christmas Reprise are available through the Cantata Singers
office by phone at 604.730.8856, in person at Sikora’s Classical Records (432 West Hastings Street, Vancouver)
or online.

Regent College   is pleased to present Dennis Danielson and his new book Paradise Lost : Parallel Prose Edition
on the Celebrating his 400th Anniversary of the birth of John Milton.  All events on Tuesday, December 9 - book
signing at 12:00pm, public reading at 1:30pm, in room 100 at Regent College.

BCMB - BC Link   The latest (and possibly last) issue of the BC Link is now available on our website
(www.bcmb.org) under communication tab. The conference may be discontinuing the BC Link due to lack of
response from churches. The conference website will be used to keep BC members up-to-date on any news and
upcoming events.

Plan  to  attend  FaithQwest  2009: Glimpses of God on January 16 & 17 at Peace Mennonite Church in
Richmond.  The speakers will be Harry Huebner and Glen Klassen from CMU and Gareth Brandt from CBC. 
Relevant for all ages and levels of learning!  For more information, please see 
www.lanternsofhope.com/FaithQwest/index.html.   Registration details and more information to follow, mark
your calendars! 



Lamentations 1

Narrator

1How lonely sits the city

   that once was full of people!

How like a widow she has become,

   she that was great among the nations!

She that was a princess among the provinces

   has become a vassal.

2She weeps bitterly in the night,

   with tears on her cheeks;

among all her lovers

   she has no one to comfort her;

all her friends have dealt treacherously with her,

   they have become her enemies.

3Judah has gone into exile with suffering

   and hard servitude;

she lives now among the nations,

   and finds no resting-place;

her pursuers have all overtaken her

   in the midst of her distress.

4The roads to Zion mourn,

   for no one comes to the festivals;

all her gates are desolate,

   her priests groan;

her young girls grieve,

   and her lot is bitter.

5Her foes have become the masters,

   her enemies prosper,

because the Lord has made her suffer

   for the multitude of her transgressions;

her children have gone away,

   captives before the foe.

6From daughter Zion has departed

   all her majesty.

Her princes have become like stags

   that find no pasture;

they fled without strength

   before the pursuer.

7Jerusalem remembers,

   in the days of her affliction and wandering,

all the precious things

   that were hers in days of old.

When her people fell into the hand of the foe,

   and there was no one to help her,

the foe looked on mocking

   over her downfall.

8Jerusalem sinned grievously,

   so she has become a mockery;

all who honoured her despise her,

   for they have seen her nakedness;

she herself groans,

   and turns her face away.

9Her uncleanness was in her skirts;

   she took no thought of her future;

her downfall was appalling,

   with none to comfort her.

Jerusalem

‘O Lord, look at my affliction,
   for the enemy has triumphed!’

Narrator

10Enemies have stretched out their hands

   over all her precious things;

she has even seen the nations

   invade her sanctuary,

those whom you forbade

   to enter your congregation.

11All her people groan

   as they search for bread;

they trade their treasures for food

   to revive their strength.

Jerusalem

Look, O Lord, and see
   how worthless I have become.

12Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?
   Look and see
if there is any sorrow like my sorrow,
   which was brought upon me,
which the Lord inflicted
   on the day of his fierce anger.



13From on high he sent fire;
   it went deep into my bones;
he spread a net for my feet;
   he turned me back;
he has left me stunned,
   faint all day long.

14My transgressions were bound into a yoke;
   by his hand they were fastened together;
they weigh on my neck,
   sapping my strength;
the Lord handed me over
   to those whom I cannot withstand.

15The Lord has rejected
   all my warriors in the midst of me;
he proclaimed a time against me
   to crush my young men;
the Lord has trodden as in a wine press
   the virgin daughter Judah.

16For these things I weep;
   my eyes flow with tears;
for a comforter is far from me,
   one to revive my courage;
my children are desolate,
   for the enemy has prevailed.

Narrator

17Zion stretches out her hands,

   but there is no one to comfort her;

the Lord has commanded against Jacob

   that his neighbours should become his foes;

Jerusalem has become

   a filthy thing among them.

