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Advent III
Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service this morning will be led by Veronica Dyck;
we will be led in song by Paul Thiessen, Deberah Shears will accompany at the piano, and your usher is Erika
Hannan.   Later we will hear from Karl Brown, whose message will follow from the lectionary passages for
today.  Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the dining room.  Parents with small
children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each
month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   On December 4th, Santosh Ninan (Regent graduate, former pastor, active speaker and writer,
and presently a stay-at-home-Dad) spoke on "Love which surpasses all knowledge".   During his years in
prison, Paul had ample time to reflect, pray and write.  During those times of confinement, he became
particularly concerned that the new Christians in Ephesis be somehow corporately grounded in love, even as
they faced brokenness in their personal and corporate lives.  Every modern family, of course, carries it secrets,
hurts and concerns, and too often individuals then construct protective barriers which distance them even from
people they ostensibly love.  At times, Santosh suggested, these mental barriers can unthinkingly be carried
over into our relationship with God.  Knowing this, Paul prayed that the Ephesians could both grasp and
somehow know the love of God, a love that 'surpasses knowledge'.  Santosh dramatically contrasted believers
having a theoretical knowledge about God as opposed to them actually experiencing God's love:  Think of the
contrasts between meeting someone online via eHarmony and meeting them in person--two entirely different
things.  Santosh then made three suggestions:   (1) Take an honest emotional audit on how well you receive
love and accept forgiveness, (2) Spend time with God in quiet prayer and fasting, and (3) Dare to seek to create
close 'soul friends'.  A recent survey conducted by the Vancouver Foundation identified "isolation" as the
number one concern for Vancouverites.  Paul directly addressed this concern in his letter to the Ephesians. 
[JEK] 

PGIMF News
December 18 Carols and Songs Advent IV - Potluck Breakfast
December 25 No Service   - 
January 1 Happy New Year Henry Neufeld
January 8 - Don Teichroeb

OMembership in PGIMF    At PGIMF you are welcome to participate fully in congregational life.  We see
membership in the church as valued and desirable; we receive it gratefully as affirmation of our mutual desire
to serve God and walk with one another.  Anyone interested in church membership please contact one the
church board members.

The Wider Church
MB Mission    Pray today for Baudouin & Marie-Brigette
Nsulunka, who are missionaries pastoring at the Durban
MB Church in South Africa. Pray as they try and reach
street kids through handing out food and clothes and
reading scripture with them. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Christmas Carolling Visits!
Anyone wishing to participate in a carolling
visitation to several PGIMF members and shut-
ins this Christmas season please see Diane or
Andre with your offers.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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MCC-BC    For those who love a classical approach to Christmas music, MCC has the CD Christmas with
Family and Friends: Winter Songs and Carols by Louella Klassen Friesen & Audrey Falk Janzen. This CD is
available from MCC’s office for $20 and proceeds support MCC's Food for All projects.

Regent College    You can order your copy of The Cradle and the Crown, A Regent College Advent Reader, a
medley of reflections edited by G. Richard Thompson and containing submissions from dozens of authors and
thinkers, as you celebrate the Advent season in the company of the Regent community.  For more information
or to order your copy in time for advent, see  http://www.regent-college.edu/adventreader.php 

Vancouver Cantata Singers    Tickets are now available for the annual blockbuster Christmas concert A
Christmas Reprise.  This event is the Christmas concert of the season and takes place downtown at Holy
Rosary Cathedral.  A sellout house is predicted again this year, so purchase your tickets ($18 - available at
Brown Paper Tickets) early.  Saturday, December 17th at 2:00pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral, 646 Richards St. 
Visit the Vancouver Christmas Market around the corner on the plaza of the Queen Elizabeth Theatre at 650
Hamilton St. after the event and enjoy the sights, sounds and smells of a European Christmas.

Missions Fest    Get your programme guide and mobile app for this year’s MissionsFest (January 27-29) at
www.missionsfestvancouver.ca.   Then consider serving with Menno Simons Centre alumnus David Voth at
the Mission Opportunities table guiding people who wish to serve with agencies and organizations around the
world. David works by computer to connect people with these agencies, and is looking for people to help by
volunteering through the MissionsFest office.

