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December 9th, 2007
Second Advent

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. Our service today celebrates the second Sunday of
Advent, traditionally the Sunday of Peace.  It will be led by Evan Kreider, and will feature our annual tradition, a
sing-along rendition of Handel’s Messiah.  We will be led in song by Eric Hannan, Kathryn Koslowsky-Schmidt
will provide continuo and accompaniment at the piano, and we hope to have an usher to greet you today. Parents
are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish
to remain in the chapel during the service. You are all welcome to join us in the dining room after the service for
coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday:   We were snowed out.

Two Sundays ago    Charlie Paris began with a Deuteronomic history to illustrate the work of the Trinity of God in
the history of salvation.  He emphasized the Torah had two underlying themes in its books - that the all-powerful
God intervenes in human affairs, and a record of the “lived experience” of a nation coming to an understanding of
its role in the world.   One must remember that the history that we read today in the Bible was first a lived
experience -an oral tradition, and only later a historico-religious text.  Charlie then moved to the New Testament
and its oral tradition of the fulfillment of Jewish promise in the itinerant preacher that became our Christ.  As with
the Torah, after Jesus death, people first lived the experience of his resurrection and the creation of the early
church, and only later did they begin to write down their oral traditions.  As the writing occurred, so did the
divergence of these believing Jews into today’s separation between Jews and Christians. But the NT is not a 1st

century history book and it would be a mistake to look at it that way.  It is the story of faith seeking understanding. 
From the early church fathers and mothers to modern theologians, people of faith are to bring all their intellect to
bear upon the issue of faith in the triune God, recognizing that our doubts may not be assuaged, that all the Creeds
in the world, though well-intentioned in delineating our core beliefs, may not completely bless us with
understanding. We are to seek knowledge of God wherever we find it, and view it through the lens of our lived
experience.  [AP]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

December 16 Laura Loewen Isaiah 35:1-10 
December 23 Breakfast service 4th Advent
December 30 John Sawatzky Suffering
January 5 Henry Neufeld Membership Sunday

LLLLThe first Sunday in January is the time when we welcome new members to PGIMF. If you are interested in

formally joining this congregation at that time, please see Henry Neufeld.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



Sigh.  Another error in the church list - this time in our own e-mail We’re at (redacted).  

Message from the treasurer   There are only 5 Sundays left to complete your giving for the year 2007, and after
this service, there will be only 4 Sundays left. The church appreciates your continued regular giving to provide us
with a balance to meet our expenses and to follow up on our budgeted charitiable giving that is still to be done
($500 to CMU and to Regent College, $300 to the MCC/Sherbrooke Food Bank, and $1,500 to MCC).

The Wider Church

MBMSI     Faithful in Germany.Pray today for John and Mary Klassen, MBMS International workers in Germany.
They work in cooperation with MBMSI, teaching in the Bonn Biblical Seminary and partnering in projects and
leadership training, together with the German MB Conferences

Good Noise Vancouver Gospel Choir will be performing at at Christ Church Cathedral on December 14th and
15th. Joining the choir is a dynamic award-winning Youth Choir, the Praise Team, directed by Julio Fuentes. For
ticket information and reservations please phone (604) 269-0205 or see the  website www.goodnoisevgc.com 

Vancouver Cantata Singers   A Christmas Reprise! December 22 2007 at 2pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral
(Richards & Dunsmuir, Vancouver).   The Cantata Singers’ annual concert, a Saturday afternoon shopping-break
concert the weekend before Christmas will relieve the stress of the season and recharge our spirits. We will end the
concert of traditional and contemporary arrangements of new and beloved carols with Biebl’s famous Ave Maria. 
All welcome!

Canadian Mennonite   See the November 26th edition of the Canadian Mennonite for an article on four churches
with no paid leadership, including PGIMF, written by Henry Neufeld.  Best line in the article: “But a pastor should
not be doing things we can manage on our own anyway; that would merely be relieving us of our responsibilities.” 
Beg, borrow or steal a copy, or to maintain your halo, get your own free subscription from Henry himself.

FaithQwest 2008

The former Portable CMU has changed its name.  Peace Church is once again hosting the
series of seminars and workshops on Christian faith in modern culture.  Come hear David
Shenk, Gordon Matties, Wayne Plenert and Dan Epp-Thiessen speaking on interfaith relations,
conflict transformation, resources for healing, and film nights on Friday January 18 and
Saturday January 19, 2008.  Details are attached to this bulletin, and you are encouraged to
register for FaithQwest 2008 early to help Peace plan attendance.  Please register with Andre.  


