
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Potluck Christmas Breakfast
Please come early next week
with your favourite Christmas
breakfast dish to our Potluck
Breakfast before our 10:30am
Sunday service.  Bring your
guests and friends for our
starting time of 9:30 am. 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org 

December 7th , 2014
Rosie Perera             Advent and the Book of Revelation

Worship leader: Kevin Hiebert Music: J. Evan Kreider
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday    featured our annual Sing-along Messiah to the accompaniment of Ruth Enns on piano,
conducted by Andrea Siemens, with readings from Doug Medley, and solos from Ann Marie
Mossman, Andrea Siemens, Rosemary Bell, and the assembled women’s voices on “He was Despised” 
Listen to the final aria of the audio MP3 recording from Dec 7th 2014 at http://www.pgimf.org/audio/2014-12-07-messiahsingalong.mp3 

Two Sundays Ago    Tony Tremblett spoke on "Ruin, Reformation, Redemption and Restoration" based on
Micah 5:2-5 for the first Sunday of Advent. The prophet Micah was a "turbulent priest" with the courage to
criticize those in authority for ignoring the down-trodden. He foretold the coming of Christ from the little town
of Bethlehem (House of Bread) as one step in God's plan for the salvation of humanity. How can we "do justice,
love kindness, and walk humbly with God" in our daily lives? [KH]
Listen to the sermon audio MP3 recording from Nov. 30th, 2014 at www.pgimf.org/audio/2014-11-30-tonytremblett.mp3 

PGIMF News
December 21 Jenna Veenbaas Mary / Advent IV
December 28 Andre Pekovich Carpe Diem
January 4 Henry Neufeld Raising Cain
January 11 Winston Pratt TBA

O  Membership in PGIMF    At PGIMF you are welcome to
participate fully in congregational life.  We see membership in the
church as valued and desirable; we receive it gratefully as affirmation
of our mutual desire to serve God and walk with one another.  Anyone
interested in church membership please contact one the church board
members listed at the bottom of this page.

Snow Days   You will see this weekly reminder to check the PGIMF
website by 8:30 on Sunday mornings when snow is expected or has
fallen, to find out if the service has been cancelled.  The worship leader
for each Sunday will be responsible for checking the conditions (walks
shovelled, road conditions, etc.) in the area of the church with an appropriate person (residence coordinators
or other church members in West Point Grey) and will "call off" the service as decided in their sole discretion.

PGIMF church board meeting Tuesday Dec. 16th at 7:00 pm at Andre’s.

Website of the day    Church For Vancouver is a new website by one-time Christian Info News writer Flyn
Ritchie focussing on community events, justice, issues, and a blog, it works to have th eM<Etro Vancouver
churches speak with one voice.  http://churchforvancouver.ca/ 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@@pgimf.org
http://www.pgimf.org/audio/2014-12-07-messiahsingalong.mp3
http://www.pgimf.org/audio/2014-11-30-tonytremblett.mp3
http://churchforvancouver.ca/about/


New friends
We’re so pleased to welcome
Rod and Kathi Suderman as
regular attenders at PGIMF. 
They would like you to contact
them at (contact information
available from webmaster)

dear point grey mennonite church

I still cherish the best memories from when I stayed at the Menno Simons Centre in 2000/1 for one year. It is still a most
memorable year not only because I met my future wife but also because I felt at home, truly at home in Vancouver
embedded in a Christian community at MSC.  Now, about 14 years later I would like to return to West Point Grey.
Things have changed, e.g. I got married to that girl and together we raise two wonderfully naughty boys aged 3 and 5.

Working as a high school history teacher in Switzerland (Zofingen) I was granted an educational leave next spring in
order to prepare the implementation of the bilingual program at our school... When I contacted West Point Grey
Academy down the road they were very open and we agreed on an internship.

We are looking for appropriate accommodation nearby. I know from experience that at the Menno Simon Centre only
one bedroom accommodation is provided. Would it be possible to post this email at the pinboard of the church? Or
attach it to a weekly letter? Do you know anyone with open doors / a two bedroom apartment for rent in the West
Point Grey neighborhood?  We are a Swiss family (2 adults, 2 kids) searching for a 2 bedroom apartment / house for
rent from Mid-April till Mid-June 2015.   please contact me: (contact information available from webmaster) 

many thanks in advance for your help! 
kind regards

MIchael Schwaller

Wider Church
The Gallery at Regent College   You are invited to the closing
days of Winter is Coming, an art exhibit by Brie Neilson and Ian
Moar.   In a time of bleak landscapes and quiet hibernation,
Neilson and Moar portray flecks of light and colour – glimpses of
hope that help us endure the struggle and hardship of a grey
winter season.  Til December 19th.

