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Thomas Bergen - Matthew and Luke
The Theologians and Theologies of Christmas

Worship leader: Erna Friesen Song Leader: Edwin Hintz
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Peter Neudorf

Last Sunday  John Friesen, in “Experiencing God”, examined the historical period we worship in today
with its diversity, and related our experience to the Christmas season.  The post-modern age we worship in
is notable for its insecurity and anxiety despite great wealth and lack of want for the vast majority. Our
worship darts in many different directions, from relating sustainable agriculture to the church, dreaming
dreams, to reinterpreting scripture in service of new paradigms. Our thirst for God has developed a
different shape in a “century without God”, one that demanded rational explanations for belief, yet now
turns to feelings and emotions for validation. Diana Butler Bass’s book “Christianity after Religion” asks us
to consider our estrangement from God and turn our hearts toward Him. Reasons for our estrangement
may include lack of purpose in life,  fear of others, guilt, resentment, striving for riches and need for
approval. John suggests that our inability to sense God with us at all times may emphasize our
separateness, and comments from Philip Yancey that “Any relationship involves times of closeness and
times of distance... the pendulum will swing from one side to the other”.  Thus does the faith of the mystics
model for us the way in which our journey should go.  A mystical experience of John’s, when young, was
foundational to his trust that God would always be with him. Thus the message of Luke’s Christmas story
(2:10-12)  is as current today as two thousand years ago, as theologians as prominent as Barth
acknowledge - because “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so”.   [AP]  

PGIMF News
December 22nd Readings and Music for Christmas 4th Advent
December 29th Hospitality and Food in the words of Robert Farrar Capon
January 5th Henry Neufeld Membership Sunday
January 12th Tim Tse TBA

OMembership in PGIMF    At PGIMF you are welcome to participate fully in congregational life.  We
see membership in the church as valued and desirable; we receive it gratefully as affirmation of our
mutual desire to serve God and walk with one another.  Anyone interested in church membership
please contact one the church board members listed at the bottom of this page.

Wider Church
MCC   See the 2013 Christmas Giving Catalogue in the Fall 2013 issue of a Common Place magazine.
If you do not receive a Common Place and would like a copy, please contact our office. You can also
view the catalog online at https://donate.mcc.org/christmas-giving/video  

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
https://donate.mcc.org/christmas-giving/video


Vancouver Cantata Singers  invite you to the Cantata Singers Annual Advent Christmas Reprise at
Holy Rosary Cathedral (646 Richards St.) on Saturday December 21st.  A refreshing break from the
noisy hubbub of Christmas preparations, you’ll relax in sublime reflection with historic sounds of the
season in a sanctuary made for this kind of worshipful music.  Tickets $20 at
www.brownpapertickets.com or maybe even from a member of the choir.

Matthew 16:13-17

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the
Son of Man is?”  14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others,
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”  16

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are
you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in
heaven.    [NIV]

2 Samuel 7:11b-14a

“‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: 12 When your days are
over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh
and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and
I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son.    [NIV]

Psalm 2:1-8

1 Why do the nations conspire
    and the peoples plot in vain?
2 The kings of the earth rise up
    and the rulers band together
    against the Lord and against his anointed,
    saying,
3 “Let us break their chains
    and throw off their shackles.”

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs;
    the Lord scoffs at them.
5 He rebukes them in his anger

    and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,
6 “I have installed my king
    on Zion, my holy mountain.”

7 I will proclaim the Lord’s decree:

He said to me, “You are my son;
    today I have become your father.
8 Ask me,
    and I will make the nations your inheritance,
    the ends of the earth your possession.    [NIV]

Mark 1:9-11

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as
Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on
him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well
pleased.”    [NIV]

http://www.brownpapertickets.com


Romans 1:1-7

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the
gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who
as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was
appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5

Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes
from faith for his name’s sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to
Jesus Christ.  7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people:  Grace and
peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.   [NIV]

Matthew 1:18-25

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married
to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19

Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins.”  22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through
the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”
(which means “God with us”).

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary
home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he
gave him the name Jesus.    [NIV]

Matthew 2:1-2; 13-18a, 19-21

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came
to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.”

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take
the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search
for the child to kill him.”  14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for
Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders
to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with
the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was
fulfilled:

18 “A voice is heard in Ramah,
    weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children



    and refusing to be comforted,
    because they are no more.”

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20and said, “Get up,
take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the
child’s life are dead.”  21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel.   
[NIV] 

Luke 2:1-3; 8-14

1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  3And
everyone went to their own town to register.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 

10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah,
the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”    [NIV]


