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Glow in the Dark Bowling
Tuesday, Dec. 28th, 7 pm 

Varsity Ridge 5 Pin at 2120 West 15th Ave. (at
Arbutus) 
All are invited to join us for a game of glow in the
dark bowling. 4 lanes have been booked for our
group. Please let Diane know on Sunday if you
can join us. If we have more than 20 people
going, I will reserve more lanes. Hope you can
join us in this fun and frolicking event.

Diane Ehling & the Social Committee

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

December 26, 2004
A Saviour Is Born

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by J. Evan
Kreider who will lead us in some favourite Christmas Carols, Susie Funk will be accompanying on the piano, and
Erna Friesen is your usher. Parents are encouraged to make their own arrangements for child-minding during the
service.  Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge. 

Last Sunday:   On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, Henry Hildebrand spoke of the concept of God being with us
(Immanuel). Although we often ask that God "will be with" someone, just what do we expect of God? In order to
help us answer this question for ourselves, Henry surveyed scriptures, selecting stories which spoke of God being
with people. Enoch (Gen. 5.22) "walked with God". Elijah, a "man of God" victoriously stood up against pagan
worship, and yet suffered severe self doubt and depression until being restored by God's presence (2 Kings 2.11),
hearing the quiet voice. God's presence in Noah's life (Gen. 6) meant that he was chosen for a very special task.
For Moses (Ex. 3), it meant facing monumental challenges and a call to leadership (Deut. 34.10). Gideon was
asked to go into battle in a very strange manner which ultimately enabled others to credit God with the victory.
For Joshua (1.5-6). God's presence meant courage over fear. David, who knew the anguish of losing a child to
death, remorse over sin, the rebellion of another son, felt God's presence in forgiveness (Ps. 51) and in the face of
death (Ps. 23). For Daniel it meant safety, for Sarah, Elizabeth and Hanna God's presence meant motherhood, and
for Peter's mother, Immanuel meant healing. When Mary was told "The Lord is with you", history was changed.
So what might it mean for us if we wish to have God go with us? It might well mean any of these things, or still
others, for the gift of Immanuel's presence is not limited by either stories or our imagination. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers

January 2 Henry Neufeld Membership Sunday (Epiphany)
January 9 Matthia Langone Spirituality
January 16 Gordon Matties (CMU)
January 23 Jackie Bolen (MSC)

Note from the Treasurer   Last Sunday for donations for
this year (although if we receive one on January 3rd dated
December 31st that will be OK too!) 

Membership Sunday  Hannelore Schowalter and
Hildegard Lemke will be joining PGIMF on Sunday
January 2nd.  It’s still not to late to add your name to the
list! 
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Portable CMU

Weekend seminars featuring CMU professors will take place in Vancouver in January 15-6 at FUMC and
Sherbrooke and registration is beginning.  These are not university courses, but are geared for the
congregation and will employ lay language.  They are practical and interactive, and the weekend will be a great
opportunity for our churches to come together, learn and think about subjects that are vital to our Christian faith
and discipleship.

This series will feature David Schroeder, Karl Koop, Gordon Matthies and Neil Funk-Unrau.  See the bulletin
board in the hall for details on each of the four sessions.  Attend one or all.  Registration fees will be $20 until
January 9, afterward and $25 at the door.  Please register with Rosie Perera or Andre Pekovich.  

Vancouver MENNONITE Courier   The Wednesday edition of the Vancouver Courier carried two articles on
PGIMFers.  One was on Henry Hildebrand featuring the Vesico-Vaginal Fistula (VVF) Project started by Henry
Hildebrand in Kijabe, the Congo.  The second was the feature article on “Buy Nothing Christmas” highlighting
the work Aidan Enns has done to bring the perils of Christmas consumerism to the attention of the world.  Other
Mennonites were featured in this article as well.  The two articles are on the bulletin board at the back of the
church.

The Wider Church
MBMSI  MIDDLE EAST MINISTRY. Daniel and Lori are MBMS International workers serving in the Middle
East, in a restricted access country. As Senior pastor of an evangelical international church with believers from
over 40 countries, Daniel asks prayer for godly leaders and wisdom to lead the church to fulfill its mission.

����Canadian MB Conference Survey   Please don’t forget to take the opportunity to participate in the national
Strategic Planning Survey for the Canadian MB conference. This survey and explanation is available on-line at
www.mbconf.ca/news/survey.en.html, and printed copies will be made available by the congregational
coordinator for those who prefer to complete it in that format - one per household.  Deadline - January 15th,
2005.

Room at the Inn?   The Menno Simons Centre received a request to help a young Chinese woman who is coming
to Vancouver for a few days in January to apply for documents necessary for her studies. As the Centre is
currently unable to help on short notice, her church friends have requested help from PGIMF. Her church friends
say that Wendy is a Chinese woman student from Beijing currently studying at KU getting a master's degree in
both finance and math. She will travel to Vancouver to get an SIN. 
Her plans are: Vancouver Arrival: United Airlines flight 1121 from Denver on THURSDAY JANUARY 6,

2005 at 1:17 p.m.
Vancouver Departure: United Airlines flight SUNDAY JANUARY 9, 2005 at 7:30 a.m.

