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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today, our service will be led by Veronica Dyck, Andre
Pekovich will lead us in song, Deberah Shears accompanies on the piano, and Henry Neufeld your usher.  Later
we will hear from Johann Funk whose sermon is entitled “Keep Watch!  A New Creation is Nigh”.  Parents are
requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to
remain in the chapel during the service.  Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday   J. Evan Kreider spoke from three lectionary texts to illustrate God raising up new voices to tell us
age-old truths.  In the book of Jonah, a satire with some clearly fanciful elements, marks powerfully the honesty of
its protagonist.  Jonah, called twice to follow God’s call, finally heeds Him, and prophecies to Nineveh. The
prophecy takes less than a verse of the book, and, stunningly, the citizens, right up to and including the King,
repent in sackcloth and ashes, and are not destroyed. Jonah reacts badly to the effects of his own prophecy. He did
not understand his own message - that anyone can repent and be forgiven by God.  In the 1Corinthians passage,
Paul asks people not to be so invested in the rituals of their present life, for the more important task is to live as if
the end times were coming. Last, in Mark 1, Evan explains the beauty of the brevity of Mark’s stories as only a
reminder for people who already knew the full story through oral tradition. Evan notes that we, like the citizens of
Nineveh are called to repent: from the voices of false prophets like financial advisors, with pensions at risk and
profits eroded; from voices speaking truth such as Barack Obama, who called to people and commerce alike to
political and economic repentance; from Al Gore, speaking the voice of environmental repentance; and when the
church was strangely silent on torture at Guantanamo, God raised up other secular voices to call society and the
President to repentance.  Despite this, Evan notes how hard it is for him to hear calls to repentance.  He will not
sell his house and give the money to the poor. A two-degree rise in temperature is hard to understand.  But Evan
calls to us not to despair - God will raise up new voices to call us all to repentance, and when we truly hear the
call, the path will seem easy, and the burden will be light.  Because the end times are indeed near.   [AP]

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers
February 8 Henry Neufeld Show me your Glory
February 15 Andre Pekovich Service of worship and prayer
February 22 Russ Klassen -
March 1 Laurel Gasque Lent I - From the Pauper’s Bible

$$$   Message from the treasurer: Don’t forget to check your mailboxes for your tax receipts for donations. And
don’t forget to take everything else from your mailbox with you!

The Wider Church
MBMSI    Luke Heidebrecht is a missionary candidate with MBMS International participating in our Missionary
Training Institute. Pray that this time will prepare him to use his practical skills in beekeeping alongside theology
to reach communities in a holistic manner.

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



Place for rent    Carl and Carolyn Friesen are a young,
Christian couple, active members of the Fort Garry MB church
in Winnipeg, and are planning a move to Vancouver. He will
be attending full-time studies at Regent College and Carolyn
plans to work as a Registered Nurse. They plan to move at the
beginning of June. If anyone knows of a place for rent on the
west side, can you please contact Carl at (redacted) or
(Redacted)

MC-BC new bylaws  At the AGM (Feb. 20-21) Mennonite
Church BC will present a motion for approval by the delegate
body for the purpose of bringing our MCBC By-laws up to
date. Copies of the by-laws have been sent out for your
consideration.  Amendments will be accepted for the next few
days, but you are requested to get yours in as soon as possible. 
Anybody wishing a copy of the bylaws by e-mail (old bylaws also available for comparison)  please e-mail Andre
at (redacted).  Delegates are also needed for the MC-BC meetings at Cedar Valley Mennoite Church - please see
Don if you are willing to go.  Report books will be made available later this week. 

Samaritan's Purse and Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) announce to area churches that they are partnering
together in providing clean-up assistance to those impacted by the flood and mudslides in the Fraser Valley.
Volunteers welcome - please call 604-393-3901 (volunteer centre in Greendale).  Questions can be directed to
Leonard Klassen (MDS BC Unit Board Chair) at 604-855-2542 mdsbc@mds.mennonite.net or Andy Northrup
(Samaritan's Purse) at 604-393-3901.

MCC     Join MCC and respond to the Gaza crisis by supporting relief efforts to suffering families. For complete
information on MCC’s response visit www.mcc.org/gazacrisis or contact the MCC BC office at 1 888 622 6337 

MCC's annual fundraising banquets are coming up next month, featuring guest speaker Zemedkun Baykeda
Habtyimer - Executive Director of Meserete Kristos Church Relief and Development Association (MCC's partner
in Ethiopia) and music by the Columbia Singers. Zemedkun has an amazing personal testimony that you can read
when you visit: www.mcc.org/acp/2004/Mar_Apr/aCP_MarApr2004.pdf  It is inspiring!

February 27, 6:30 pm - Peace Mennonite Church, Richmond BC 
February 28, 6:30 pm - South Langley MB Church, Langley BC 
March 6, 6:30 pm - Bakerview MB Church, Abbotsford, BC 
March 7, 6:30 pm - Sardis Community Church, Chilliwack BC 

Tickets will be available as of February 1st at host church offices, from your MCC rep, at area MCC Thrift Shops
and from the MCC office. Mark your calendars and use the appropriate bulletin announcement below.

Want to sing in a choir?   Anyone interested in singing in a choir for Easter are more than welcome to join the
South Vancouver Choir who will begin rehearsing in February on Thursday evenings 7:30-9:15 and Sundays 4-6
pm at Culloden MB Church, 6060 Culloden St. The choir will be part of an outreach service to the community,
performing on Easter Sunday, April 12th, in the morning at John Oliver Secondary school auditorium.  For more
information or to sign up, please contact Karen Thiessen at (redacted).

The Social Committee would like to invite all
church goers, and students of the Menno
Simons Centre, to a Red and White Party on
Sat. Feb. 14th beginning at 6:30 pm. Please
consider bringing some "red and white"
dessert, dressing in your finest red and white
outfits for the occasion (optional of course)
and bring your favourite "lovely" games to the
party. We will be setting up the dining room
and sanctuary "coffee house" style, so help in
setting up and taking down would be
appreciated. Please join us for a fun-filled
evening for all ages!



Isaiah 65: 17-25

17For I am about to create new heavens
   and a new earth;
the former things shall not be remembered
   or come to mind.
18But be glad and rejoice for ever
   in what I am creating;
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy,
   and its people as a delight.
19I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
   and delight in my people;
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it,
   or the cry of distress.
20No more shall there be in it
   an infant that lives but a few days,
   or an old person who does not live out a lifetime;
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered
a youth,
   and one who falls short of a hundred will be
considered accursed.
21They shall build houses and inhabit them;

   they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
22They shall not build and another inhabit;
   they shall not plant and another eat;
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people
be,
   and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their
hands.
23They shall not labour in vain,
   or bear children for calamity;
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—
   and their descendants as well.
24Before they call I will answer,
   while they are yet speaking I will hear.
25The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
   the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
   but the serpent—its food shall be dust!
They shall not hurt or destroy
   on all my holy mountain,
says the Lord.      [NRSV]

Mark 13:24 - 37

24 ‘But in those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
   and the moon will not give its light,
25and the stars will be falling from heaven,
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in
clouds” with great power and glory. 27Then he will
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

The Lesson of the Fig Tree

28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you
know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at
the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will
not pass away until all these things have taken place.

31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away.

The Necessity for Watchfulness

32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.
33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the
time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey,
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge,
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to
be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do
not know when the master of the house will come, in
the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn,
36or else he may find you asleep when he comes
suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep
awake.’       [NRSV]


