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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Veronica
Dyck, Andre Pekovich will lead us in song, Evan Kreider will accompany on the piano, and Edward Epp is your
usher.  Later we will hear from Henry Neufeld who will be speaking from 1Samuel and Colossians.  For now
parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they do not feel their
children wish to  remain in the chapel during the service  Please join us for fellowship and coffee in the dining
room after the service in the lounge. 

Two Sundays ago   On the Third Sunday of Advent, Ken Peters (pastor at Killarney MB Church) began his talk
by asking what Advent was meaning to us this year (music, candles, darkness pierced by lights, children, food).
He then sang for us individual lines from Christmas hymns and carols which declare Christ’s incarnation, words
which are sung even by non-Christians as part of the societal culture in Canada. This social goodwill, however,
may soon conclude (Seattle airport debate, etc.) That God was born a human being is fundamental to our faith
and to the gospels. Ken then turned to John 1:1-14, noting that it is written so that it would resonate with the Jews
(“In the beginning” is similar to Genesis 1, the God-centricity of 1:4 and 1:12-13 are all solidly grounded in
Judaism). John was also writing to Hellenists, so in 1:1-13 he attempted to woo them through the familiar Greek
concept of the ‘Logos’ and with the idea of light not being understood by everyone. Greeks also would have
understood 1:13 (not entirely of human flesh). John was inviting both Jews and Hellenists to the Christmas
banquet. However, 1:14 troubled the Greeks (how can the Logos possibly become flesh?) and the Jews (how can
God become flesh?) John therefore needed to another 20 chapters to explain the idea encapsulated in 1:14, a
verse on which Christianity rises or falls. In fact, the exclusivity of Christianity is offensive to non-Christians
(and even to some Christians), and we should therefore expect that as the message truly gets out—that Jesus is
the incarnate God and therefore the sole way/truth/life—this will not sit comfortably with our pluralistic secular
society. [JEK]

Last Sunday   On the fourth Sunday of Advent don Teichroeb led the congregation in a selection of prayers and
readings and Ann Marie Neudorf led us in song, with special music by John friesen on the cello and Ruth Enns
on piano as we celebrated the imminent celebration of Christ’s birth.

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
January 7 John Friesen Epiphany
January 14 Daniel Ray -
January 21 Daniel Ray -
January 28 - -

From the treasurer.  Today is the last Sunday to complete your giving for the year 2006.  Blessed
Sylvesterabend!

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Parking   You are requested to help the Menno Simons Centre be a good neighbour in the neighbourhood.  To
enable house residents to park in front of their own houses, you are requested not to park on the north side of 11th

Ave., but instead to park on the south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while attending services.  Thank you.

The Wider Church
MBMSI  Please continue to pray for the staff, board and missionaries of MBMS International as they listen,
discern and implement God’s vision for this mission in the coming year. To God be all glory, honour and praise!

CMU   You are invited to a time of shared learning and worship with teachers from Columbia Bible College and
Canadian Mennonite University entitle “The Mind or Christ”. Please see the bulletin board in the hall for details
on the workshops featuring John J Friesen on Peace,
Gary Yamasaki on Reading the Bible like you Watch a
Movie, Tim Rogalski on Celebrating the Wonders of
God, and Chris Huebner on Curing the body of Christ -
Medical Ethics and the Church.  Please call the Peace
Church at 604-278-0111 or email
 with numbers and class
selections by Friday, January 12th so arrangements can be made.

�An excellent and humorous letter in the most recent Canadian Mennonite from PGIMF attender Deberah
Shears highlights the labelling problem Mennonite churches and society at large now has when “branding”
becomes more important than identification.  Read it on-line at http://www.canadianmennonite.org/ or get your
own  subscription at the Mennonite price by talking to Henry Neufeld.

St John’s Shaughnessy    You are welcome to attend the New Year’s Eve Celebration Service this evening at
11:30 PM til the New Year is well rung in.  1490 Nanton at Granville St.

1Samuel 2:18 -26

18 Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy
wearing a linen ephod. 19His mother used to make for
him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she
went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.
20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say,
‘May the Lord repay you with children by this woman
for the gift that she made to the Lord’; and then they
would return to their home.

21 And the Lord took note of Hannah; she conceived
and bore three sons and two daughters. And the boy
Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lord.

22 Now Eli was very old. He heard all that his sons

were doing to all Israel, and how they lay with the
women who served at the entrance to the tent of
meeting. 23He said to them, ‘Why do you do such
things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all these
people. 24No, my sons; it is not a good report that I
hear the people of the Lord spreading abroad. 25If one
person sins against another, someone can intercede for
the sinner with the Lord; but if someone sins against
the Lord, who can make intercession?’ But they would
not listen to the voice of their father; for it was the will
of the Lord to kill them.

26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in
stature and in favour with the Lord and with the
people.

Buy it now! You can now purchase clothing with
the MDS logo on on the web. Visit the MDS
Store today and make your purchase! 



Colossians 3:1-4, 12 - 17

1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand
of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not
on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ
who is your life is revealed, then you also will be
revealed with him in glory.

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly:
fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed
(which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of
God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7These
are the ways you also once followed, when you were
living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such
things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive
language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its

practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new
self, which is being renewed in knowledge according
to the image of its creator. 11In that renewal there is no
longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all
and in all!

12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and,
if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each
other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful.

Luke 2:41 - 52

41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for
the festival of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve
years old, they went up as usual for the festival.
43When the festival was ended and they started to
return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but
his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in
the group of travellers, they went a day’s journey.
Then they started to look for him among their relatives
and friends. 45When they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three
days they found him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.
47And all who heard him were amazed at his

understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw
him they were astonished; and his mother said to him,
‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your
father and I have been searching for you in great
anxiety.’ 49He said to them, ‘Why were you searching
for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house?’ 50But they did not understand what he
said to them. 51Then he went down with them and
came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His
mother treasured all these things in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in
divine and human favour. 

Why I never Wash... 
1. I was made to wash as a child. 
2. People who wash are hypocrites - they reckon they are cleaner than others. 
3. There are so many different kinds of soap. I could never decide which one was right. 
4. I used to wash but it got boring I stopped. 
5. I still wash on special occasions like Christmas and Easter. 
6. None of my friends wash. 
7. I'm still young. When I'm older and I have got a bit dirtier I might start washing. 
8. I really don't have the time. 
9. The bathroom's never warm enough. 
10. People who make soap are only after your money. 

Anon, 1989