Anything PGIMF could do to have someone trustworthy transport and house her would be wonderful. She just
wants to go to the nearest SIN office on Thursday afternoon and take some time to look around the city (probably
downtown) a little on Friday and Saturday and then get the plane on Sunday. She is also willing to stay at a
hotel/motel near the airport if she just had someone to talk with about the most efficient way to get to the SIN
office and perhaps downtown.  Anyone who can help is requested to call Herb Reesor at 224-5245. 

Merry Christmas!
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Dear Friends:

Mennonite Church Canada is inviting you to join together in financially supporting our persecuted Mennonite
brothers and sisters in Vietnam. As you may already know, several Vietnamese Mennonite Church leaders
have been imprisoned for their outspoken positions regarding freedom of worship in their country. Their
families and other church members continue to be harassed for meeting in homes to worship and pray. Others
are being pressured to publicly denounce their faith. Mennonite World Conference reports that since the
November imprisonment of leaders, more believers havebeen charged and more church property has been
confiscated.  Legal and other costs are mounting. Mennonite Church Canada Witness is requesting your help
in our desire to assist financially this persecuted church with a $1000 contribution toward legal costs.

We recognize that not all congregations may be able to participate in the same way. We invite and welcome all
forms and amounts of support, and especially invite your prayers. You are also encouraged to share this email
directly with your members and/or make an announcement during your Sunday worship time.

Thank-you for your consideration. Praise be to God who makes all things possible, at Christmas time and all
throughout the year.

Al Rempel, director, Resource Development
Mennonite Church Canada

MCC   Global Family invites you to get involved! Close to Children is a group of artists in Prishtina, Kosova
who work with children after school in drawing, reading and writing, drama, and music workshops. Through this
work, they trust that children will learn to free themselves from the hate that accumulated before and during the
war and learn to trust again. Global Family funds help to defray transportation costs as well as the cost of
supplies used in the workshops. 42 sponsors are needed. Become a sponsor through MCC's Global Family
Program. Call (888) 622-6337 or visit: www.mcc.org/globalfamily.

BC Link   The BC MB publication “The Link” is available on-line from http://www.bcmb.org/bclink.htm. 
Featured this month is the February 4-5 Women in Church Leadership study session at King Road MB Church.

See the bulletin board in the hall for an invitation to the free “Widows” event at Camp Stillwood on January 19th.
 
Gallery 7 Theatre Company  Do we still hear the still small voice of God in the noise of today's zany world? A
young Baptist minister is hired into the glitz and glamour of a Texan mega-church and is immediately sucked into
the tornado-like life of operating a church complete with hundreds of programs, a Bible College and a bowling
alley. Conflict soon arises as the minister struggles to balance the church's expectations with his deeper inner
desire to follow the call of God.  Tickets Go on Sale January 4 for God's Man in Texas!  Gallery 7 is pleased to
be presenting David Rambo's comedy-drama, God's Man in Texas, running February 4 - 19, 2005.  Satirical, fun,
and thought-provoking all at the same time.  To reserve tickets for this production, please click
www.gallery7theatre.com/season/boxoffice.html  or to reserve tickets by phone, please call 604-504-5922.

A Workshop for Music and Worship Leaders: “Making Room for God....Making Room for People.” Ken
Nafziger and Marlene Kropf will be leading a this workshop, January 21 -23, at Portland Mennonite Church.
Through large group sessions, gathering for worship and smaller seminars, participants will be challenged to
create space in our worship for a fuller experience of God-With-Us.  Workshop registration forms are available
from the church office. The registration fee is $35 before January 7 and $45 after. If you have questions, feel free
to contact Rod Stafford at 503-234-0559 or   See Harold Neufeldt if you have questions.
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Isaiah 63:7-9

Praise and Prayer
 
7 I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD ,
the deeds for which he is to be praised, 
according to all the LORD has done for us- 
yes, the many good things he has done 
for the house of Israel,
according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 

8 He said, "Surely they are my people, 

sons who will not be false to me"; 
and so he became their Savior.

9 In all their distress he too was distressed, 
and the angel of his presence saved them. 
In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them 
all the days of old.

Matthew 2:13-23 

The Visit of the Magi

1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during
the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to
Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been
born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and
have come to worship him.”
 
3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all
Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all
the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he
asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5“In
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the
prophet has written: 

6“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of

Judah; for out of you will come a ruler 
who will be the shepherd of my people

Israel.’”
 

7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out
from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He
sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a
careful search for the child. As soon as you find him,
report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
9After they had heard the king, they went on their way,
and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of
them until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.
11On coming to the house, they saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented
him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.
12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to
Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 


