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December 13 , 2009th

Advent I1
Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship and our 3  Advent service led  by Rosie Perera, led in song byrd

Ann Marie Neudorf, accompanied by Ruth Enns, and Ike Sawatsky will be your usher.  Later we will hear a message
created by Janice Kreider entitled “What Then Should We Do?” from Luke 3:7-18, as well as from the other
lectionary texts for today.  Parents with small children, please note that arrangements have been made for child-
minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact any other parent in the
service, or any member of the church board for more information. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the
lounge after the service.

Last Sunday We held our annual Sing-along Messiah, our best effort to celebrate the Advent season with Handel’s
masterwork, featuring soloists from within our own congregation - Andre Siemens, Lisa-Dawn Kilthau, Ann Marie
Neudorf, Rosemary Bell, conducted by Eric Hannan (except for the always-recalcitrant basses demonstrating their
unwavering desire to enter the score at whatever time they should choose, and certainly not all together), and
accompanied by Kathryn Schmidt-Koslowsky. In what other congregation could so many have so much fun
demonstrating their love of accompanied music and of God, without the slightest care for talent or ability?  PGIMF
remains a truly unique church in Vancouver. [AP]

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers
December 20 Andre Pekovich Christmas Songs & Readings / Potluck brunch
December 27 Kevin Hiebert Praise & learn about God
January 3  Henry Neufeld Lectionary - John the Baptist / membership
January 10 Jeanette Hanson

Membership    At PGIMF you are welcome to participate fully in
congregational life.  We see membership in the church as valued
and desirable; we receive it gratefully as affirmation of our mutual
desire to serve God and walk with one another.  Anyone interested
in church membership please contact one the church board
members.

The Wider Church
MBMSI   Robert & Marlene are seeing how God is answering
the prayers of His people, going before them and preparing the

way.  Their new NGO venture is in the final stages of government approval. Please pray that all barriers will be
removed as they serve in this restricted access country. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Erratum
 

The current PGIMF Church Directory
incorrectly listed Ed and Frieda Epp’s
address.  Please correct it to read:
(available from webmaster)

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


MCC   Give a "Gift that Matters" when you shop with the
MCC Christmas Giving Catalogue. Visit mcc.org/Christmas
to make your selection and purchase. Gifts start at just $9
and include a gift card and project insert. For a copy of the
catalogue, see A Common Place magazine or contact the
MCC office at 1 888 622 6337.

Vancouver Cantata Singers    Please join the Cantata
Singers for A Christmas Reprise, their annual blockbuster
Christmas concert today  at 3:00 pm at the Bell Centre for
Performing Arts, Surrey, and Saturday December 19  atth

2:00 pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral.  Tickets at 604-730-
8856 or online at www.vancouvercantatasingers.com.   

Faithqwest 2010 - Found in Translation.  Putting the
‘text’ into ‘context’ is the theme of this year’s FaithQwest
at Peace Church January 15  and 16 .  This year’s talks byth th

Rad and Pat Houphan (moderated by Henry Neufeld),
Jonathan Neufeld (Seattle MC) and Vic Thiessen (Lond
Mennonite Centre) with a keynote address from Jeanette Hanson all the way from China, will address the history,
meaning and practice of contextualization in mission.  Where has it been done well?  What happens when it is done
poorly?  How do MC Canada missionaries place the faith into the cultures where they live and work?  Participate in
the discussion about how the Word of God can be found in translation through the Spirit of God working through
God’s people.  Register ($25 in advance, $30 at the door) at Peace Church at 604- 940-3368 or online at
www.lantersofhope.com/FaithQwest/index.html and please don’t forget to include your choice of workshop.

Luke 3:7-18 

 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by7

him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of8

repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have
Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every9

tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.’

 And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we10

do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats11

must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has
food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be12

baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we
do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the13

amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him,14

‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not
extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation,
and be satisfied with your wages.’

 As the people were filled with expectation, and all15

were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of16

them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who
is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his17

hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.’

 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the18

good news to the people.    [NRSV]

MCC is member of KAIROS: Canadian
Ecumenical Justice Initiatives, a consortium of
churches and church organizations dedicated to a
faithful and decisive response to God's call for
respect for the earth and justice for its people. On
November 30th, KAIROS received notice that
CIDA (Canadian International Development
Agency) had rejected its proposal for 2009-2013,
effectively ending a 35-year relationship with
CIDA and KAIROS. KAIROS was not given an
explanation for this decision, other than that their
program did not fit CIDA priorities. The proposal
was approved at every level of CIDA before
rejection. MCC encourages you to learn more at
http://ottawa.mcc.org/urgent-action-kairos and to
take action or contact Jon Nofziger at the MCC BC

office at 1-888-622-6337 or (redacted)   

http://www.vancouvercantatasingers.com


Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;14

   shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
   O daughter Jerusalem!

The Lord has taken away the judgements against you,15

   he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
   you shall fear disaster no more.

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:16

Do not fear, O Zion;
   do not let your hands grow weak.

The Lord, your God, is in your midst,17

   a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
   he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing

   as on a day of festival.18

I will remove disaster from you,
   so that you will not bear reproach for it.

I will deal with all your oppressors19

   at that time.
And I will save the lame
   and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
   and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home,
   at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
   among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
   before your eyes, says the Lord.     [NRSV]

Isaiah 12:2-6

You will say on that day:1

I will give thanks to you, O Lord,
   for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away,
   and you comforted me.

Surely God is my salvation;2

   I will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the Lord God  is my strength and my might;
   he has become my salvation.

 With joy you will draw water from the wells of3

salvation. And you will say on that day:4

Give thanks to the Lord,
   call on his name;
make known his deeds among the nations;
   proclaim that his name is exalted.

Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously;5

   let this be known in all the earth.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,6

   for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  
[NRSV]

Philippians 4:4-7

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.4

Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is5

near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by6

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your

requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,7

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.     [NRSV]


