
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

December 29th, 2013
Hospitality and Food in the Words of Robert Farrar Capon

Worship leader: Andre Pekovich Song Leader: Erna Friesen
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday   A service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas was held to tell the birth story, created
by Dr. Veronica Dyck.

Two Sundays ago   Thomas Bergen captured several of the infancy narratives of Jesus in a wide-
ranging message that acknowledged our heart-felt appreciation of children’s plays, while extending
our understanding of the gospel as an exploration of the identity of Christ - so much more than a
baby in a manger.  The infancy narratives fulfill many other parts of the bible, particularly OT
prophecy, and recognized that the gospel-writers were not historians, but theologians who sought to
give us a sense of the identity of Christ. More than his genealogy (as Matthew wrote), and more than
our career (as we identify ourselves today) Jesus is identified as the summa of history and tradition in
Israel through the lists of its heroes, and yet providing the necessary bridge to the rest of the world
through gentiles.  We are invited to identify with Jesus in countless ways: The scandalous unions
throughout the bible are echoed in Jesus’ own birth to Mary, allowing him to share in the shaming
meaning by which many come into the world.  Parallels abound - the struggle of Joseph, Moses and
Pharaoh is echoed in Joseph, Jesus and Herod; the forty days of temptation echoes the 40 years of
wandering, and Jesus as Caesar supreme even over Augustus, whose own godhead was thrown into
question early on. The good news of God’s peace was brought by Jesus, not Augustus, and the
longevity of his message, though important, isn’t half so critical as the relationship he still offers us all
today.  Read about his story, but live his message with him in this Christmas season.  [AP] 

PGIMF News
January 5th Henry Neufeld Membership Sunday
January 12th Tim Tse Anabaptism: Why Baptism Matters
January 19th Jenna Veenbaas Walking in Weakness
January 26th Tony Tremblett The Good Old Days

OMembership in PGIMF    At PGIMF you are welcome to participate fully in congregational life.  We
see membership in the church as valued and desirable; we receive it gratefully as affirmation of our
mutual desire to serve God and walk with one another.  As we prepare to welcome three of our fellow
sojourners into membership next Sunday, anyone who wishes to join them is asked to speak to a
member of the church board listed at the bottom of this page.

Wider Church
MCC    MCC has committed $8.2 million in response to the Syrian crisis, providing locally-bought
food, clothing and shoes, cash assistance for rent and other priorities, and material resources -
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blankets, relief kits, hygiene kits - for almost(? - ed.) 9555 Syrian families through the Syrian Orthodox
Diocese - MC’s partner in Damascus.  You can donate at 604-857-0011 or online at www.mccbc.ca 

Regent College   is proud to host The Justice Conference Vancouver, a Partner Site for The Justice
Conference 2014.  The Justice Conference (US-primary host networked to partner cities) is an annual
gathering to educate, inspire, and connect a generation of men and women around a shared concern
for biblical and social justice, the vulnerable and oppressed, featuring internationally acclaimed
speakers, a variety of local humanitarian organizations, and on-location workshops. This year's
line-up of speakers include Dr. Bernice A. King, Lynne Hybels, and Donald Miller.  This year’s site will
be at Tenth Church (11 W. 10th Ave., Vancouver) on February 21-22, 2014.  Register at  604-224-3245. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity   All Vancouver Christians are invited to an ecumenical prayer
service to mark the occasion of the January 18th-25th Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on Sunday
January 19th at 7:00 pm at First Lutheran Church, (5745 Wales St., Vancouver). Refreshments follow. 
Publicized by Mennonite Church BC. 

BCMB News   You are invited to SOMA Training, an outreach of the C2C Network to be held January
11th 2014 from 8:00 am - 3:30 pm at Willingdon Church.  This training session, led by Jeff Vanderstelt
asks what your world would look like of followers of Jesus began to live out their identity of being the
Church instead of merely attending it.  Unpacking the idea of communities centred around mission is
Jeff’s goal this day.  Please register at www.c2cnetwork.ca if you plan to join them.
 
Pacific Theatre   tickets now available for the new year’s opener Measure for Measure by William
Shakespeare.  This morality play considers a nun trading her honour for her brother’s life.  Tickets
($20-30)  available now at www.pacifictheatre.org or by phone at 604-731-5518
 

Luke 22:7-21

7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on
which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8So
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and
prepare the Passover meal for us that we may eat
it.’ 9They asked him, ‘Where do you want us to
make preparations for it?’ 10‘Listen,’ he said to
them, ‘when you have entered the city, a man
carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him
into the house he enters 11and say to the owner
of the house, “The teacher asks you, ‘Where is the
guest room, where I may eat the Passover with
my disciples?’ ” 12He will show you a large room
upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for
us there.’ 13So they went and found everything as
he had told them; and they prepared the
Passover meal.

14 When the hour came, he took his place at the

table, and the apostles with him. 15He said to
them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer; 16for I tell you, I will not
eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’
17Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he
said, ‘Take this and divide it among yourselves;
18for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of
the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes.’ 19Then he took a loaf of bread, and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 20And he did
the same with the cup after supper, saying, ‘This
cup that is poured out for you is the new
covenant in my blood.  21But see, the one who
betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the
table.’  [NRSV]
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Genesis 18:1-8

1The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of
Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the
heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three
men standing near him. When he saw them, he
ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and
bowed down to the ground. 3He said, ‘My lord, if
I find favour with you, do not pass by your
servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let
me bring a little bread, that you may refresh
yourselves, and after that you may pass

on—since you have come to your servant.’ So
they said, ‘Do as you have said.’ 6And Abraham
hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, ‘Make
ready quickly three measures of choice flour,
knead it, and make cakes.’ 7Abraham ran to the
herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave
it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it.
8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he
had prepared, and set it before them; and he
stood by them under the tree while they ate.    
[NRSV]

John 2:1-11

1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2Jesus
and his disciples had also been invited to the
wedding. 3When the wine gave out, the mother
of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ 4And
Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that
to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’
5His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he
tells you.’ 6Now standing there were six stone
water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification,
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said
to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled
them up to the brim. 8He said to them, ‘Now

draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’
So they took it. 9When the steward tasted the
water that had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (though the servants who
had drawn the water knew), the steward called
the bridegroom 10and said to him, ‘Everyone
serves the good wine first, and then the inferior
wine after the guests have become drunk. But
you have kept the good wine until now.’ 11Jesus
did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee,
and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed
in him.     [NRSV]

VOICE OF THE CALL
As we light these candles today, we thank God for hope he gives us, for the peace he bestows, for the
joy he pours into our hearts, and for the love that redeems us and shows us the way.

VOICE OF RESPONSE
We thank God for his gift of Jesus.  We thank him that through Christ, his light has come into
the world and made it possible for us to see, and in seeing, to rejoice. His  truth, love, his very
self, transforms all who receive him.

VOICE OF PRAYER
Loving God, Emmanuel, we thank you for being with us - for sending your Son to walk with us and to
lead us. Grant that the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love of which we have heard and spoken of
throughout Advent may be fully realized in us as we worship and serve you through Christ Jesus our
Lord, this both now, and in the new year that comes this night, and forevermore.  Amen.


