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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today, our service of scripture, readings and songs will be
led by Veronica Dyck, Erna Friesen will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Hilda
Unger is your usher.   Parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if
they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service.  Please join us in the lounge after the
service for coffee and fellowship to enjoy the best of the Advent season!

Last Sunday   We held our annual singalong Messiah with about forty attenders singing all parts of our favourite
choruses.  Many thanks to Ann Marie Neudorf and Andrea Siemens for solos, and Ruth Enns and Kathryn
Schmidt for accompanying on the piano. 

Two Sundays ago    On December 7th, 2008, Janice spoke on
"The Book of Lamentations as Background to Isaiah 40". Isaiah
40 suddenly speaks of comfort and peace, using words that have
become beloved through Handel's music. But why this sudden
shift in the Book of Isaiah? Scholars now think that more than
100 years separated Isaiah 39 from Isaiah 40. There had been a
brief interval of peace, during which King Hezekiah (foolishly)

showed off all his treasures to an envoy from the up-and-coming city-nation, Babylon. Babylon soon decided that
small Jerusalem was worth 'colonizing', and the sufferings began in earnest. The Book of Lamentations is best
understood as being inserted into this historical gap (ch. 39--40) in Isaiah. Of the first two chapters of
Lamentations, each verse begins with the next letter of the Hebraic alphabet (helping readers commit the poetry to
memory). There are two voices, those of the narrator and the feminine voice of the Daughter of Zion.
Lamentations is often ignored by evangelicals because of its inherent problems: (1) the downplaying of the
admission of sins, (2) God is portrayed as an abuser who brings
suffering on Judah, (3) the severity of the punishment ("is there
any sorrow like my sorrow?") and agony which is only amplified
by the lack of spiritual support, (4) the call to punish the enemy
(also heard in the Psalms but not the New Testament), and (5) the
lack of response from God, for God's silence in Lamentations
gives even greater prominence to the book's complaints (unlike
the Book of Job in which God has a voice). However, this book is
useful to us. It sets up the second half of the Book of Isaiah and
writings attributed to other prophets, it gives voice to suffering
(the sort of strident voice we would appreciate if we really suffered), it reminds us that life is complex, and it
raises serious questions about God's role in the world's suffering.   [JEK]

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

(   Potluck breakfast next week!  Our

Christmas breakfast begins at 9:00 am with
service to follow at 10:00 am.  All

welcome! 

Membership
If you wish to discuss becoming a member of
PGIMF, please see any member of the board
on the back of your church list, or one of the
people listed at the bottom of this bulletin.
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PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
December 28 Kevin Hiebert 1st Sunday of Christmas
January 4 Helmut Isaak Epiphany
January 11 Steve Berg -
January 18 Rosemary Monreau Lingana Foundation - Africa

TThe Wider Church

MBMSI   Kevin & Wendy, have recently committed to
serving alongside Samir & Lewiza in strategic media
ministry to North Africans. Pray for Kevin's involvement
in follow-up ministry and in the development of an online
Bible school for North African believers.

MCC   Christmas Gift Ideas that make sense!  
Christmas giving ideas for that hard-to-shop-for person on
your list – how about a well in Mozambique? Or seeds and
tools for a farmer in Ethiopia? How about an education for
a child in Cambodia? The Christmas Giving Catalogue has
great gift ideas and helps those who really need it. 

MCC     Mennonite Central Committee would like to wish all of you a blessed Christmas season as we celebrate
the birth of Jesus. We have a special greeting on our website, our gift to you from around the world. Visit
www.mcc.org  and click on "Peace on Earth". 

Plan  to  attend  FaithQwest  2009: Glimpses of God on January 16 & 17 at Peace Mennonite Church in
Richmond.  The speakers will be Harry Huebner and Glen Klassen from CMU and Gareth Brandt from CBC. 
Relevant for all ages and levels of learning!  For more information, please see 
www.lanternsofhope.com/FaithQwest/index.html.   Registration details and more information to follow, mark
your calendars! 

Home for Rent:  7231 Sherbrooke St., (the Schowalter home!)  5 bdrm + den, 2 1/2 bath, fridge, stove, double 
garage.  On  a  quiet  street  near  park,  school  and  bus  routes.  Walk  to  Sherbrooke Mennonite Church. No
pets, no smoking. Available Feb. 1 or sooner if needed. References required. $2000/mo.+ utilities. Call
604-948-1105. 