Jerusalem

18The Lord is in the right,
   for I have rebelled against his word;
but hear, all you peoples,
   and behold my suffering;
my young women and young men
   have gone into captivity.

19I called to my lovers
   but they deceived me;
my priests and elders
   perished in the city
while seeking food
   to revive their strength.

20See, O Lord, how distressed I am;
   my stomach churns,
my heart is wrung within me,
   because I have been very rebellious.
In the street the sword bereaves;
   in the house it is like death.

21They heard how I was groaning,
   with no one to comfort me.
All my enemies heard of my trouble;
   they are glad that you have done it.
Bring on the day you have announced,
   and let them be as I am.

22Let all their evildoing come before you;
   and deal with them
as you have dealt with me
   because of all my transgressions;
for my groans are many
   and my heart is faint. [NRSV]

Lam 2: 5-6, 10-15, 19, 20-22

Narrator

5The Lord has become like an enemy;

   he has destroyed Israel.

He has destroyed all its palaces,

   laid in ruins its strongholds,

and multiplied in daughter Judah

   mourning and lamentation.

6He has broken down his booth like a garden,

   he has destroyed his tabernacle;

the Lord has abolished in Zion

   festival and sabbath,

and in his fierce indignation has spurned

   king and priest.

.....



10The elders of daughter Zion

   sit on the ground in silence;

they have thrown dust on their heads

   and put on sackcloth;

the young girls of Jerusalem

   have bowed their heads to the ground.

11My eyes are spent with weeping;

   my stomach churns;

my bile is poured out on the ground

   because of the destruction of my people,

because infants and babes faint

   in the streets of the city.

12They cry to their mothers,

   ‘Where is bread and wine?’

as they faint like the wounded

   in the streets of the city,

as their life is poured out

   on their mothers’ bosom.

13What can I say for you, to what compare you,

   O daughter Jerusalem?

To what can I liken you, that I may comfort you,

   O virgin daughter Zion?

For vast as the sea is your ruin;

   who can heal you?

14Your prophets have seen for you

   false and deceptive visions;

they have not exposed your iniquity

   to restore your fortunes,

but have seen oracles for you

   that are false and misleading.

15All who pass along the way

   clap their hands at you;

they hiss and wag their heads

   at daughter Jerusalem;

‘Is this the city that was called

   the perfection of beauty,

   the joy of all the earth?’

.....

19Arise, cry out in the night,

   at the beginning of the watches!

Pour out your heart like water

   before the presence of the Lord!

Lift your hands to him

   for the lives of your children,

who faint for hunger

   at the head of every street.

Jerusalem

20Look, O Lord, and consider!
   To whom have you done this?
Should women eat their offspring,
   the children they have borne?
Should priest and prophet be killed
   in the sanctuary of the Lord?

21The young and the old are lying
   on the ground in the streets;
my young women and my young men
   have fallen by the sword;
on the day of your anger you have killed them,
   slaughtering without mercy.

22You invited my enemies from all around
   as if for a day of festival;
and on the day of the anger of the Lord
   no one escaped or survived;
those whom I bore and reared
   my enemy has destroyed. [NRSV]



Isaiah 40: 1-11

God’s People Are Comforted
1Comfort, O comfort my people,
   says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
   and cry to her
that she has served her term,
   that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
   double for all her sins.

3A voice cries out:
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
   make straight in the desert a highway for our
God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
   and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
   and the rough places a plain.
5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
   and all people shall see it together,
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’

6A voice says, ‘Cry out!’
   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’

All people are grass,
   their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7The grass withers, the flower fades,
   when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
   surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades;
   but the word of our God will stand for ever.
9Get you up to a high mountain,
   O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
   lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
   ‘Here is your God!’
10See, the Lord God comes with might,
   and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
   and his recompense before him.
11He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
   he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
   and gently lead the mother sheep.    [NRSV]

Mark 1:1-8, 14-15

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God.

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
   who will prepare your way;
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
   “Prepare the way of the Lord,
   make his paths straight” ’,
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him

in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild
honey. 7He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good
news. [NRSV]


