
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

People-spotting!
The Goshen College alumni
magazine reports that Kathryn
Schmidt is now Assistant
Professor of M, joining her
husband Kris, who is Assistant
Professor of Biology. [- JK]

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

December 8th, 2013
Advent 2

John Friesen - Experiencing God

Worship leader: Rosie Perera Song Leader: Andre Pekovich
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Erna Friesen

Last Sunday   featured our annual Sing-along Messiah to the accompaniment of Ruth Enns on piano
and solos from Thomas Bergen, Ann Marie Mossman, Andrea Siemens, Nicole Brooks and Lisa-Dawn
Markle.  The event was well-attended and much enjoyed by all.

PGIMF News
December 15th Thomas Bergen 3rd Advent
December 22nd Readings and Music for Christmas 4th Advent
December 29th Hospitality and Food in the words of Robert Farrar Capon
January 5th Henry Neufeld Membership Sunday

Sunday school/child-minding   PGIMF is looking for a Sunday school teacher/child-minder/
story-reader/play therapist two Sundays a month to provide opportunities for their children to have
an age-appropriate church experience.  If you know of anyone who would enjoy this paid work on a
Sunday morning, please contact Diane Ehling at (contact available from webmaster)

OMembership in PGIMF    At PGIMF you are welcome to participate fully in congregational life.  We
see membership in the church as valued and desirable; we receive
it gratefully as affirmation of our mutual desire to serve God and
walk with one another.  Anyone interested in church membership
please contact one the church board members listed at the
bottom of this page.

Wider Church
MCC    invites your input as we consider how to best fulfill our
mission of responding to basic human need and working for
peace and justice. Please respond to a survey and share your
views. Invest in the MCC of the future by sharing your opinion
today at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/makingadifferencesocialcanada  

ADVENT VESPERS, with the Abendmusik Choir.   Offerings go to the Menno Simons Centre.
d    Sat., Dec. 7, 8:00 pm, Emmanuel Free Reformed Church, 3386 Mount Lehman Road, Abbotsford.
d    Sun., Dec. 8, 8:00 pm, Knox United Church, 5600 Balaclava at West 41st, Vancouver.   

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/makingadifferencesocialcanada


MDS   Thank You!  MDS in Canada now owns two bunk trailers that each sleep 10 persons.  These
trailers will allow us to house volunteers in the clean-up phase of disaster situations, and
accommodate volunteers when other accommodation is limited!  We are grateful for those who have
made this acquisition possible. 

Ten Thousand Villages Christmas Sale comes to Abbotsford! December 3-7 from 10 am-7 pm, Sat
from 10 am - 3 pm. Emmanuel Mennonite Church, 3471 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford. Fair Trade
Crafts and Goods for all your Christmas shopping! For more information about Ten Thousand
Villages, visit www.tenthousandvillages.ca.  For more information about our sale contact Angelika
Dawson (contact available from webmaster) Volunteers are also needed for 2 hour shifts. Training is
provided. To volunteer contact Cyndy Brandt (contact available from webmaster)  or Martha Janzen
(contact available from webmaster)
Vancouver Cantata Singers  invite you to the Cantata Singers Annual Advent Christmas Reprise at
Holy Rosary Cathedral (646 Richards St.) on Saturday December 21st.  A refreshing break from the
noisy hubbub of Christmas preparations, you’ll relax in sublime reflection with historic sounds of the
season in a sanctuary made for this kind of worshipful music.  Tickets $20 at
www.brownpapertickets.com or maybe even from a member of the choir.

Pacific Theatre   This Sunday evening, December 8th at 8 PM - Pacific Theatre will present their
Christmas production entitled Christmas Presence at Peace Mennonite Church 11571 Daniels
Road, Richmond.  It will be an all-you-can-eat feast of music and stories. Tickets $20 at the door.

BCMB newsletter   You can find interesting stories about MB Churches in the province and the work
they are doing to ease the isolation of people living in faraway corners of the province at
www.bcmb.org/BCMBnewsletters in the December issue at
www.bcmb.org/downloads/sb_bcmb/BCMBDecemberNewsletter.pdf    

Isaiah 9:2,6-7

2 The people who walked in darkness
   have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
   on them light has shined.
3 You have multiplied the nation,
   you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
   as with joy at the harvest,
   as people exult when dividing plunder.
4 For the yoke of their burden,
   and the bar across their shoulders,
   the rod of their oppressor,
   you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors
   and all the garments rolled in blood
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

6 For a child has been born for us,
   a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
   and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 His authority shall grow continually,
   and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
   He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
   from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.     
[NRSV]

http://www.tenthousandvillages.ca
mailto:ajdawson@telus.net
http://www.brownpapertickets.com
http://www.bcmb.org/newsletters
http://www.bcmb.org/downloads/sb_bcmb/BCMBDecemberNewsletter.pdf


Isaiah 11:1–10

1A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
   the spirit of counsel and might,
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord.

3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

   He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
   or decide by what his ears hear;
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
   and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth,
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
   wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his
waist,
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb,
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
   the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
   and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze,
   their young shall lie down together;
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the
asp,
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
   adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy
   on all my holy mountain;
   for the earth will be full of the knowledge of
the
   Lord
   as the waters cover the sea.

10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.     [NRSV]

Matthew 3:1-12

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2‘Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3This is
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when
he said,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
   make his paths straight.” ’
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a
leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him,
and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they
were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them,
‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee

from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of
repentance. 9Do not presume to say to
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”;
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the axe
is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.

11 ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but
one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His
winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear
his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into
the granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.’     [NRSV]



Congregational Advent Prayer

O God of Peace, Emmanuel, we pray you to send your light into our hearts at this time. Help us to be
ready for the day and the hour of Christ's appearing. Work in our hearts at this time and help us
prepare ourselves for the peace that he brings – the inner peace that tells us that we are united with
you and the outer peace which will come when he returns to judge the world. Bless our worship that
it may be pleasing unto you, and bless us that we may prove to be your faithful servants. Amen.

An Advent Prayer

Lord Jesus,

Master of both the light and the darkness,

send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.

We who have so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day.

We who are anxious over many things look forward to your coming among us.

We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of your kingdom.

We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence.

We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light.

To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!”
 - Henri J.M. Nouwen


