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Speaker:  Michael Thomas
Between the Advents: Fearful, Joyful, Hopeful Expectation

Worship leader: Veronica Dyck Song Leader: Andre Pekovich
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Peter Neudorf

Please join us after the service in the lounge for coffee and fellowship 

Last Sunday   Launching from John 18:33-37, J. Evan Kreider elaborated on the story of Jesus taken
before Pilate, having being seized, physically punished, and interrogated all night.  Jesus was then
asked by Pilate to explain why the Jewish temple society considered him such a threat to the peace
and good order of the Empire. Jesus was actually in no danger from the Jewish leadership, as they
were proscribed from killing him, notwithstanding the belief of Christians throughout history.  But
the stakes were raised in front of Pilate, and perhaps Pilate at last began to understand when he
asked “So you are then a king?” (Jn 18:37).  Though Jesus declared his kingdom was one ‘not of this
world’, he insisted it existed, anchored in ultimate truth; but Pilate remained ignorant.  Are we any
wiser?  Though always alluded to in prayers, in psalms, and in parables, this kingdom remains
unexplained.  This story of Jesus’ confrontation with Pilate, so dense in allusion, anchors our
modern understanding of Christ as King.  This feast day of Christ the King Sunday (held on Eternity
Sunday) is relatively recent, having been instituted by Pope Pius XI in response to Mussolini’s
republicanism, to remind the faithful their allegiance remained to God, not to earthly rulers.  It sits
on the same day as the older holy day of Totensonntag, a day to commemorate the dead in
Lutheran and some Anabaptist traditions.  For some of us of republican bent (particularly in North
America) the image of a King over us remains troubling, given the past malfeasance of earthly
rulers, both religious and secular. Nevertheless, Pius XI’s clarion “Christ’s peace for Christ’s
kingdom” was effective, and leaves us with questions we should continue to ask ourselves today. 
“Who do you say that I am?” is not just for Pilate but for us.  Is Jesus King to us?  A gentle
shepherd? What is our fervent hope when we pray “Thy kingdom come”? [AP]
 
PGIMF News
December 16 Connie Siedler Gift Guide (3  Advent)

rd

December 23 Service of hymns and readings - The Christmas Story
December 30th Andre Pekovich Genetic Theology
January 6th Membership Sunday

O  Membership in PGIMF    At PGIMF all are welcome to

participate fully in congregational life.  We see membership in
the church as valued and desirable; we receive it gratefully as
affirmation of our mutual desire to serve God and walk with one
another.  Anyone interested in church membership please
contact one the church board members.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF board meeting  

Monday the 10  at Ehlings
th

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


Abendmusik    The Abendmusik Vespers Choir invites you to the Advent Vespers to  worship and
meditate with sacred music and prayers conducted by Michael Murray.  Admission by offering to
the Menno Simons Centre.  8: 00 pm tonight at Knox United Church, 5600 Balaclava St. at 41st.

The Wider Church
MCC   MCC is responding to Haitian victims of Hurricane Sandy by distributing relief kits, canned
meat, and blankets. To support this relief effort, send your cheque made out to MCC BC and
marked for "Haiti Emergency Assistance" to Box 2038, 31414 Marshall Road, Abbotsford BC V2T
3T8. You can also make a donation with your credit card when you call toll free 1 888 622 6337 or
online. See http://mcccanada.ca/stories/news/mcc-responds-sandy's-devastation-haiti 

Pacific Theatre   Celebrates the Christmas Season with its returning favorite The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe, from the CS Lewis novel, running from Dec 5-15, evenings and matinees with
tickets from $18-30.  You can also see Christmas Presence, their annual favourite presentation of
music and stories for the Christmas season, now with extra shows.  Last, you too can help Pacific
Theatre in its fundraising campaign to raise $45,000 to keep the best in provocative and thoughtful
Christian theatre showing in Vancouver.  Donate by mail, cheque or on-line at 1440 W. 12  Ave,

th

Vancouver V6H 1M8, at 604-731-5483 or at  www.pacifictreatre.org/donate,

MEDA    You may have found a mailing or a newspaper insert from MEDA last week -  MEDA
became a partner of #GivingTuesday, a philanthropic movement that started in New York
City focused on spreading the joy of giving in a season of giving that was created to bring the focus
back to helping others amidst the black days of Black Friday and Cyber Monday. Join MEDA in
launching this global campaign to change the way people discover, discuss, and contribute to
philanthropy. Join the  GlobalGiving campaign (www.sparkinggrowth.org) for the EDGET project
(Ethiopians Driving Growth through Entrepreneurship and Trade), which helps 10,000 rural farmers
and weavers link to better markets and create stronger livelihoods for their families.  For more
information please contact Linda Whitmore at or Jaclyn Stief at 519-725-1633. To learn more about
#GivingTuesday, visit their website  http://www.givingtuesday.org or follow @GivingTues on
Twitter.