MCC-BC is low on “emergency response dollars”.  With conflict and
disaster filling the news in the past year, MCC has responded by
providing basic human needs for people in Ukraine, the Philippines, Syria, and many other countries
around the world. But with so many areas in need, our resources to respond to these conflicts are
running low. Please donate to our emergency relief fund at www.donate.mcccanada.ca/cause/relief#.

Mennonite Church Canada has already sent some bridge funding to our Philippines ministry
partners to address immediate food and medicine needs in the wake of Typhoon Hagupit (known
locally as Typhoon Ruby). This will help address urgent needs along with assistance from other
agencies including Mennonite Central Committee. Please help support victims of this tropical storm
via https://donate.mennonitechurch.ca/project/Hagupit  

Revelation 6:9-11
(Souls under the altar saying “How Long?”)

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the
altar the souls of those who had been
slaughtered for the word of God and for the
testimony they had given; 10they cried out with a
loud voice, ‘Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how
long will it be before you judge and avenge our

blood on the inhabitants of the earth?’ 11They
were each given a white robe and told to rest a
little longer, until the number would be complete
both of their fellow-servants and of their
brothers and sisters, who were soon to be killed
as they themselves had been killed.      [NRSV]

mailto:michael.schwaller@gmx.ch
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Revelation 10:1-7
(The Angel with the Little Scroll)

1And I saw another mighty angel coming down
from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow
over his head; his face was like the sun, and his
legs like pillars of fire. 2He held a little scroll open
in his hand. Setting his right foot on the sea and
his left foot on the land, 3he gave a great shout,
like a lion roaring. And when he shouted, the
seven thunders sounded. 4And when the seven
thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I
heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Seal up what
the seven thunders have said, and do not write it

down.’ 5Then the angel whom I saw standing on
the sea and the land raised his right hand to
heaven
6   and swore by him who lives for ever and ever,
who created heaven and what is in it, the earth
and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it:
‘There will be no more delay, 7but in the days
when the seventh angel is to blow his trumpet,
the mystery of God will be fulfilled, as he
announced to his servants the prophets.’

[NRSV[]

Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11
(The Good News of Deliverance)

1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because
the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the
oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to
the prisoners; 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, and
the day of vengeance of our God;
   to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to
give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the
mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness, the
planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall
raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities, the
devastations of many generations. 

[..]

8 For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and
wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their
recompense, and I will make an everlasting
covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants shall be known among the
nations, and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge that they are
a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole
being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of
salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself
with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with
her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as
a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and
praise to spring up before all the nations.



Revelation 12:1-6, 13-17
(The Woman and the Dragon)

1A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.
2She was pregnant and was crying out in birth
pangs, in the agony of giving birth. 3Then
another portent appeared in heaven: a great red
dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and
seven diadems on his heads. 4His tail swept down
a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to
the earth. Then the dragon stood before the
woman who was about to bear a child, so that he
might devour her child as soon as it was born.
5And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is
to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. But her
child was snatched away and taken to God and
to his throne; 6and the woman fled into the
wilderness, where she has a place prepared by
God, so that there she can be nourished for one
thousand two hundred and sixty days.

7 And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his
angels fought against the dragon. The dragon
and his angels fought back, 8but they were
defeated, and there was no longer any place for
them in heaven. 9The great dragon was thrown
down, that ancient serpent, who is called the
Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole
world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him.

10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven,
proclaiming,
‘Now have come the salvation and the power
   and the kingdom of our God
   and the authority of his Messiah,

  for the accuser of our comrades has been
   thrown down,
   who accuses them day and night before our
  God.
11 But they have conquered him by the blood of
   the Lamb
   and by the word of their testimony,
  for they did not cling to life even in the face of
   death.
12 Rejoice then, you heavens
   and those who dwell in them!
  But woe to the earth and the sea,
   for the devil has come down to you
  with great wrath,
   because he knows that his time is short!’ 

13 So when the dragon saw that he had been
thrown down to the earth, he pursued the
woman who had given birth to the male child.
14But the woman was given the two wings of the
great eagle, so that she could fly from the
serpent into the wilderness, to her place where
she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a
time. 15Then from his mouth the serpent poured
water like a river after the woman, to sweep her
away with the flood. 16But the earth came to the
help of the woman; it opened its mouth and
swallowed the river that the dragon had poured
from his mouth. 17Then the dragon was angry
with the woman, and went off to make war on
the rest of her children, those who keep the
commandments of God and hold the testimony
of Jesus. [NRSV]

Wisdom Corner

I actually believe that what it means to know and trust God is to trust that Love is the
source, heart, engine, and goal of life ....  Once we begin with outpouring love as the
foundational pattern of reality, and love as the very shape of God, then everything
somehow has to fall into that same family resemblance.  If this is the Creator, then
somehow this must be the DNA of all of the creatures.

- Richard Rohr, Love Is What Is, November 23, 2014