Mennonite World Conference 2009 in Paraguay: Please register soon if you would like to go. Inclusive group
tours, organized by professional tour operators, are filling up.  The major travel concern continues to be the
limited airline seats into Asuncion, so please reserve your flights early. Registration forms for the MWC can be
downloaded from www.mwc-cmm.org.

Camp Squeah   As new construction enhances the accommodations offered, we remain thankful for a conference
of churches who support the vision that Camp Squeah continues to make a significant, beneficial difference in the
lives of families, churches and communities.  We are also very grateful to the friends of Squeah who have so
generously given of their time and resources to help overcome the variety of challenges we have faced in 2008. 
To you who might still be considering a way to contribute in 2008, the opportunities are many, and you are invited
to call Rob Tiessen at 1-800-380-2267 (ext 102) or e-mail  rob@squeah.com.  If you prefer,  you can donate
directly online via our website at www.squeah.com. 

Christmas Greetings from Old Friends

We would like to express our appreciation for
your friendship and the community life we have
experienced with you over the years. We are not
able to participate there with you in Vancouver
anymore, but we miss you all and are enriched
by many wonderful memories. We wish each
and every one a merry and holy Christmas.

 Sincerely, Janet and Ernie



LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE

One: We  have  lit  three  candles—for  hope, for peace,  and for joy.  Today we light the  fourth 
candle—the  candle  of  love.  With  this  flame  we signify the love of God that  surrounds  and
fills  us at  all  times,  but that we recognize in a special way in the Christmas  story.  There is no
greater power than love. It is stronger than rulers and empires, stronger than grief or despair,
stronger even than death. We love, because God loves us. 

 

All: Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Christmas season. 

As these candles are lit, light our lives with your imagination. 

Show us the creative power of hope. 

Teach us the peace that comes from justice. 

Fill  us  with  the  kind  of  joy  that  cannot  be  contained,  but  must  be shared. 

Magnify  your  love  within  us. 

Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ. Amen.

 

SCRIPTURE
2 Samuel 7:1-11

1Now when the  king was settled in his house, and 
the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
“See now, I am living in a house of  cedar, but the 
ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the
king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the
Lord is with you.”

4But that same night the word of the Lord came to
Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus says
the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to
live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt  to this 
day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a
tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among
all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word
with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I

commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, 
“Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 
8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant
David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you
from the pasture, from following the sheep to  be
prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with
you wherever you went, and have cut off all your
enemies from before you; and I will  make for you
a great name, like the name of the great ones of the
earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people 
Israel and will plant them, so that they may live  in
their own place, and be disturbed no more; and 
evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly,
11from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your
enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that
the Lord will make you a house.   [NRSV]

Luke 1:26-38

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by
God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one!  The Lord is with you.”  29But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what

sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son 
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will



reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the 
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”
35The angel said to her,  “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will  overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 

36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also  conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her  who was said to be barren. 37For
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then
Mary said,  “Here am  I, the  servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word.” Then the
angel departed from her.    [NRSV]

LITANY FOR CHRIST'S COMING

(week 4)

One As the days of Advent hasten on and we draw nearer to the day of Christ's coming, let us pray
with fervent hearts for the needs of the world:

All Come, Lord Jesus, and do not tarry.

 
One Lord Christ, in joy and anticipation, we await your coming with lamps lighted and hearts aglow

with faith.

All Come  now  and  illumine  the  whole  universe.

 
One All creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God.

All Come soon and save those who wait in darkness.

 
One The suffering and the poor look to you for their hope.

All Come and raise us to glory in your presence.

 
One The troubled and oppressed have no where to turn but to you.

All Come  quickly  and  banish  the  powers  of  evil  and  darkness  around  us.

 
One The sick and weary, the dying and faint-hearted cry out in their despair.

All Come  and  bring  us  eternal  wholeness  and  health.

 
One Even the martyrs and the blessed dead make their plea, "O Lord, how long?"

All Come now and give us eternal life.

 
One The Spirit and the Church cry out:

All Come, Lord Jesus.

 
One All those who await your appearance pray:

All Come, Lord Jesus.

 
One The whole creation pleads:

All Come, Lord Jesus.

 
One Hearken to the prayers of your servants, Lord Jesus. By the sign of the manger of Bethlehem, give

us hope in the promise of your return. Come quickly, Lord, and bring us to the joys of heaven,
where we will praise you with the Father and the Holy Spirit forever and ever.

All     Amen.


