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Speaker: Connie Siedler  Gift Guide

Worship leader: Laura Eriksson Song Leader: Michael Thomas
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Helmut Lemke

Please join us after the service in the lounge for coffee and fellowship 

Last Sunday   Michael Thomas, on the 2  Sunday of Advent, noted Handel’s inspiration for The
nd

Messiah that we sang the previous Sunday drew from Zechariah, and that this Sunday’s texts are
equal to it in inspiration.  Beginning by asking ‘What is Advent?’, Michael first noted that as a child,
it was equivalent to Christmas, also called “‘Ad-vend’... when merchandisers religiously remind
everyone how few shopping days remain til Xmas”.  A sacred time that spans both religious
tradition and secular culture, it is a time of fearful, joyful and expectant longing for a king who
came and is to come again.  From the Greek parousia (coming alongside with) Michael noted the
day’s text from Malachi 2:17-3:5 appears to give a sunny reassurance to the people of God.  Put in
its proper context, though, it is reassuring only in terms a prisoner in the dock might find
comforting, because the rest of the book presents the Lord’s case against Israel. Malachi’s people
see no need to repent and are incredulous that the Lord should take issue with them - “to purify
the sons of Levi.” Though the Lord’s messenger is already in his temple, all is not right with the
world, so we, like Malachi’s Israel, are to hope and pray for all to be made right.  Luke 1:68-79 sings
the same hymn of joy at deliverance, telling the story of the priest Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth
at the advent of their baby, John the Baptist. After Zechariah’s nine months of silence, the song of
joy that explodes from his lips at the birth is a testament to might acts of salvation (soteria) that the
Lord performs to all out of his steadfast love and faithfulness (chesed)
to his people.  Philippians 3:1-11 gives yet more guidance as to how
we are to live in the time between Advents - the already-but-not-yet -
in confidence that the Lord is still at work in our lives long after Jesus’
time.  We too are called to reflect his perfection in our lives in this
season of waiting. [AP]

PGIMF News
December 23 Service of hymns and readings - The Christmas Story
December 30th Andre Pekovich Spiritual Genetics
January 6th Membership Sunday
January 13  Derek Carr Lectionary texts

th

O  Membership in PGIMF    At PGIMF all are welcome to participate fully in congregational life. 

We see membership in the church as valued and desirable; we receive it gratefully as affirmation of
our mutual desire to serve God and walk with one another.  Anyone interested in church
membership please contact one the church board members.

Deftness with donations This year has 53 Sundays, but only 3 are left to make a donation.  The
last day for receiving donations will be Sunday, December 30th. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF potluck breakfast 
 Next Sunday at 9:00 am

All welcome!

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


Carol singing    Everyone is invited to join as carollers on
Sunday, Dec. 23rd beginning in the afternoon. Those who
wish to sing, and those who wish to be sung to, please let
Diane Ehling know, for this is our second year of getting
out into the community and visiting members at their
residences, and sharing a few Christmas goodies as well.
Please email if you are interested.

Seasonal thanks    PGIMF recently sent a donation of $500 to CMU.  The thank you letter included
the sentence:  "we understand our mission as opening ways for students to encounter God within a
combination of rigorous academic work, deep compassion, effective skill and the motivation
towards action."  The letter also had a hand written note by the new president, Cheryl Pauls:
"Thanks so much! PGIMF remains dear to me!"

The Wider Church
MCC    Philippine Typhoon Response: MCC , together with Peacebuilder Community, is working on
a response to Typhoon Bopha.  Response will include distribution of food and non-food items in
Mindanao. To contribute, make cheques payable to MCC BC, marked for  "Philippines Typhoon" and
mail to MCC BC 31414 Marshall Road, Box 2038 Abbotsford, BC V2T 1P5 or call 604 850 6639 or toll
free 1 888 622 6337. Donations online can be made at donate.mcc.org 

Pacific Theatre   Celebrates the Christmas Season with its returning favorite The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe, from the CS Lewis novel, running from Dec 5-15, evenings and matinees with
tickets from $18-30.  You can also see Christmas Presence, their annual favourite presentation of
music and stories for the Christmas season, now with extra shows.  Last, you too can help Pacific
Theatre in its fundraising campaign to raise $45,000 to keep the best in provocative and thoughtful
Christian theatre showing in Vancouver.  Donate by mail, cheque or on-line at 1440 W. 12  Ave,

th

Vancouver V6H 1M8, at 604-731-5483 or at  www.pacifictreatre.org/donate,

MB Herald    The Centre for Mennonite Brethren Studies is pleased to announce the
digitization of the entire collection of the MB Herald from 1962 through 2012. Contact Jon
Isaak (e-mail available from webmaster) at the Centre for  MB Studies in Winnipeg to order
your USB drive for only $30 (includes taxes and shipping). 

Phillipians 4:4-7

Exhortations

 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of
2

the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you
3

also, my loyal companion, help these women,
for they have struggled beside me in the work
of the gospel, together with Clement and the
rest of my co-workers, whose names are in
the book of life.

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
4

Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
5

everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
6

about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your

requests be made known to God. And the
7

peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever
8

is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. Keep on doing the things

9

that you have learned and received and heard
and seen in me, and the God of peace will be
with you.     NRSV]

Autobiography
Erna Friesen has released her
autobiography We Live and Move and
Have our Being from Friesen Press
and reviewers have pronounced it
fascinating.  See her for your copy. 

http://mcccanada.ca/stories/news/
http://www.pacifictreatre.org/donate


John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the
1

Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things

2 3

came into being through him, and without
him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being in him was life, and the life

4

was the light of all people. The light shines in
5

the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

 There was a man sent from God, whose
6

name was John. He came as a witness to
7

testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. He himself was not the light,

8

but he came to testify to the light. The true
9

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming
into the world.

 He was in the world, and the world came
10

into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his own,

11

and his own people did not accept him. But
12

to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood or of the

13

will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.

 And the Word became flesh and lived
14

among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace
and truth. (John testified to him and cried

15

out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who
comes after me ranks ahead of me because
he was before me.” ’) From his fullness we

16

have all received, grace upon grace. The law
17

indeed was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has

18

ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him
known.     [NRSV]

Zephaniah 3:14-20

 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
14

   shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
   O daughter Jerusalem!

 The Lord has taken away the judgements
15

against you,
   he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
   you shall fear disaster no more.

 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
16

Do not fear, O Zion;
   do not let your hands grow weak.

 The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
17

   a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
   he will renew you in his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing
   as on a day of festival.

18

I will remove disaster from you,
   so that you will not bear reproach for it.

 I will deal with all your oppressors
19

   at that time.
And I will save the lame
   and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
   and renown in all the earth.

 At that time I will bring you home,
20

   at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
   among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
   before your eyes, says the Lord.     [NRSV]

Anagram of the week.

An anagram is a word or phrase which, when rearranged, uses the same letters to produce a
different meaning. One of the foremost practioners of this art is in our own fellowship and
offers:

Lead us not into temptation    =      A loud petition: "test not man!"