Malachi 2:17-3:5

 You have wearied the Lord with your words.
17

Yet you say, ‘How have we wearied him?’ By
saying, ‘All who do evil are good in the sight
of the Lord, and he delights in them.’ Or by
asking, ‘Where is the God of justice?’ 

3
  See, I am sending my messenger to
1

prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his

temple. The messenger of the covenant in
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming,
says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure

2

the day of his coming, and who can stand
when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’

soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
3

silver, and he will purify the descendants of
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until
they present offerings to the Lord in
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and

4

Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in
the days of old and as in former years.

 Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I
5

will be swift to bear witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those
who swear falsely, against those who oppress
the hired workers in their wages, the widow,
and the orphan, against those who thrust
aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the
Lord of hosts.     [NRSV]
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Luke 1:68-79

 ‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
68

   for he has looked favourably on his people
    and redeemed them.

 He has raised up a mighty saviour for us
69

   in the house of his servant David,
 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy

70

   prophets from of old,
   that we would be saved from our enemies

71

    and from the hand of all who hate us.
 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to

72

    our ancestors,
   and has remembered his holy covenant,

 the oath that he swore to our ancestor
73

    Abraham, to grant us
 that we, being rescued from
74

    the hands of our enemies,
   

   might serve him without fear, in holiness
75

    and righteousness
   before him all our days.

 And you, child, will be called the prophet of
76

    the Most High;
   for you will go before the Lord to prepare
    his ways,

 to give knowledge of salvation to his
77

    people
   by the forgiveness of their sins.

 By the tender mercy of our God,
78

   the dawn from on high will break upon us,
 to give light to those who sit in darkness 

79

   and in the shadow of death,
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.’ 

   [NRSV]

Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor
1

Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene,
during the high-priesthood of Annas and

2

Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son
of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into

3

all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins, as it is written in the book of the

4

words of the prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
   make his paths straight.
 Every valley shall be filled,

5

   and every mountain and hill shall be made
low,
   and the crooked shall be made straight,
   and the rough ways made smooth;
 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

6

   [NRSV]

Psalm 126

A Song of Ascents.
 When the Lord restored the fortunes of

1

   Zion,
   we were like those who dream.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,

2

   and our tongue with shouts of joy;
   then it was said among the nations,
   ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’
 The Lord has done great things for us,

3

   and we rejoiced.

 Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
4

   like the watercourses in the Negeb.
 May those who sow in tears

5

   reap with shouts of joy.
 Those who go out weeping,

6

   bearing the seed for sowing,
   shall come home with shouts of joy,
   carrying their sheaves.     [NRSV]



Philippians 1:3-11

 I thank my God every time I remember you,
3

constantly praying with joy in every one of
4

my prayers for all of you, because of your
5

sharing in the gospel from the first day until
now. I am confident of this, that the one who

6

began a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is

7

right for me to think this way about all of you,
because you hold me in your heart, for all of
you share in God’s grace with me, both in my
imprisonment and in the defence and

confirmation of the gospel. For God is my
8

witness, how I long for all of you with the
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my

9

prayer, that your love may overflow more and
more with knowledge and full insight to

10

help you to determine what is best, so that on
the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, having produced the harvest of

11

righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ for the glory and praise of God.  [NRSV]

Call to worship

One Praise the Lord, the God of Israel!
All He has come to his people and set them free

One Praise God who keeps his promises! 
All He set the power of salvation in the center of our lives

One Blessed be God, who brings salvation through the house of David
All Who shows mercy to our ancestors, and rescues us from evil. 

One We can worship God without fear 
All The Lord himself makes us holy and righteous, so we can serve him. 

One Praise God who raised up John the Baptist, the prophet, 
All He prepared the way, so God's people might know salvation

One God chooses to forgive our sin! He is kind! He is gentle!
All The light from heaven will break in upon us

To shine on those in the darkness, 
And in the shadow of death. 
God will show us the path of peace

 
http://calltoworship.blogspot.ca/2012/11/12-dec-9-advent-2-c.html


