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Welcome to our annual Sing-along Messiah Sunday service at Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  For
today’s service, our worship service and scriptural texts was designed by Evan Kreider, Eric Hannan will lead us
through a selection of favourite choruses from Handel’s The Messiah, Kathryn Schmidt will accompany on the
piano, and Hilda Unger is your usher.   Parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during
the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service.  Please join us in the
lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship to enjoy the best of the Advent season!

Last Sunday   On December 7th, 2008, Janice spoke on "The Book of Lamentations as Background to Isaiah 40".
Isaiah 40 suddenly speaks of comfort and peace, using words that have become beloved through Handel's music.
But why this sudden shift in the Book of Isaiah? Scholars now think that more than 100 years separated Isaiah 39
from Isaiah 40. There had been a brief interval of peace, during which King Hezekiah (foolishly) showed off all
his treasures to an envoy from the up-and-coming city-nation, Babylon. Babylon soon decided that small
Jerusalem was worth 'colonizing', and the sufferings began in earnest. The Book of Lamentations is best
understood as being inserted into this historical gap (ch. 39--40) in Isaiah. Of the first two chapters of
Lamentations, each verse begins with the next letter of the Hebraic alphabet (helping readers commit the poetry to
memory). There are two voices, those of the narrator and the feminine voice of the Daughter of Zion.
Lamentations is often ignored by evangelicals because of its inherent problems: (1) the downplaying of the
admission of sins, (2) God is portrayed as an abuser who brings suffering on Judah, (3) the severity of the
punishment ("is there any sorrow like my sorrow?") and agony which is only amplified by the lack of spiritual
support, (4) the call to punish the enemy (also heard in the Psalms but not the New Testament), and (5) the lack of
response from God, for God's silence in Lamentations gives
even greater prominence to the book's complaints (unlike the
Book of Job in which God has a voice). However, this book is
useful to us. It sets up the second half of the Book of Isaiah and
writings attributed to other prophets, it gives voice to suffering
(the sort of strident voice we would appreciate if we really
suffered), it reminds us that life is complex, and it raises serious
questions about God's role in the world's suffering. [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
December 21 Songs of Christmas 4th Advent
December 28 Kevin Hiebert 1st Sunday of Christmas
January 4 Henry Neufeld Epiphany
January 11 Steve Berg -

The next  "A Generous Orthodoxy" study/discussion group will meet at the Hintz home on Wednesday, Dec. 17,
at 10:00 am.  All welcome.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Membership
If you wish to discuss becoming a member of
PGIMF, please see any member of the board
on the back of your church list, or one of the
people listed at the bottom of this bulletin.
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TThe Wider Church

MBMSI    As you remember Bob & Chris Davis this week, MBMS International workers serving with the Hope 4
Thailand team, pray that God would provide for and bless them as they begin to build a place of worship. The
building will be a very Thai style open-sided structure, called a "Sala", made of wood and bamboo.

MCC   Christmas Gift Ideas that make sense! We are facing tough economic times but that doesn’t mean you
can’t share gifts with those you love. MCC Thrift Shops are filled with treasures that will make great gifts
for anyone on your list – check out the article in the Canadian Mennonite (Vol. 12, No. 22, Nov. 10 Issue)
written by Angelika Dawson. 

Christmas giving ideas for that hard-to-shop-for person on your list – how about a well in Mozambique?
Or seeds and tools for a farmer in Ethiopia? How about an education for a child in Cambodia? The
Christmas Giving Catalogue has great gift ideas and helps those who really need it. 

Christmas giving has never been easier or more meaningful now that you can give a gift through the MCC
Christmas Giving Catalogue. Visit mcc.org/Christmas or call the MCC BC office to receive your copy: 
1(888) 622-6337.

Join the Vancouver Cantata Singers this holiday season for two delightful afternoon concerts of Christmas
music brimming with yuletide joy. Escape from the cold and warm your heart with sparkling carols, both
traditional and contemporary. Saturday’s concert is on December 20th at 2:00pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral, tickets
$12.  Sunday’s FREE concert held December 21st at 2:00pm at St. James Anglican, 303 East Cordova Street will
fill up quickly so come early.  Single tickets to A Christmas Reprise are available through the Cantata Singers
office by phone at 604.730.8856, in person at Sikora’s Classical Records (432 West Hastings Street, Vancouver)
or online.

Plan  to  attend  FaithQwest  2009: Glimpses of God on January 16 & 17 at Peace Mennonite Church in
Richmond.  The speakers will be Harry Huebner and Glen Klassen from CMU and Gareth Brandt from CBC. 
Relevant for all ages and levels of learning!  For more information, please see 
www.lanternsofhope.com/FaithQwest/index.html.   Registration details and more information to follow, mark
your calendars! 

Home for Rent:  7231 Sherbrooke St., (the Schowalter home!)  5 bdrm + den, 2 1/2 bath, fridge, stove, double 
garage.  On  a  quiet  street  near  park,  school  and  bus  routes.  Walk  to  Sherbrooke Mennonite Church. No
pets, no smoking. Available Feb. 1 or sooner if needed. References required. $2000/mo.+ utilities. Call
604-948-1105. 

Mennonite World Conference 2009 in Paraguay: Please register soon if you would like to go. Inclusive group
tours, organized by professional tour operators, are filling up.  The major travel concern continues to be the
limited airline seats into Asuncion, so please reserve your flights early. Registration forms for the MWC can be
downloaded from www.mwc-cmm.org.

Brass and Organ Concert, December 16 at 7:30 pm at St John’s Shaughnessy.  Come hear a program of seasonal
music and carol sing-along, with the VSO Brass Quintet and Terry Fullerton, organ. Adults $20, seniors and
students $15. Children 12 and under free. Tickets at the door only.