 

Notice of Extraordinary General Meeting
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) British Columbia

This is an official notice and invitation to send delegates to an Extra-Ordinary General Meeting for MCC BC

which will be held on Thursday December 15th at 6:30 pm to vote on a special resolution to authorize the

board to borrow funds for the purchase of land for the construction of a new facility.  The meeting will

take place at two locations concurrently; Eben Ezer Mennonite Church, 2015 Windsor Street, Abbotsford and

Peace Mennonite Church, 11571 Daniels Road, Richmond. Each church is asked to send 1 voting delegate for

every 25 members to represent the congregation, and that each church send a list of your delegates along with

their contact information to Lisa Wolgram at MCC-BC by phone 604-850-6639. Delegates can also register

on site prior to the meeting. Full details of the proposal can be seen online at

http://bc.mcc.org/notice-extra-ordinary-general-meeting  

  - Len Block (Board Chair) and Wayne Bremner (Executive Director)

The medieval monk Caesarius of Heisterbach tells of a Cistercian lay brother who was once heard

praying: "Lord," he said, "if Thou freest me not from this temptation, I will complain of Thee to Thy

mother."

      Caesarius of Heisterbach (c. 1170-c. 1240), Cistercian monk and chronicler 
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Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,1

   because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
   to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
   and release to the prisoners;
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,2

   and the day of vengeance of our God;
   to comfort all who mourn;
 to provide for those who mourn in Zion—3

   to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
   the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,4 

   they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
   the devastations of many generations.

 Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks,5

   foreigners shall till your land and dress your vines;
 but you shall be called priests of the Lord,6

   you shall be named ministers of our God;
you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations,
   and in their riches you shall glory.

 Because their shame was double,7

   and dishonour was proclaimed as their lot,
therefore they shall possess a double portion;
   everlasting joy shall be theirs.

 For I the Lord love justice,8

   I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
   and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
 Their descendants shall be known among the9

nations,
   and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
   that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.

 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,10

   my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

 For as the earth brings forth its shoots,11

   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring
up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
   to spring up before all the nations.     [NRSV]

John 1:6-8, 19-28

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was6

John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so7

that all might believe through him. He himself was8

not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The9

true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming
into the world.

[...]

 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews19

sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it,20

but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they21

asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I
am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’

Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have22

an answer for those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?’ He said,23

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’,
as the prophet Isaiah said.

 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They24 25

asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are
neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’

John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among26

you stands one whom you do not know, the one who27

is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong
of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the28

Jordan where John was baptizing.    [NRSV]



1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

 But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to12

respect those who labour among you, and have
charge of you in the Lord and admonish you;

esteem them very highly in love because of their13

work. Be at peace among yourselves. And we14

urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers,
encourage the faint-hearted, help the weak, be
patient with all of them. See that none of you15

repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to
one another and to all. Rejoice always, pray16 17

without ceasing, give thanks in all18

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not19 20

despise the words of prophets, but test21

everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain22

from every form of evil.

 May the God of peace himself sanctify you23

entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is24

faithful, and he will do this.

 Beloved, pray for us.25

 Greet all the brothers and sisters with a holy26

kiss. I solemnly command you by the Lord that27

this letter be read to all of them.

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  28

 [NRSV]

Psalm 126
A Harvest of Joy

A Song of Ascents

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,1

   we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,2

   and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
   ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’
The Lord has done great things for us,3

   and we rejoiced.

Restore our fortunes, O Lord,4

   like the watercourses in the Negeb.
May those who sow in tears5

   reap with shouts of joy.
Those who go out weeping,6

   bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
   carrying their sheaves.     [NRSV]

Call to worship

We gather together, our God of all blessings,
to worship, praise and glorify your holy name.
You are the God of immense mercy and goodness,
whose generosity is beyond our understanding.

We gather together to celebrate the wonders
of our God’s intimate involvement with humanity.
Our God has blessed us and our ancestors,
even when we were unworthy of such blessings.

We gather together, rejoicing in the hope that God
gives us, so that even our tears can turn into joy.
Through our personal experiences of God’s goodness,
we celebrate and give thanks to our Amazing God. Amen.

© 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year B, used with permission.


