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1st Sunday after Christmas

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  We hope you were able to enjoy our potluck breakfast this
morning before the service.  Today, our service will be led by Andre Pekovich, Evan Kreider will lead us in song,
Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Ike Sawatzky is your usher.  Later we will hear from Kevin Hiebert
who will be speaking on the story of Simeon and Anna from Luke 2.   Parents are requested to make their own
arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during
the service. 

Last Sunday We held a service of readings, prayers and favourite songs from the Advent season, in a service
written and led by Veronica Dyck.

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers
January 4 Helmut Isaak Epiphany
January 11 Steve Berg -
January 18 Rosemary Monreau Lingana Foundation - Africa
January 25 Don Teichroeb World Fellowship Sunday

TThe Wider Church

MBMSI    Murray & Faith Nickel are country team leaders for the Democratic Republic of Congo. Pray for the
Nickels as they assist the Congolese in the development of improved healthcare, social programs, higher education
and the operation of Christian businesses.

MCC     Mennonite Central Committee would like to wish all of
you a blessed Christmas season as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.
We have a special greeting on our website, our gift to you from
around the world. Visit www.mcc.org  and click on "Peace on
Earth". 

Camp Squeah   As new construction continues, staff remain
thankful for a conference of churches who support the vision of
Camp Squeah. We are also very grateful to the friends of Squeah who have so generously given of their time and
resources to help overcome the variety of challenges we have faced in 2008.  To you who might still be
considering a way to contribute in 2008, you are invited to call Rob Tiessen at 1-800-380-2267 (ext 102) or e-mail 
rob@squeah.com.  If you prefer,  you can donate directly online via our website at www.squeah.com. 

Plan  to  attend  FaithQwest  2009: Glimpses of God on January 16 & 17 at Peace Mennonite Church in
Richmond.  The speakers will be Harry Huebner and Glen Klassen from CMU and Gareth Brandt from CBC. 
Relevant for all ages and levels of learning!  For more information, please see 
www.lanternsofhope.com/FaithQwest/index.html.   Registration details to follow, mark your calendars! 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your

thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response

time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the

time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Membership
If you wish to discuss becoming a member of

PGIMF, please see any member of the board

on the back of your church list, or one of the

people listed at the bottom of this bulletin.



Psalm 148

1Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
   praise him in the heights!
2Praise him, all his angels;
   praise him, all his host!

3Praise him, sun and moon;
   praise him, all you shining stars!
4Praise him, you highest heavens,
   and you waters above the heavens!

5Let them praise the name of the Lord,
   for he commanded and they were created.
6He established them for ever and ever;
   he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.

7Praise the Lord from the earth,
   you sea monsters and all deeps,
8fire and hail, snow and frost,

   stormy wind fulfilling his command!

9Mountains and all hills,
   fruit trees and all cedars!
10Wild animals and all cattle,
   creeping things and flying birds!

11Kings of the earth and all peoples,
   princes and all rulers of the earth!
12Young men and women alike,
   old and young together!

13Let them praise the name of the Lord,
   for his name alone is exalted;
   his glory is above earth and heaven.
14He has raised up a horn for his people,
   praise for all his faithful,
   for the people of Israel who are close to him.

[NRSV]

Luke 2:25-40

22 When the time came for their purification according
to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law
of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated
as holy to the Lord’), 24and they offered a sacrifice
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a
pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit,
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was
customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his
arms and praised God, saying,
29‘ Master, now you are dismissing your servant in

peace, according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31   which you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
   and for glory to your people Israel.’

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at
what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed
them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will
pierce your own soul too.’

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age,
having lived with her husband for seven years after her
marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.
She never left the temple but worshipped there with
fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the
child to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem.

The Return to Nazareth
39 When they had finished everything required by the
law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon
him.

[NRSV] 


